Des primos verſibus annos, * N | 
Meoniumque bibat Tela * fomem. 


5 Er | 
+74 45” 8zcoud Epirt10N. 4 


Ye "AC LATER „* 


9 — — — 


6 LON DO . 
Prinzed by J. Ber rwmaxsfor Bennaxa Lorege. 
enn Myccxxi. Mb: 


* * ©» 


4 


Q 


z: % ũ 1 — 


—_— —U—y— 


Ch , 2 _ 1 ' 
> L244 * # 42 L - 


. 


SS © 


2 — 


i _—_ 
wo wie ee wo nes — — 
* 
1 hen . 


3 % \ — 
12 5 0 J » * v 


I iT ky 
* > 
* 


x Y ? - * ' N ” 
* \ *  \+ *%E is \$ 8 * 
* * 4 | * PA) KYYTS * > 
9 C „ 2 N 1 


b Is <> & 3 


r 23 4 FE 


: | woirtal 420548 vt r 


89 FT a 


. : — rn 4 * 

— * * * a - * 

. \A 0 (\ K 4 1 N 

* 1.7 vd beim i 

T : ' 8 | | * . . a ATT 4 FR C * 11 14 4 7 

ellas A 10) 61 | . 
. * 1 


"ey" 1 4 2 * a 

N een 1 4 

zaun Swe W ö 

- va db da % wh. © 1 9 N _ 
8 9 


3 


hes... 


x 
1 


_ 
2280, 0,9 © 

-— - * 

2. 26 

1 

- o 


7 


„ % * ve, 
l + a. N „ „ 
| l „ „. up, p ING | 


» 


ws oe” 


— 


"* *"* 
. 
RL 


Anm unn 


: 
3 


= 


Tan 


460 


* 
— * 


4 


—UœQ.— ——— ͤ —ä4—4— EET 


? . 4 . 
; : . 
C2 1 * — 2 J » | 

* . | 
+ 6 * 'L ” ” 
* 6 
oy 7 8 * 4 +» +. 
227577: Dr: - * \ 22 x 
y 5 | ; 


* 
8 * 
N 

* 


Nee 0 


ALL 0 


— — 


e 
roughly ITE. | 


, 


thur 
B. 


ph 
H. 


af 
> Achilles, /o beg him /» return 
rapers 2 djnyer 


— 


TIS 


THE 


* 


NINTH. BOOK 


OF THE 


HA e, and he woe en 


d W 
EEE 


Ss, Ww4AM IN ,,/ 53 


The ARGUMENT. 


The Embaſf * to Achilles. 


Gamemnon Her the la 1 „ defeat, Propoſes 
A to the way £0 Ker, pg A and, Ry to 
curry. Dis oppoſes this. and Neſtor 
ſcconds him, praifing 92 WI em and ee. He 
orders the guard to be ſtrengi bend and a « pg 


ſummon'd to deliberate. whe manſures were to be 
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This book, and is, next following, take 47 the 
ſpace of one 5 510, _ is the twenty ſeventh 
from the beginning poem. The ſcene lies on 
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It may be thought that Hemer has crowded a great many a&ti- 
ons into a very ſhort time. In the ninth book a council is con- 
ven'd, an embaſly ſent, a conſiderable time. paſles in the ſpeeches 
and replies of the embaſſadors und Achilles: in the tenth book a 
ſecond council is call'd ; after this a debate is held, Dolen is inter- 
cepteds Diomed and Ulyſſes enter into the enemy's camp, Kill Rhe- 


u and bri bu Horſes ind all this3 in the narrow - 
bripg 5. 4 ef 4 As and Fo aw 


colnpaſs oF one n | 
It muſt therefore be femember'd, that the ninth book takes 
up the Sr part of the night only; that after the firſt coun- 


eil was diffoly'd, there paſs'd ſome time before the ſecond way 
ſummon' d, as appears by the leaders being ewakened by Menelans.. 


Bo that it was almoſt morning before Diomed and Ulyſſes ſet out 


u deſign, whith is very from of. 
ſe bool 10. v. 251. #.\ | 
Al cf B T bes 


* 


0 that although a great many incidents are er e 


thing might eaſily have deen petform'd in the allotted 

v. 7. From Thracia's ſhore.) Homer has heen ſuppos d by Er. 
#othenes and others, to have been guilty of an errogs in ſaying 4 
Zephyras or the weſt wind blows from} Thraisy7 whereds 1d 


; 


it blows toward it. But the Poet ſpegks ſo either becauſe it is fa; 


Bled to be the rendezvous of all the winds ; or with. teſpe& to 


particular ſituation of Trey and the e/Egeqn fea. Either of theſe 


xeplies are ſufficient to ſolve that ex 00mm | -, 
The particular parts of this oompariſon agree admirably wit 

the deſign of . the diſtraction of the Greeks : the 

vo winds repreſenting the different opinions of the armies, ons 

part of which were inclin'd to return, the other jo ſtay. * 
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This way and that, the boiling deeps'are tot 3-109 13 45 | 
10 Such various paſſions. urg d the troubled hot... 


Great Agamenmon griev d above the reſt; _. 


of $4 4-9? {2 cd 


n forrows Hells his royal breaſt; - * 

To bid . al the Greeian bers, ** 5 
1 But bid in mkijrs eee 

In folenin' dues, and asche fg, af yt: 


— 


The Kingamidt the mownfif Gee redes - Tale 


Down his wan check a briny torrent flows 27 
So ſilent faupitaitis, Rem a röcl f n blag, "7" 72 
0 In Gable” ſireatris' foft-trickling witers ied: 5 — 2 
With more than vulgar grief he ſtood-opproſty: - „ 


Words, mixt with ſighs, thus burſting from bs ate 


Te ſons of Greece! partake” your Leader's care 12 
Fellows in arms, and Princes of the wat 2d burn ant 
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mands his heralds to ſummon the leaders in is for fear the 
enemy ſhould diſcover their conſternation, by reaſon of their 
nearneſs, or perceive what their deſigns were in this extre- 
mity. Enftarhins,” 

v. 23. Agamemnon'r pech. The etiticks we divided in their 
opittion,* whether this fpeech, which is word for word the fame © 
with chat he makes in Lib. 2. be only 4 feint to try the army. us 
it is there, or the real Tetitiments of the General. of' 


Hilickrnafſus explains it as the former, with whom Diacier, 
cGncurs, ſhe thinks pd. 122 — ibyurr?/ 
] | 1 . 
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| 37 Of pat open july wie ci r 
And heav'nly oracles believ'd an vains err <1 
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doch the ſame, and believes nin have varied * had the 
deſign been different. rere — 
trary opinion; as is alſo Monſieur de Ia Marte, who 


had read him. Agdmemnon (Hays he) in —— 


« himſelf aſſured of victory the | 
« ſent to him, and in that anfdence was defirou 
« Am uy woes yr en his 
bh t diftreſs and d. 
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may 


I do not pretend to decide upon this 
eie be, I thiok k aue ee anten was equally an 
the ſame ſpeech : fo chat the repetition at leaſt i 
de blamed in Hemer. What . —— deo cn 
the ſecond book, was, the hatred be bad incurred in 
being the cauſe of Achilles's. departure ; this made it 
fary precaution in him to try, before be came to a 
ther the Greeks were diſpos d to it: And it was equally 
in caſe the event ſhould prove unfucceſsful, to free hi 
the odium of being the occaſion of it. Therefore when they” 
now actually defeated, to repeat the fame words, was. the readieſt 
way to put them in mind that he had propes'd the fame advice-t 
them before the battel; and to make it unjuſt chat their 3 
S * be 5®. and 
on che ſecond Hai. 1. 182 4 
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Now ſhameful flight alone cn fave the hoſt :; 
30 Our wealth,:our-people, and our glory loſt. 
So Jrus decrers, Almighty Lord of alt - + + 
ove, at whoſe nod whole empires riſe or fall. 
Who ſhakes the feeble props of human truſt, 
And tow'rs and armies hambles to the duſt. 
35 Haſte then, for ever quit theſs fatal fields, 
Hae 30 the jos ur nenten ile, 3 
Spread all your canvas, all your oarvemploy,' 
Nor hope the fall of heav'n-defended Ty. | 


"x 
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He aid; deep filende held the Grecian band. 
40 Silent, unmov'd, in dire diſmay they Rand, 
A penfive ſcene! ul Ha warlike fon, = 
Roll onthe King h. her al hi begun. '- 
When Kings adviſe us to renounce our m by | 
ee 1 


W seis s ain neee 
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45 If I oppoſe thee, Prince! thy wrath withhold; -'\ * 
Thou firſt, and thou alone, in fields of fight. 


Durſt brand my courage, and defame my might 
Nor from a friend th unkind reproach appear dq, 
JO The Greeks ſtood witneſe, all our army heard. 
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If 1 upbraid thee, Prince, thy wrath with-hold, | 3 1 
The laws of council bid ny tongue be bö½tIii . ths 


34 5 


« This is the intGlütssck ö T Bran in tefbher d di rig 
_ © to ſoften and ewenſe che liberty of what is t follow and ht 

« neceſſity only obliges him to utter, Bur he ſubjoins a reſentmen 

« of the reproach the Ridg had formerly tirown upon him, 

« tells him that iter had given kim power and, domini 

a ade E GT "Theſe are things which agree bur 


_ « verſuy, with paſt injuries, after he had endur'd his reproaches 
« with ſo much moderation, and had reproved Sthenelns ſo warme. | 
« ly for the con practice in the fourth book. .. If any one an- 
a firer, that Diomed was warranted in this freedom by the bra«* 
very of his. würlike behaviour ſince that reproach, he Juppeſer 
« this Hero very ignorant how to demean himſelf in proſperity, 
The truth is,'this/-whole accuſation of Diamed's is only a ftint: 
* to ſerve the defigns of Agamemnon. For being deſirous to per- 
4 ſuade the Greeks againſt their departure, he that deſign by 
this counterfeited anger, and licence of ſpeech: : and ſeeming to 

« reſent, that Agamenmon ſhould be capable of imagining the ar- 
.« my would return to Greeses he artificially makes uſe of theſe re- 

« proaches to cor his argument.” This it farther \confirm'd by 
What follows, when he bids Aramemmom return, if he pleaſes, ” 
« and affirms that the Grecians will ſtay without him. Na he 
4 earries the matter fo far, as to boaſt; that if all the reſt ſhould + 
« depart; himſelf and Sthenelms alone would continue the War, 
1 eee ee 
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ill together, that Diomed ſhould; upbraid Ammon in his ad-" 
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They gaye thee ſcepters, and a nn 

They gave dominion oer the ſeas and land/ 

The nobleſt 3 eee 
They gave thos not A brave and virtuous l 
Is this a Gen rab voice, that would ſuggeſt 
Fears like his 0wn:to ev ry Grevian breaſt? 
Confiding in our want of worth, he ſtands, 

o And if we fly, tis what our King commands. 


Go thou inglorious ! from th embatrell'd pains 
Ships. thou haſt ſtore, and. neareſt. to the main, aka 


A nobler care the Gretiting, ſhall employ, 4 


To combite conquer, extirpate . . 2 8h19 


My af will al, dl "oy er TON 935 
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v. 73. "They gave "thee 755 Lv This is "the "language 'ﬆ 
brave man, to affirm and ſay body, chat courage is above 2 
ters and crowns. Scepters and crowns were indeed in former 
times not beredicary, but the r of valour. With what 


art and haughtineſs Djomed ſers . above LP 
on! Enuſtathing. 9 ©: + * Gd a] 

v. 62. 1 near cf * =” TIEN firoke of 
ſatyr in ords: Diomed wel che that bis A hes, 
next the ſea, ..nhouatiog. that they were, ihe malt K W N 
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Mx elf, and Sthenelus,. Will fight for fame; - 1) 
He ceas d the Greeks loud acclamation raſer, 
70 And voice to voice reſaunds Halde praiſ GGG. 
Wiſe Nea then his rev rend figure rear'dy 


He ſpake: the haſt in ſtill attention heard. 
O truly great! in hom the Gods have joint 


Such ſtrength of body with ſuch force of mind] 


Th, 2 * 
oF Vs Teo 
5 WIE” 


'? 1 * This 1 


v. 68. Gal dbb a Be bt Nn 

is literal from the Greet, and therein may be ſeen che ſiyle of holy 

ſcripture, where tis ſaid that they hene or chat they 

err not come without his 
RR 

2 — in 1ſziah 36. v. 8. This paſſage ſeems 

very beautiful. Homer adds it to ſhew that e valour of Dicnd, 

which puts him upon remaining alone with Sthewelss, when all 


the Greeks were is not a raſh and mad boldheſs, but's rea- 


ſonable one, and on the promiſes of God -himſelf, who 
v. 73. The ſpeech of Neſtor] Dicoyſine gives us the deg. of 


this ſpeech in che place atove-cited. « .Neftor (ſays he) ſeconds . 


. « the oration of Diomed: We ſhall perceive the of his diſ- 
« courſe, if we refle& to how little purpoſe it would be without 
* this deſign, He praiſes Diomed for what he has faid, but does it 
* not without declaring, that he had not ſpoken to the pur- 
<, poſe, but fallen ſnort in ome poiges which he alcrides to his 
youth, and . promiſes to N after 
« amble, when be has rurn'd mfelf ſeveral ways, as * 


«Spotting In a new and uncommon vein of oratory, he 2 


8 to their ftations; und 
elders of the my to a ſupper, 
chuſe che beſt. 
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— . -u) 
till rſt to act what you. adviſe ſo wel. 


Thoſe wholſome counſels which thy wiſdom moves, 
Applauding Gree with commen l ; 


« at firſt ata r 
« ſpeaks in figure. Diomed ſeers to | with Ar amemnow 
purely to gratify him; but Nefor his liberty of ſpeech» 
e as it were to vindicate a real we yo wy The end 


« of all this is only to move een to ſupplicare Abies ;, 


„and to that end he ſo much commends the young man's free- 
dom. In propoſing to call &>councitonly a tie eldeſt, he conſults 
« the dignity of Agamenmon, that he might not be expos d to make 

this conteſcenſion before the younger officers. And he concludes 


« by an artful inference of the abſolute neceſſity of | ping 9 


* Achilles from the preſent poſture of their affair. 


See what 4 blaze from hoſtile tents aſpires, 
the 2 cor ſhow aqpaad the Trojan fires? 


« This is all Ne Go ac this time: before the Sul anti 
of the Greeks; but in his next ſpeech, when the elders only are 
« he explains the whole matter at large, and openly de- 
*. clares that they muſt have recourſe to Achilles, Dion. Hal. et. 
©. baja IT eproys Þ» 2 

Ne de and, Pretit, takes. notice of in pieceof decorum im; 
Neftor, who when, be intended to move for a mediation. wich 


Achilles, choſe not to do it in publick, but propos d 2 private meet» | 


jection ſome moderns have made to this propoſal of Neſtor's, as 

if in the preſent diftreſs he did na mare chan impertinently ad- 

viſe them to go to fup 

2 0 940 Pen Nöte; cold to no leſs than commend 
Diomed's valour, he had lately been a witneſs of it when he was 

preſery'd, N mw Ay 
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Kings thou canſt blame; a bold, but prudent/ youth; 


80 And blame cv'n Kings with praiſe, becauſe with truth.” 


And yet thoſe years that dice thy birth have. run, 
Would hardly ſtyle thee Ne eſtor's 5 

Then let me add what- yet remains behind, 

A thought unfiniſh'd in that gen'rous mind; 


By Age bids me ſpeak ; nor ſhall ch adtice 1 hing 


Diſtaſt the people, or offend the King. 
| Cured is the man, and void of law and right, 


— property. N ba FI | 


1 We Nel . * . 
* 


v. 9 care is r Vite, ſays che ame md vey 


artfully brings in theſe words as a general maxim, in order to 
diſpoſe Agamennon to a reconciliation with Achilles : he delivers 
it in general terme, and 4eaves the King to make the application. 
This paſſage 15 tranſſated with liberty, for the original comprines 
a great deal in a very few words, aggimp, d Hui Ov: A 
it will be proper to give a lar explication of each of theſe; 
Asi cup, ſays Enſtathins, — s one who is a vagabond of — 
reigner. The Athenians. kept a regiſter, in which all that were 

born were enroll'd, whence it eaſily appear d who were citizens, 


or not; *Apgimop therefore fignifies one Who is depriv'd” of the 
privilege of a citizen. "ANF Ov» is one who had forfeited al q 


title to be protected by the laws of his country. A7, one 


that bas no habi tation, or rather one that was not rela 46 to 


of any family ſacrifce. For Feie is,a family Goddefs;, 

There is d ſort of gradation in theſe words. A Qs 
bes a man that has loſt the privileges of his 9 7 

thoſe of is own ride, and dr thſe of his on EH. 
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Unfit for publick rule, or private care 


17 


te b ndr 


0 That wretch, that mente, ho delights i in war ot 


Whoſe luſt is murder, and whats booth joy: - 2 ar 


To tear his country, and. his Kind- deſtro y: 


This night, refreſh and fortify thy train 
Between the trench and wall, let guards remain; 


But thou, O. King, to. council call the od 


. . 


Great is thy way, and weighty are thy. cares; -- 4 N11 


Thy high commands muſt ſpirit all our wars. 
With Thraciap wines recruit thy honour d gueſts; 


o For happy counſels flow from ſabes, feat. 


Wiſe, weighty counſels aid a ſtate diſtreſt. 
And ſuch a Monarch as can chuſe the:befts. 1 
See! what a blare from hoſtile tents aſpires, 

How near our fleet approach the Trojan fire: 


OF Who can, unmov'd, behold the drendful light. : 
What % behalt em,, and Qu cdofe we digi nigh os 25 


v. 94. e It is: almoſt impoſſible - 


or tony re 
at a 
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This dreadful interval determines all,” | rt 
To morrow, — — : 
Thus ſpoke the hoary füge: the reſt obey : * © || 
110 Swift thro”. de gates the guards direct their way. | 
His fon was firſt to paſs the lofty moundd. 
The gen'rous'Thyafymed, Choate e 
Next him Aſcalaphns, Talmen; ſtoodl. 
The double Me won vod: 31 
IIS Deipyrus, "Aphavens,; Merion: join, oO OOO 
And Lycomed, of Creon's noble line. uu 
The fires thex light, to-ſhort-repaſts-they ll. 
1c Some line the trench, and others mun the wall. 
The King of men on publick counſels bent. 
Conven d the Princes in his ample tent: 
Each ſeiʒ d a portion of the Kingly feaſt, Ha 
But i — and hungt ond. 1 


25 


35 


V. 119. The: fires they nee e aide ies te 
— Th Saeed in ey 
RR Enftathins. 

12% ben thirft and hunger cf. The conduRt of Hime 
in chis place is very remarkable ; be-does not fall-into f long de 
ſcription of che entertainment, but complies with 1 75 
e Tok "Fs 
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35 To ſte no wholeſor, motian be 
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25 Then N ſpoke, for wiſdom long app! 5 | 


And flowly riſing, thus the ounelf word. * 
Monarch of nations whoſe ; ſuperior fray 

Aſſembled States, and Lords of carth obey,.. | 

The. laws and ſcepters to thy MB 


39 And millions own.the care PIs wr 


O King! the counſel of my age attend 
With thee my cares begin, in er 
Thee, Princet it fits Aike to ſpeak and her, 


Pronounce with judgment, . | 


1 


and ratify; the beſt fur publick bel. 
Nor, tho* a meaner give advice, repine, 97 
Ave e (ond woe RE EI, 1 


i — ee iter wing. — ther 
Tomer ſaid this; becauſe” in council; as in the "all is anect- 
buted to the Princes, and the whole honor aſcribꝰd to them: but 
this is by no means Homer's thou : "Whit te there Gip iv" 


cen does men the maſt ——ů— and the ſhame vf yieldihg 
to advice: which pi from others. There is greatneſs 


and capacity in good advice than in it; by 
executing its re 


we 
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| Hear then a thought, not now conceiv'd in hafter. 
140 At once my preſent, judgment, and my paſt z.,. | 
When from Zelidey tent you fore d the maid, wy 
I firſt oppos'd, and faithful, durſt diſſuade; _. h 
But bold of foul, when headlong fury fir d. 
You wrong'd the man, by men and Gods admir d: | 
145 Now ſeek ſome means his fatal wrath to end, Ny 
With pray'rs to move him, or with gifts to bend. 
To whom the King. With juſtice-haſt, thou ſhown. 
A Prince's faults, d L with reaſon own. n r 
That happy man whom Fove ſtill honours mob. 
ryo ls more than armies, and himſelf an hoſt, 
Bleſt in his love, this wond'rous hero ftands: 
Hearn dhe ka den a Kaas WG beds. * 
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v. 140. re e 11 
by the word aria; means the advice he gave at the time of the - . i 
quarrel in the firſt book: He ſays, as it was his opinion then that 
| ought not jo diſgrace chiller, ſo after the matureſt F 
Amman ugh no 9 ce Aoi _ Neſtor: here launches 
| — — of Achilles, which is. a ſecret argument to in- 
ameonnen to regain, his friend(hip, by ſhewing Wen 

it. e N 
v. r 
never uſes the name of Achilles ; tho” he is refoly'd to court his 
friendſhip, yet he cannot bear the mention of his name, The imy 
preſſion which the diſſention made, is not yet worn off, tho he 
rye roar e f 
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i. wonkirey Me whitharr's — | 
he wrathful Chief and angry Gods afivage, FOR 
f gifts immenſs his miſhty foul eat'bow;”" 2 © | 
e, all ye Greeks," aud witneſs what L Oo wm. 
en weighty talents of the — D fi 
nd n 
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v. 155, een intenſe bis 00 fit con Jour? 
— is Enfothins, makes à wiſe choice of the yifts 
©» eoffer'd to. Aebilles, + Had he been ambitious of wealth; 
olden and ten talents of gold ro bribe 
e had add Sed 60 che nt were Was & King's 
and ſeven fair captives to win his favour. Or if he hid 
bitious of g there Were ſeven wealthy Cities and a 
power to court him to a reconciliation : but he takes this 
feb eee 
t is farther obſervable that Agamen promiſes theſe 
ee different times; firſt, at this inſtant, ſecond! 
f Troy; and — to Grete. ; es 


1 
4 7 


1 


5 


11 


ciently flowing and — is ill placed; and one = 
yord does not fall eaffly' ine the other, This will appear very 
ee „ 


Me BA pls Alt ed esp, 8 
ee . 5 4 
þ eat”! | 44 gs p na "yr | - 
> lad eee 
oughneſs, as is found in the ſecond. The firſt runs as ſwiftly as the * 

ouclers it deſcribes z but the latter i 8 a broken, interrupted) uneven , | 
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a It 
Ser 'n facred, tripods, whole unſully d frame - 


160 Yet knows, no: office, nor has felt the flame: 


Twelve ſteeds unmatch'd in-fleetneſs —— 
And ſtill yictorious in the duſty courſe: 7 
(Rich we th an, who pe res exc. 


Y > 2 


22 W e hs Anais daaget 
poetry is not neceſſary; the mind is entirely taken up in learn 
What preſenta Agamemmom intended to make Achille: and Is tot 
leiſure to regard the ornaments of verſimcation; and even th 
S | 
- cauſe.a, flop in the didivery, and ſo give: time ſor each pr 
- ro flank into the mind of fcbjlles.' I'Exſtathing. 
v. 159. Kun ſecred tripods] — -two kiaals-of i 
: in the one they uſed t -boil water, the other was entin 
ſhew; to mix wine and water in, fays Anbenaus: the f 
Were called a(Curap, or cauldront, for common uſe, and made 
1 he ne. the eee, eee 
ornament. .. rr 
reſent for Achilles, Who was 4 martial Man, ee 
Ming bat arms ? It may be anſwer'd, that theſe-preſents v 
22 well ſuited to the perſon o whom they: were ſent, as trip 
In ancient days were che ,uſual , prizes in games, and they w 
Jima by Ave. himſelf in thoſe which. her extubiaed in 5000 
Patrocus: the ſame may. be Mid ef the female whit 
Here alfo among the prizes in the games of Patrons. . .Beſfath 
v. 161, Twelve feeds 1 an hence it is wm 
that games us d wee the Cre army 
time of war; 


Is _— pbk bon N te Sean's heroes, For 
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165 Sev'n lovely captives of the Laab line, 
Skilbd in each art, unmatebid in form divine, 
The ſame I choſe for more than vulgar charme, 
When Lesbos ſunk beneath the hero's arms, t 
All theſe, to buy dus Hiendthip: lhall be pad, 
70 And join'd with theſe the long-Oonteſtell mad 
With all her charms, Brie J reſign, 
And ſolemn ſwear thoſe charms were never mine; 
Untouch'd the ſtay'd, uninjur'd ſhe removes, 
Pure from my arms, and guiltleſs of my loves... 

75 Theſs infant null eng rhe yore"; — 
Give.zo CENT. bs 


xD 


With gold and braſ hir — — 


Beſides full twenty nymphetof Den nac 
wn copy oe al crown Ne warm ee 
Such.as himſelf will chuſey yrho-yield ro none, 
Or yield to Hblen's heay'nly charms alone... IIB). 
Yet her me farther: when'our wars ate Bet, 
If fafe we land on e, fruirful ere, oo 
There Quit be Ive; l Tao, our bopours (bane. - 21 
eee 07 corre ok 
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190 And briglit Chryſorhemis| wich golden har; Vale 


Jo eicher y way of firnane, er by reaſon of her Corplexion, 


—— — 
* - = 


wander a diſconſolate my d vgn, Which mews chat it wa 


| ler Ta AP RAs, whom he 


9. < The King deine not un dowry. nn 


. —— "RO ET 2 — aye owe - 
* - 


91 


* 


Tandler and Iphigenia' fair, tl Yo h h ny 25 


Her let him ry dere ee de 
I ask no preſents, nd reward for IOUỹẽ t 
My {lf will give the-dowirs Io vaſt à ſtore // 
As never father gave à child befor: ab. cl 5 
hi Ir muddy A rl 
Aw 89 vi ngnofot b 
N oft ban 
v. its: Lende. nien, 249. Tbeſe are che names of 


* 


„ren en n TH 


Agamerima's daughters, ' among which we do 1 find Electra. 


But ſome affirm, ſays — Laddice and Blechre are the 
ſame, (as Iphianalſa Lo fame tk Hema) and ſhe was called 


dhe ay ents £06 KAT "maid; ys W n N 
who fays chat ſhe remain'd-kdngs virg m 


TiagSiny nuch #3 rus Wiles 2%. 
And in Sophocles, ſhe 174 of herſelf, And * 03 


ever look'd upon as a'diſgrace to continue. lon 
V. 192, T rf sc—— fr lt N f For 


in Greece the idegrooms before he marry'd, was;pbliged to Make 
rwo CNET his 8 and che other to his fathe 


in law. This cuſtom is very untient; it Was practiſed by the H 

brews in the time of the patriarchs. Abraham 's ſeryagt gave neck: 
demanded — 

is 24.22. Shechem ſon of Homer lays rob and his ſom, x. 

he was deſirous to eſpouſe,” Ask er dowry and gift 

<« Geneſis 34. 12. F — p p feſen 


Pry af 40 d and the h PN 
. EE Lo Rinks 


reaſon of his poverty dal be could nor be fon he e dei 


ac —=" _ e 


© Who feels no mercy, and who hears no pray'rs, ' 


Book IX. HOME R's ILI4D; uf 


Sev'n ample cities ſhall confeſs his ſwa, 

Cardamyle with ample turrets crown c. 
And ſacred Pedaſys for vines renown'd; 4 4 12 
pea fair, the Paſtures Kira yields, 

> And rich ales with ber donn fields: — 
The whole extent to Hula, ſindy plain. 4412 
Along the verdavt. margiu of the main. 

There heifers graze, and lab'r ring oxen toil; | 

Bold are the men, and gen'rous is the foil: 
5 There ſhall be reign with pow'r and juſtice crown'd,. 

And rule the tributary realms around. 

All this 1 give, his vengeance to controul, . 
And ſure all this may move his mighty ſoul. 
Pluto, the griſly God, who never ſpares, 


. R 7 
- * 


- Lives 


tle e Wa Gi Wirth hs the 
bride, „ to the 
father, hut only of that which was given to the — 
which was call'd id. The dowry which the father gave to his 
daughter was call'd bu wherelace ⏑ Js. he 
ei dm one. Dader. 12 

v. ag. Plato, the griſly Gd, who neuer Lian, The meaning 
ef this may de gather d from efſhyins, cited here by Eafiethins. . 
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Lives dark and dreadful in deep Hell's abodes, | 
And mortals hate him, as the worſt of Gods. 
0 Great tho he be, it fits him to · obey; 
| Since more than his my years, and more my ſway. 
WY 215 The Monarch thus: the rey'rend Neſtor then: 
14 | -Great Agamemnon ! glorious King of Men! 
if | Such are thy offers as a Prince may take, 
LE And ſuch as fits a geri'rous King to make. 
1 Let choſen delegates this hour be ſent, 
220 (My ſelf will name them) to Pelide? tent: 

Let Phenix lead, rever'd for'hoary age, 

1 | Yet 


u. de e Shaper ied, 
Od & mt Sd dd Fheriden MA Cole, 
*Oud" i Bapacc, dd οον.. 


« Death is the only God who is not mov'd by offerings, whom 
you cannot conquer by ſacrifices and oblations, and therefore 
> dee the only God to whom no altar is erected, and no hymng 
er are ſung. 

n lead.) How comes it to paſs that Phenix 
is in the Gretian camp: when undoubtedly he rerir'd with his pu- 
pil Achilles? Exftathins ſays the ancients conjectur- d that he came 
to che camp to ſee the laſt barrel: and indeed nothing is more na- 
wural to imagine, than that Achilles would be impatient t know 
the event of the day, when he was himſelf abſent from che fight: 
and as his revenge and glory were to be-ſatisfy'd/ by the ill ſucceſs 
of the Grecians, it is highly probable that he ſent Phenix to enquire 
after it. Enftathins farther oþſerves, Phenix was —_—— 
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Yet more to ſanctify the word you ſend, 

Let Hodius and Exrybazes attend, 

Now pray to Fove to grant what Greece demandsz 
Pray, in deep ſience, and with pureſt hands, 

He ſaid, and all approv'd, The heralds bring 

The cleanſing water from the living ſpring. 

The youth with wine the facred goblets crown'd, 
o And large libations drench'd the ſinds around. 

The rite perform'd, the Chiefs their thirſt alay, 
Then from the royal tent they take their way ; 


* 


dor, but only the conductor of the embaſſy. This is evident from the 
words themſelves, which are all along deliver'd in the dual num- 
ber; and farther from Achilles's requiring Phenix to ay with him 
when the other two departed, F * 
v. 222. Great Ajax next, and Ithacus the ſage.] The choice of 
theſe perſons is made with a great deal of Judgment. Achilles 
could not but reverence the venerable Pharix his guardian and tutor, 
well as he, and were therefore proper perſons to perſuade him to 
forgive as they had forgiven; beſides, it was the greateſt honour 
that could be done to Achilles, to ſend the moſt worthy perſonages' 
in the army to him. Ulyſſes was inferior to none in eloquence 
but to Neſfor. Ajax was ſecond to none in valour but to Achilles, - 
Ajax might have an influence over him as a relation, by deſcent 
from c/facxs, Ulyſſes as an orator : to theſe are join'd Hodins and 
Exrybates, two heralds, which tho? it were not cuſtomary, yet was 
neceſſary in this place, both to certify Achilles that this embaſlage 
was the act of Agamemnom himſelf, and alſo to make theſe per- 
ſons who had been witneſſes before God and man of the wrong 
done to Achilles in reſpe& to Briſeis, witneſſes alſo of the farisfac+ = 
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tion given him. Enftathins, 
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i HOMER. IL TAD. Boox IX. 
Wiſe Neſtor turns on each his careful eye, 
Forbids t' offend, inſtructs them to apply: 
235 Much he advis'd them all, Uyyſes moſt, 
To deprecate the Chief, and fave the hoſt. 

Thro' the ſtill, night they march, and hear the roar 
Of murm'ring billows on the ſounding ſhore. 

To Neprune, ruler of the ſeas profound, 

240 Whoſe liquid arms the mighty globe ſurround, 
They pour forth v6ws, their embaſſy to bleſs, 
And calm the rage of ſtern acides. 
And now arriv'd, where, on the ſandy bay 
The Myrmidonian tents and veſſels lay; 


17 


245 Amus d at caſe, the godlike man they found, 


Pleas'd w. th the ſolemn harp's harmonious ſound. 


v. 2.35. Mach he advis'd them all, Ulyſſes moſt.) There is a 
great propriety in repreſenting Neſtor as ſo particularly applying 
himſelf on this occafion to Ulyſſes, Tho' he of all men had the 
leaſt need of his inſtrudtions; yer it is highly natural for one wiſe 
man to talk moſt to another. 

v. 246. Pleas'd with the ſolemn hary's harmonions ſound.)  Ho- 
e mer (ſays Pletarch) to prove what an excellent uſe may be made 
of muſick, feign'd Athilles ro compoſe by this means the wrath 
<< he had conceiy'd-againſt Ag anmmmon. He ſung to his harp the 
cc noble actions of the valiant, A atchievements 1 
« and Demigods, a ſubje& worthy of Achilles. Homer m er 
« teaches us 22 ſiction the proper ſeaſon for muſick, when 4 
« man is at leiſure and unemploy'd in greater affairs, For Achilles» 
-« ſo valorous as he was, had retir'd from action thro' his mn 

: | | e 
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(The well-wrought harp from conquer d Thebs came, 
Of poliſh'd filver was its coſtly frame; 
With this he ſooths his angry ſoul, and fings 
Th immortal deeds of Heroes and of Kings. 
Patroclus only of the royal train, 

Plac'd in his tent, attends the lofty ſtrain: 
Full oppoſite he fate, and liſten d long, 

In filence waiting till he ceas d the ſong. 
Unſeen the Grecian embaſſy proceeds 

To his high tent; the great Ulyſſes leads. 
Achilles ſtarting, as the Chiefs he ſpy'd, 

Leap'd from his ſeat, and laid the harp aſide. 
With like ſurprize aroſe Menatius ſon; 

Pelides graſp'd their hands, and thus begun. 
Princes all hail! whatever brought you here, 


Or ſtrong neceſſity, or urgent fear; 


. 


lying Wh ſire to 4 And nothing was 

d the u. diſpobtion of this hero, than theſe heroick ſongs, that pre- 
: wiſe Bi: pared him for. the deeds and toils he afterwards undertook» by 
the celebration of the like in thaſe who had gone before him. 
Such was the ancient muſick, and to ſuch purpoſes it was ap- 
ply'd. Plat. of maſick. The ſame author relates in the life af 


wrath Alexander, that when the lyre of Paris was offer d to that Prince, 
Pp the e made anſwer, « He had little value for it» but much defired that 
. of Achilles, on which he ſung the actions of heroes in former 


tmes, 

v. 261. Princes all hail!) This ſhort ſpeech is wonderfully pr 

x; to. the occaſion, and aa - ache the ſpeaker. One 
123 5 


30 HOMER, ILIAD. Boox IN. 
Welcome, tho' Greeks ! for not as foes ye came; 
To me more dear than all that bear the name. 

265 With that, the Chiefs beneath his roof he led, 
And plac'd in ſeats with purple carpets ſpread. 
Then thu=—Parroclus, crown a larger bow), þ 


, a r 
Mix purer wine, and open ey'ry ſoul: e 
Of all the warriors yonder hoſt can ſend, q 
270 Thy friend moſt honours theſe, and theſe thy friend. 4 
» id 
a te 
| | 0 
25 under a great expectation of what Achilles will ſay at the fg e 
of theſe heroes, and I know nothing in nature that could ſatisfi 7. 
it, but the very thing he here accoſts them with. ter 
v. 268. Mix purer wine.) The meaning of this word Cee vf vil 
is very dubious; ſome ſay it ſignifies warm wine, from Cie, ferves pi: 
according wo Ariftotle it is an adverb, and implies to mix wine 
gnickly, And others think it ſignifies pure wine. In this laſt ſenſ Pi 
Herodotns uſes it, Ex Ce G2).an?) of Zraplia?) aver, ini fs: 
See Aiguoin, we v I Lxv9dr, of quoi, eie Emi pw ain he 
Hor apiolec, id JH NU d ,v. Which in EN Go 
Eſb is thus; « When the Spartans have an inclination to drink theij tho 
wine pure and not diluted, they propoſe to drink after the man ide: 
ner of the Scythians; ſame of whom coming embaſſadors to Si be! 
taught Cleomenes to drink his wine unmix'd. I think this ſen d 
'of the word is moſt natural, and Achilles might give this parti Nice 
lar order not to dilute the wine fo much as uſually, becauſe . n 
embaſſadors who were brave men, might be ſuppos'd to be mud P 
_ fatigu'd in the late battel, and to want a more than uſual refreſ * 
ment. Enſtathins. See Plutarch. Symp. li 4. c. . — 
3 I 
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He fid ; Patroclus Oder the blazing fire 
Heaps in a brazen vaſe three chines entire: "a 


v. 251. W e the l dd Gf The reader 

not expect to find much beauty in ſuch deſcriptions as 
give us an exact account of the ſimplicity of hae ae which for 
ing, no 


of the Dee and it ſeemꝭd 
demanded of him to omit nothing that might give the Greeks an 
idea of the manners of their predeceſſors. But however that mat- 
ter ſtood it ſhould methinks be 2 pleaſure ro a modern reader to 
fre how ſuch mighty men, whoſe actions have ſurviv'd their per- 
ſons three thouſand years, liv'd in the earlieſt ages of the worlds 


pieces of ſtare and pageantry. | 
The ſupper alſo is deſcrib'd with an * ſimplicity: three 
Princes are buſied in preparing it, and they who made the greateſf 
houre in the field of battel, thought it no diſparagement to prepare 
their own repaſt. The objections ſome have made that Homer's' 
Gods and Heroes do every thing for themſelves, as if ſeveral of 
CET ny On PO NOONE 
idea of modern luxury and grandeur: whereas in truth it is ra- 
ther à weakneſs and imperfeQion to ſtand in need of the aſſiſtance 
and miniſtry of others. But however it be, methinks thoſe qt the 
niceſt raſte might reliſh this entertainment of Numer s, when they 
eon{ider theſe great men as ſoldiers in à camp» in whom. the leaſt 
appearance of luxury would have been x crime. | 

v. 271. Patroclus er the Waxing fire.] Madam Dacier's general 
note an this paſſage deſerves to be tranſcribed, * Homer, ſays ſhey 
«is in the right not to avoid theſe deſcriptions, becauſe” nothing 
*. can properly be called vulgar which is drawn from the manner 
and uſages of perſons-of: the firſt dignity and alſo becauſe im 
z jongue. even. the cerms of cookery are- © nobles and of > 
24 « agreeable. 


zz HOMER: ILIAD. Beox 1X. I 
The brazen vaſe Auna faſtaine, 
Which fleſh of porket, ſheep, and peat contains: ' ' Wl 
\ 
\ 


275 afhilles at the gen al feaſt preſides, 
The parts transfixes, and with skill divides, | 
Mean while Patroclus ſweats the fire to raiſe; 7 Fl 
The tent is brightned with the riſing blaze: 
280 Then, when the languid flames at length ſubſide, ; 
He firows 8 bed 6f glowing embers wide, R 
| | 
/ 
} 


bene t— omg ——— to place them fo 
« well, as to extract à perfect harmony from them: ſo that he 
« may be faid to be as excellent a poct when he deſcribes theſe 
* ſmall matters, as when he treats of the op Tu 
« nor ſo either with our manners, or our Cookery is 


left to ſervants, and all ins terms fo low and diſagreeadle, even 
that has not 


in the ſound, that nothing can be made of them 


at firſt think of this preparation of the repaſt ; but 
err and 
give Homer as he is, without retrenching any thing the ſim- 
« plicity of the heroick manners. I do not write to enter the 
< liſts againſt Homer, I will diſpute nothing with him; my delign 
«+ is only to give an idea of him, and to make him underſtood : 
the reader will therefore forgive me if this deſcription has none 
< of its original graces. 

V. 272. ed The wotd xpeior fignifies the veſſel, 
and not the meat it ſeif, as Exphorion conjeftured, giving it as © 
feaſon that Homer makes no mention of boiled meat: but this does 
mot hinder but that the meat 4 
make it roaſt the ſooner, This, with ſome other notes on the par 
ticulars of this paſſage, belong to Baffatbius, and Madam Pate 
YO er 


Above 
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And ſprinkles facred ſalt from lifted urns ; 


With-bread the glitt'ring caniſters they load, 
Which round the board Menatins' fon beſtow d; 
Himſelf, oppos'd t Ulyſſes full in ſight, 

Each portion parts, and orders ev'ry rite. 
The firſt fat off rings, to th Immortals due, 
Amidſt the. greedy flames Favela: threw ; 

Then each, indulging in the ſocial feaſt, 
D His thirſt and hunger ſoberly repreſt. 

That done, to Phænix Ajax gave the ſign; 

Not unperceiv d; Ves crown'd with wine 


The 


v. 282. And ſprinkles ſacred ſalt.] Mate cy 
filt is call'd facred or divine, but the beſt is becauſe it preſerves: 
incorrupt, and keeps them from diſſolution. $0 thunder 
CE AT din) bs od lk Hol to 
« dies ſtruck with thunder will not putrify; beſides, generation. is 
« divine, becauſe God is the principle of all things, and ſalt is mot 
« operative in generation. Lycophron calls it ie N for 
FA Rand ty: Be LY ee ENS 
v. 291. To Pbœnix Ajax gave the ſign.] Ajax, who was a rough 
is impatient to have the buſineſs. over: he 


and . there would ihe ne hopes 


- — — 
— '  — —  —— 
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The foaming bowl, and inſtant thus began, 
His ſpeech addreſſing to the Godlike man. 
295 Health to Achilles ! happy are thy gueſts! 
Not thoſe more honour'd whom Aide feaſts: ._ 


— wy 


of ſucceſs, as one of theſe was his guardian, the other his relation, 
One may farther add to theſe reaſons of Enftathins, that it would 
have been improper for Phenix to have ſpoken firſt, ſince he ww 
not an embaſſador;; and therefore Ulyſſes was the fitter Perſon; u WINS 7 
being empower'd by that function to make an offer of the preſent - 
in the name of the King. | | | 
v. 295. Health to Achilles.) There are no.diſcourſes in the Iliad | 
better placed,” better tim'd,” or that give a greater idea of Homer: 
genius, than. theſe of the embaſſadors to Achilles, Theſe ſpeeches 
ne. not only neceſſarily demanded by the occaſion, but diſpoſed 
with art, and in ſuch an order, as raiſes more and more the pler 
ſure of the reader. Ulyſſes ſpeaks the firſt, the character of whole 
diſcourſe is a well-addreſs'd eloquence ; ſo the mind is agreeably 
engag d by the choice of his reaſons and applications: Achilles re- 
plies with a magnanimous Freedom, whereby the mind is elevated 
with the ſentiments of the hero: Phenix diſcourſes in a manner 
touching and pathetick, whereby the heart is. moved: and Afar 
concludes with a. generous diſdain, that leaves the foul of the rer 
der inflamed. This order undoubtedly denotes a great poet, who 
Knows how to command attention- as he pleaſes, by the arrange- 
ment of his matter; and 1 believe it is not poſſible to propoſe : 
better model for the happy difpofition of a ſubſect. Theſe word: 
are Monſieur de Ia Motte's, and no teſtimony can be more glorious 
to Homer than this, which comes from the mouth' of an enemy, 
v. 296. Not thoſe more honour'd whom Atrides feaſts.) 1 muſt 
jaſt mention Dacier's obſervation : With what cunning Ulyſts here 
© Aides in the odious name of Agamenmon; as he praiſes Achilles, that 
the ear of this impetuous man might be familiariz'd ro that name. 
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That Agamennor's regal tent affords ; - | i 
But greater cares fit heavy on- our ſouls, - , 
© Not eas d by banquets or by flowing bowls... 
What ſcenes of ſlaughter in yon fields appear! 
The dead we mourn, and for the living fear z- 
Greece on the brink of Fate all doubtful ſtands, 
And owns no help but from thy faving hands: 


IX 


ve and ber aids for ready vengeance call; 

che And point at every ſhip: their vengeful flame! 5 
See, full of Fove, avenging Hedor: riſe! 
He waits but for the morn, to fink in flame 


refer Their threat ning tents already ſhade our Wall: | 
poſed | | | A 
ple. For them the Father of tho Gods declares, or. i 
whole o Theirs are his omens, and his thunder theirs. We 
, wa 
| } 
See! Heay'n and earth the raging Chief defies; SY $ "If 
What fury in his breaſt, what light ning in his eyes!) 
5 The fhips, the Greeks, and all the Greciow name: rg 


v. 314. He waits but for the morn, to fink in flame The ſhips, the © © * 

Greeks, Gr.] There is a circumſtance in the original which 1 

Have omitted, for fear of being too particular in an ofation of this 
warmth and importance ; but as it preſerves a piece of 

"x — aa. „ 


Heav'ns!' how my country's woes diſtract my mind; 
Left fate accompliſh all his rage delign'd. 

And muſt we, Gods! our heads inglorious lay 
In Trojan duſt, and this the fatal day? 

30 Return, dthilles! oh return, tho'late, 

To fave thy Greeks, and ſtop the courſe of fate; 
If in that heart, or grief, or courage lies, 

Riſe to redeem ;,ah yet, to conquer, riſe! 
The day may come, when all our warriors ſlain, 
325 That bert ſhall mit, that coutage riſt in vaio. 
Regard in time, O Prinee divinely brave! 
Tboſe wholſothe canftbe Which thy father pave... 
5 | When Palas in his gell arms embrace 

His parting ſon, theſe accents dvere his lah. 

330 My, child! with frength, with glory and ſucceſs, 
Thy arms may Fune and Minervs bleſs! 

Truſt that to Heav'a : but thou, thy cares engage 
To cum thy paſſions, and ſubdue thy rage: 
From gentler manners let thy glory grow, 

335 And ſhun contention, the ſure ſource of woe 


Wet but bear off the hee of the G, which were card an 
be grows of the veſſela . Theſe were hung up in the temples, as 
a ohne of viirp, eccatiing 9 the cull 0f e 
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That young and old may in thy praiſe combine, 
The virtues of humanity be thin. 
This, now deſpis d advice, thy father gave; 
Ah! check thy anger, and: be truly brave. 

If thou wilt yield to great Aide pray rt, 

Gifts worthy thee, his ol hand prepares ;, 

If not—but hear me, while IL number o'er 

The proffer d preſents, an exhauſtleſs ſtore. 

Ten weighty talents of the pureſt gold. 

And twice ten vaſes of refulgent mold; 

Sev'n ſacred tripods, whoſe unſully d frame 

Vet knows no office, nor has felt the flame: 
Twelve ſteeds unmatch'd in fleetneſꝭ and in force;, 
And ſtill victorious in the duſty courſe: | 
(Rich were the man, whoſe ample ſtores exceed, 
he prizes purchas'd by their winged {peed}:  . 


37 


v. 344. But hear m, white F monber Ver The proffer d preſents] 
onheur dg d. Matte finds fault with Homer for making Ulyſſes im. - 
his place repeat all the offers of AH to Achilles, Not to» | 
inſwer that it was but neceſſury to- make known to-Aalaller all che · 
propoſals, or that this diſtin enumeration ſery'd the more to: 
ove hint, 1 think dne may — — 
whether the ſolemn —4 . — 
beer Aral yy oy 

eur de da Motre would have 138 vs was ol 
. Apumamnan bod nies (one. bs 1 


Ser n 
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Sev'n lovely captives of the Leian line, 
Skill'd in each art, unmatch'd in form divine, 
The fame bo choſe for more than vulgar charms; 
355 When Lesbos funk beneath thy eonqu' ring arms. 
All theſe, to buy thy friendſhip, ſhall be paid, 
And join'd with theſe the long-conteſted maid 5- 
With all her charms, Briſei he'll reſign, | 
And ſolemn ſwear thoſe charms were only thine; 
360 Untouch'd the ſtayd, unitjur'd the removes, © 
Pure from his arms, and guiltleſs of his loves. 
Theſe inſtant ſhall be thine ; and if-the. pow s 
| Give to our arms proud Ilian's hoſtile tow'ts; 
Then ſhall thou-ſtore- (when Greece the ſpoil divides) | 
365 With gold and braſs thy loaded navy's fides. 
Befides*full twenty nymphs of Trojan race, 
With copiaus love ſhall crown thy warm embrace; 
Such as thy ſelf ſhall chuſe; who yield to none, 
Or yield to Helen's heav'nly charms alone. 
370 Yet hear me farther: when our wars are oer; 
If ſafe we land on Argos fruitful ſhore, - 
There ſhalt thou live his ſon, I: TP. 
And with Orefter” ſelf divide his care. | 
ret more three daughters in hie can are bed. 
WW N * 


2 


Pa 


* 


r EIT RU PE 


* 


e 


. 


1 


i 


Book IX. HOME Rs ILTAD. 30 


e GA | 

Her ſhalt thou. wed whom moſt thy eyes approve 
He asks no preſents; no reward for love: | 

o Himſelf. M give the dow'r;, ſo vaſt a ſtore, - | 

As never father gave a child before.” -. 

Sev'n ample cities ſhall confeſs thy fray, 

Thee Enope, and Phere thee obey, 
Cardamyle with ample turrets crown'd, 

5 And. acred Pedaſus, for vines renown'd ;. 

And rich Autheis with her flow'ry field: 

The whole extent to Har ſindy plain 

Along the verdant margin of the main. 

O There heifers graze, and lab'ring oxen toil; 

Bold are the men, aud gen'rous. is the ſuil. 

The al ane en pen i hun o 
e ends which l 4% wh hg, 
"Such the repentance of a ſuppliant King. 
But- if all this relentleſs thou. diſdain. 
If honour, and if int reſt plead in vain; | 
Yet ſorne redreſs'to ſuppliant Greece afford. 
a e bruni Gd, , 


J. % 1 — 


} 
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400 If no regard thy ſuf ring country claim, 
Hear thy own glory, and the voice of fame: 
For now that chief, whoſe unrefiſted ire 
Proud Hadw, now, th unequal. fight demie 
49F And only triumphs to deſerve thy hands, 

Then thus the Goddeſt-bora. 0e, hear 
A faithful ſpeech, that knows nor art, nor fear; 


What in my ſecret foul is underſtood, 

My tongue ſhall utter, and my deeds make good. Fr 
410 Let Greece then know, my purpole 1 retain, . 

Nor with new treaties vex my peace in vin. 4 

Who dares think one thing, and another tell, on 

My heart deteſt him as the gates of hell. He 


| Then thus in ſhort, my fixt reſalves attend, 
415 Which nor Abrides, nar his Greeks can bend; 


v. 406. Achilles ſpeech.] Nothing is more remarkable than the 
conduct of Homer in this fpeech of. Achilles... He begins. with ſome 
degree of coolneſs, as in reſpe& to the embaſſadors, whoſe 
he eſteem'd, yet even there his temper juſt fhews irfelf in the in- 
finuation that Ulyſſes had dealt artfully with him, which in two pe 
ri0ds riſes into an open deteſtation of all artifice. He then falls incoa Bl kind 
ſullen declaration of hisxeſolves; and a more ſtdare repreſentation of hu x, 
paſt ſervices ; but warms as he goes om and every minute he hu wele 
names his wrong, flies outifito extravagance. His rage, @waken't BY ore, 
by that injury, in like u fre blown by a Wind, that Ginks end rife BY had 
by fits, bur keeps. comumnlly burning, and blazes but the more fo BY in th 


Long 
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Long toils, long perils in their cauſe I bore, 
But now th' unfruitful glories charm no more. 
Fight or not fight, a like reward we claim, 
he wretch and hero find their prize the ſame; © 
ke regretted in the duſt he lies, 
ho yields ignobly, or who bravely dies. 
Of all my dangers, all my glorious pains, 
life of labours, lo! what fruit remains? 
s the bold bird her helpleſs young attends, 
From danger guards them, and from want defends ; 
In ſearch of prey the wings the ſpacious air, 
And with th* untaſted food ſupplies her care: 
For thankleſs Greece ſuch hardſhips have I brav'd, 
Her wives, her infants by my labours fav'd; 
Lor ; ſleepleſs nights in heavy arms 1 ſtood, 

al fireat lborious days in dult and tlood. 


X. 


v. 424. 41 the bold bird, &c.] This Gmile (ſays {s Motte) mult 
be allow'd to be juſt, but was not fit to be ſpoken in a paſſien. One 
„reer 
the leſs proper to a man in a it being enough, 
err the more. to recollect he 
kindneſs we have formerly ſhewn „ 
Enftathins obſerves, chat ſo ſoft as the fimile ſeems, it has never- 


| caſes had not preſerved them. III 


re for BN in the preceding note, it will appear that the paiiion of Au 
Ann 


I Gck'd twelve ample Cities on the Main, 
And twelve lay ſmoaking on the-Trojan Plain: 
Then at Arides haughty feet were laid 
435 The wealth I gather d, and the ſpoils I made. 
Your mighty Monarch theſe in peace poſſeſt; 4 
Some few my ſoldiers had, himſelf the reſt. 5 
Some preſent too to ev'ry Prince was paid 5 
And ev'ry Prince enjoys the gift he n-ade 3 
4401 only muſt refund, of all his train; 
See what preheminence our merits gain! 
My ſpoil alone his greedy ſoul delights; 
My ſpouſe alone muſt bleſs his luſtful nights: 
The woman, let him (as he may) enjoy; 
445 But what's the quarrel, then of Greece to Troy ? _ 
What to theſe ſhores th' aſſembled nations. draws, | 
What calls for vengeance but a woman's cauſe ? | 


v. 432. It ſack'd twelve ample cities.] Enftathins ſays, chat the 
anger of Achilles not only throws him inte tautology, but alſo in- 
2 — For, ſays he, theſe words may either ſignify that he 
deſtroy d twelve cities with his ſhips; or barely cities with twelve 
ſhips. But Enftathins in this place is like many other Commen- 
tators, who can ſee a meaning in a ſentence, that never enter'd into 
the thoughts of an author. It is not eafy ro conceive how Achilles 
could have expreſs'd himſelf more clearly. There is no doubt bur 
Jud tua agrees with the fame word that id, does, in the 
ing Line, which is certainly ee: and there is a mani — 
metation of the place he had conquer d, by ſea» and by land. 
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Xo IX HOMER ILIAAD 4q 
Are fair endowments-and a beauteous face 
Belov'd by none but thoſe of u race? | 
The Wife whom- choiee and paſſion both approve, 
Sura ev ry wilt and worthy man will love. 
Nor did my fair one leſs diſtinction claim; 
Slave as ſhe was, my ſoul ador'd the dame. 
Wrong'd in my love, all proffers I diſdaiir; 
Deceiv'd for once, I truſt not Kings again; 
Ye have my anſwer hat remains to do; 
Your King, Hen, may conſult 3 


What 


v. 450, The wife whom arc nd pin huts pr, For Sore ev' 
de and worthy man will love.) The argument 

place is very 2-propos with reference to pg caſe 1 
If I tranſlated it verbatim, I muſt ſay in plain Engliſh, Every honeſt 


dier govern'd'by his paſſions, and in the rage _ — 
mony to his own reſpe& for the ladies. Bur ie Poltis 
of Thrace was of another opinion, who would — 
two wives, out of pure nature to two mere ſtrangers; as I 
have met with the ſtory in Piatarch. When the Greefs 
- the were raiſing forces againſt Tyoy,. ſent embaſſadors to this Polis 
125. to defire his aſſiſtance. He enquir'd the cauſe of the war, and was 
* told it was the injury Paris had done Memelaus in taking his wife 
a a6 from him. n 
« dato the difference: Indeed it is not juſt the Greek Prince ſhovid 
zen- « loſe a wife, and on the other fide it is: pity the Bes ſhould 
— * want one. Now I have two wives, and to prevent all this miſ- 
« chief, I'll ſend one of them to Menelans, and the other to Paris. 
bur It is a ſhame. this ſtory is ſo little known, and that poor Poltis yet 
«of — -c; 7 ane eG 


Wer with- 
an 7 K Oil, me nfo mite gon, . 


* 


man loves his wife, Thus Hager hes aapde this ruth, this Tory ae 


rc - - - Tra. 


* 


What needs he the defence this arm can make? 
Has he not walls no human force can ſhake ? 

460 Has he not fenc'd his guarded navy round, 
With piles, with ramparts, and a trench profound? 


Repel the rage of Priam's ſingle ſon? 

There was a time ('twas when for Greece I fought) 
| 465 When Heltor's Prowels no ſuch wonders wrought ; 
He kept the verge of Toy, nor dar d to wait 

1 Achilles fury at the Scaan gate; 

r it once, and fare was fav'd by Fate, 
Þ But now thoſe ancient enmities are oer; 

470 To morrow we the fav'ring Gods implore, 


ned, Other brave warriors will be left behind to follew me in batteh, 
as we have ſeen in the firſt book. He anſwers here without either 


ſparing Ajax or Ulyſſes; as much his friends as 9.0% ap (out 
their ſhare in this ſtroke of raillery. 


cond Book, If there are a few who ſeparate themſelves from the 
of the Army, let them flay and periſh, v. 346. Probably this had 


ing theſe recrenciments, 
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And will not theſe (the wonders he has done) Te 


had been. 
reported to Achilles, and that Hero revenges himſelf here by mock» | 
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Then ſhall you ſee our parting veſſels crown'd, 1 
he third day hence, ſhall Prhia greet our fails, 
f mighty Nepruns ſend propitious gales ; 

this to her Achilles ſhall reſtore ' 

he wealth he left for this deteſted ſore : : 
hither the ſpoils of this long war ſhall paſs, © 
he ruddy gold, the ſteel, and ſhining braſs ; 
ly beautcous captives thither I'll convey, 

nd all that reſts of my unraviſt'd prey. 

ne only valu'd gift your tyrant gave, 

nd that reſum'd ; the fair Zyrneſſian ſlave. 


v. 473. The third day hence ſpall Pthia, c.] Monkeur de d A, 
inks the mention of theſe minute circumſtances not to agree wath 
e paſſionate character of the ſpeaker ; that he ſhall arrive at Pthia 
three days, that he ſhall find there all the riches he left when he 
to the ſiege; and that be ſhall carry other treaſares hm. Dire 
ſwers, that we need only conſider the preſent ſnunation of Achilles, 
d his cauſe of complaint againſt Agemenmen, and we ſhall beſa- 
fied here is nothing but What is exa&ly agreeable to the oc. 
o convince the embaſſadors that he will return home, he inſtances 
e ealineſs of doing it in the ſpace of three days. Hm had 
ur'd him in the point of booty, he therefore declares he had 
ficient treaſures at home; and that he will carry off ſpoils enough, 
d women enough w make amends for thoſe that Prince had ra- 
d from him, Every one of theſe particulars mavks his paſſion 
N have, b een W e 
v. 481. One any your tyrant ge. inj 

ich Agamemnon offer d 8 in hie 
oughts ; he has but juſt diſmiſs'd it, and now returns to it 
ig, Theſe repetitions are far from being _—_ 
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Then tell him; loud, that all the Greets may her, 
And learn to ſcorn the wretch they baſely fear, 
485 (For arm'd in impudence, mankind he braves, 
And meditates new cheats on all his ſlaves: 
Tho' ſhameleſs as he is, to face theſe eyes = 7 
Is what he dares not ; if he dares, he dies) 
Tell him, all terms, all commerce 1 decline, 
450 Nor ſhare. his council, nor his battel join; 
For once deceiy'd, was his; but twice, were mine. 
No==—lct the ſtupid Prince, whom Fove deprives * 
Of ſenſe and juſtice, run where frenzy drives ; 
His gifts are hateful: Kings of ſuch a kind 
495 Btarid! but as ſlaves before a noble mind. 
W-woikhs whole unger is porpeanty heaking out pen (9.9 
_— Kings of ſuch 4 bind Stand but as_ſlaves before @ 
wind.] The words in the Greek are, I deſpiſe him as a Carian. U. hon 
- Carians were people of Baotia, the firſt that ſold their valour, a 
were ready to fight for any that gave them their pay. This v 
look'd upon as the vileſt of actions in thoſe heroical ages. Ich 


there is at preſent but one nation in the world diſtinguiſh'd n 
this practioe, who are ready to proſtitute their hands to Kill for — 


|  Enftathins endeavours to give many other ſolutions of this A 
r from Hyxay, pedi 
ins ; but this is too mean and trivial to be Homer's ſentin en 
There i is more probability that it comes from zip, xnecs nas 
x«o;c by the change of the Eta into Alpha; and then the m 
ing ill ey cher Aces haves im as much as bellor d 
W * 
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ot tho' he proffer i all himſelf poſſeſt, SIP 
id all his rapine cou d from others wreſt ; 
ot all the golden tides-of wealth that crown 
he many-peopled rcbamenian town; 

ot all proud Thebes? unrival'd walls contain, 
he world's great Empreſs on th Zgyprian plain, 


Tx 


& 


„ Theſe den creamflance 
ccerning Thebes are thought by ſome not to ſuit with that emo- 
\ with which Achilles here js ſuppoe'd to ſpeak: but the con- 
will appear true, if we reflect that nothing is more uſual for 
ſons tranſported with anger, than to inſiſt, and return to ſuch 
iculars as moſt touch them; and that exaggeration is a figure 
remely natural in paſſion. Achilles therefore, by ſhewing the 
atneſs of Thebes, its wealth and extent, does in effect but ſhew 
greatneſs of his on ſoul, and of that inſuperable reſentmene 
ich renders all theſe riches (tho the greateſt in the world) on- 
ple in his fights when bs comperte them with. the Inaigaiep 
honour has received. 

. 500. Proud Thebes” a walls, &c.] © The city which 
e Greeks call'd Thebes, the. igyptians Dioſpolis (fays Dioderas, 
b. 1. par. 2.) was in circuit @ hundred and forty fad, 


pt, but of the whole world. The fame of its wealth and 
A rn Sunne 
eee 


24. to — 2 
We 795 we Fine er 

dre l, elst, gun, i ov . * 
* £06001 e ij 2 n. v. 381. 


ho others affirm it r nee 


n whence the city was 
« | cad 


FOF From each wide portal iſſuing to the wars) 


, 


W HOMER ILIAD. Boox I! 


time made it their care tobeautify and enlarge this city; to wi 
« ſures of gold, filver, and ivory; with innumerable caleſſas 8, 


| 
(That ſpreads her conqueſts er a thouſand ſtates; 
And pours her heroes thro' a hundred gates, 
Two hundred horſemen, and two hundred cars 


Tho bribes were heap'd on bribes, in number more 
Than duſt in fields, or ſands along the ſhore; - 
Should all theſe offers for my friendſhip call; 

[Tis he that offers, and I ſcorn them all. 


— 0a MY ms a... co 2A 2 


bald the Hatidred-yaved, only ae Soving ane Un Yet it 
certain it furniſhed twenty thouſand chatiots of War; for u 
« were 2 hundred ſtables along the River, from Memphis to Th 
towards Libya, each of which contain'd two hundred horſe 
« ruins whereof are ſhewn at this day. The Princes from time 


» 
"oo 


« none under the ſun was equal in the many and magnificent u 


« Obeliſques of one entire ſtone. There were four temples ad 
« rable in beauty and greatneſs, the moſt ancient of which v 
« circuit thirteen ſtadin, and five and forty cubits in height, 1 
« a wall of four and twenty fogt broad. The ornaments and 
« ings within were agreeable to this miagnificence, boch in! 
« and workmanſhip, The fabrick is yet remaining, but the 
© filver, ivory, and precious ſtones were ranſack'd by the Pen 
* when Cambyſes burn'd the temples of opt. There were 
in the rubbiſh above three hundred talents of gold, and 10 
« than two thouſand three hundred of ſilver The fame 1 
proceeds to give many inſtances of the magnificence of this | 
city. The deſcription 0 ey Cn 
cularly that of Ofymandnae, is perfeAly perfeAly aſtoniſhing, .o which | 
fer the Reader. 

and Free rn nt the King of Tt . 
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Atride? dnighter never ſhall be lel Irn NN 
(An ill-match'd conſurt) to Achille? bed; © j; 
Like golden Nut tho? ſhe charm'd the heart. 
And vy'd with Pallas in the works of art. . 
5 Some greater Greek let hol high mpeg. 
I hate alliance with a tyrant's race. l 
IF rb e ale 6s wer cooks AI "+ 
The rev'rend Peleus ſhall elect my wife; 
Theſſalian nymphs there are, of form divine, 
for o And Kings that ſize to mix their blood with minez 
ls WY Veſt in kind love, my years ſhall glide W — e 


1 


Content with juſt hereditary ſway; back 
en; u There deaf for ever to the martial ſtrife, EE 
Jn" TY Enjoy the dear prerogative of Life. 


ch * ;Life is not to be bought with heaps ef geld: 225 
ny Not all Apollo's Pythian treaſures hold, univ.. 
* Or Troy once held, in peace and pride of fa, E 


ahmen x mo 
4 v. 526. Net all Apollo's Pythian treaſwres.] The temple: of 
his ol ele at Delphos was the richeſt temple in che world, by the offer- 
a re. re 
veral other treaſures. Nen chat the Pho- 


ended n pillag d it in the time of Philip the fon of dee, 
gave occaſion to the holy war. Tis faid to have been 


fore, and r 
aarried away. See | 
Por, III. 31 
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Loſt herds and treaſures, we by arms regain, 
And ſteeds unrivall'd on the duſty plain; 

But from our lips the vital ſpirit fled, 8 
Returns no more to wake the ſilent dead. 

My fates long fince by Thetis were diſclos'd, Ty 


And each alternate, life or fame propos'd: 
* | Here, 


v. 530. The vital ſpirit fled, Retwns no more] Nothing ſure 
could be better imagin'd, or more ſtrongly paint Achilles's reſent- 


-ment; than this commendation which Homer puts into his mouth 


of a long and peaceable life. That hero whoſe very ſoul was poſ- 
ſeſs'd with love of glory, and who preferr'd it to life it ſelf, lets 
his anger prevail over this his darling paſſion: he deſpiſes even 


glory, when he cannot obtain that, and enjoy his revenge at the 


e time; and rather than lay this aſide, becomes the very re- 
verſe of himſelf. | 
v. 532. My fates long ſince by Thetis were diſclos'd.) It was. very 
for Homer to put the reader more than once in mind of 
this piece of Achilles's ſtory; There is a remark of Monſienr de la 
Motte which deſerves to be tranſcrib'd entire on this occaſion. 
« The generality of people who do not know Achilles by the 
6 Iliad, and who upon a moſt noted fable conceive him invulne- 
& rable all but in the heel, find ir ridiculous that he ſhould be 


4 placed at the head of heroes; ſo true it is, that the idea of ya- 


— — 


« jour implies it always in danger. | | | 
e Should a giant, well arm'd, fight againſt a legion of children, 
Whatever flaughter he ſhould make, the pity any one would 
* have for them would not turn at all to any admiration 
« of him, and the more he ſhonld' applaud his own conrage, the 
< more one would be offended at his pride, © 

« Achilles had been in 'this caſe, if Homer, beſides all che ſupe- 


„ riority of ſtrength he has given him, had not found the art of 


te putting likewiſe his greatneſs of foul out of all ſufpicion, 
« He has perfectly well ſucceeded, in feigning that Achilles 
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Here, if I ſtay, before the Dyjan town, 5 . 
Short is my date, but-deathleſs my renown; 
If I return, I quit immortal praiſe 

For years on years, and long. extended days, 
Convinc'd, tho” late, I. find my fond miſtake, We 
And warn the Greoks the wiſer choice, to make: 
To quit theſe ſhores, their native ſeats enjoy, 8 
Nor hope the fall of heav'n-defended Troy. _ 


"i 
3 


es arm diſptay d aflerts ber from the ckie ; 

. Her hearts are ſtrengthen d, and her glories riſe. 

ao then, to Greece report our fixt deſign; uk 

„al your counſels, all your armies-join, 

er all your forces, all your arts conſpire. 


To fave the ſhips, the troops, the chiefs from fires, * 


before his ſetting” out to the Trojan wur, was ſure of meeting 

his death. The deſtinies, had propoſed to him by the mouth of p 
« Thetis, the alternative of à long and happy, bur obſcure life," if 

Ahe ſtay'd in his owtiiſtats;; or of à ſhort but glorious one, if her 

* embrac'd the vengeance of the Greeks. He wiſhes for glory in . 
« contempt of death; and thus all his aQtions; all bis motion eee 
r ſo'many proofs of his courage; he runs, in haſtening his ex- | 
© ploits, to a death which he knows infallibly attends him; What 5 
* does it avail bim, that he routs every thing almoſt without re- 

ſiſtance? It is ſtill true, that he every moment encounters” amd 
« faces the ſentence of his deſtiny,” and chat he devotes himſelf ge- 
« nerouſly for glory. Homer was ſo ſenſible that chis idea muſt 
force a concern for his Hero, that he { it cthroaghaue/ his 
poem, to the end that the reader having it Always in vie m 
« eſleem Achilles even for what he performs without the leuſt 
3 eis. Que 
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One ſtratagem has fail'd, and others will: 
Fe find, Achilles is\unconquer'd ſtill. 
550 Go ther—digeſt my meſſage as ye may 
But here this night let rev rend Phanix tay : 
_ His tedious toils, and hoary hairs demand Tr 
A peaceful death in Pthia's friendly land. 
_ But whether he remain, or {fail with me, 
3555 His age be ſacred, and his will be free. 
The ſon of, Peleus ceas'd: the chiefs around 
In filence wrapt, in conſternation drown'd, 
Attend the ſtern reply. Then Phanix roſe; 
. _ (Down his white beard a ſtream of ſorrow flows)" 
560 And while the fate of ſuff ring Greece he mourn'd, 
With accent weak theſe tender words return C. 
Divine Achilles ! wilt thou then retire, _ .. .. _ 
And leave our hoſts in blood, our fleets on fire? 
If wrath ſo dreadful fl thy:ruthleſs mind, 


| 565 How ſhall thy ftiend. ty tans, ſtay aut . 


3685. How ſhall thy friend, thy Pans 10 ii This is 
a ſtrong argument to perſuade. Achilles to ſtay, but drels'd | up in 
tlie urmoſt tenderneſs: the venerable old man riſes with tears in 
his eyes, and ſpeaks language of affedtion. | r 
he would not be left him, tho' the Gods would free him 
— 7 — 44 to his youth: but in 
the midſt of ſo much fondneſs, he couches a powerful argument w 


;perfuade him got to return howg by adding chat his facher ſent din 
0 


t 
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He ſent thee early to th Anhaian hoſt; ,. 
18 252 & "Thy 
e. 217 # * TY C84 458 {11.5} T 


to be his guide and guardian, Phenix ought not therefore to follow 
the inclinations of Achilles, but Achilles the directions of Phanix. 
Enſtat hius. 

* ire of this ſpeech of Pre (fr Penh . e: 
« T1wiror, lib. 1.) conſiſts in his ſeeming, to agree wick all that 
« Achilles had ſaid: Achilles, he ſees, will depart, and he muſt go. 
1 but in aſſigning the reaſont hay Kanda" 
« with him, he 28 that Achilles ought not to depart. And 
« thus while he r 
« ;nability to ſtay. behind him, he indeed challenges the ocher's 
2 the benefits he had conferr'd upon him in bis in- 

« fancy and education. At the fame time that he moves Achillet; 
e and that this was the real deſign which 
« he diſguiſed in that manner, we are inform'd by Achilles him- 
« ſelf in the reply he makes: for Homer, and all the authors that 


zr it ſo, that che anſwers 


rr 
of chem. Achilles therefore abb him, » 


ee it boy £3 . : — 
For bim aba ſorrows ; for my mortal ſes? | f 


« You ſee the ſcholar reveals the art and diſſimulation of his maſs 
ter; and as Phenix had recounted the benefits done him, he rakes 
« off that expoſtulation by promiſing to divide his empire v! 
% may be ſeen in the ſame anſwer. 

v. 567. He ſent thee early to th Achdian hoſt.) © Achilles ( fays * 
Laſt athins) according, to ſome of the ancients, wan but wwelve 


Hie might indeed, as he grew up, have learn'd muſick and phyſick 
| Plain from this ſpeech that he was put under the direction of Phe 


5 HOMER" ILTAD. Book IX, 
Thy youth as then in ſage debates unskill'd, > A 


And new to perils of the direful field: 

$70 He bade me teach thee all the ways of war ; 
To ſhine in councils, and in camps to dare, A 
Never, ah never let me leave thy fide! | Ir 
No time ſhall part-us, and no. fate divide, "Jr A; 


Not tho the God that breath'd my life, reſtore 


575 The bloom I boaſted, and the port I bore, 


_ # When: Greece of, old beheld my youthful flames, 8 
(Delightful Greece, the land of lovely dames. _ Wc 
My father, faithleſs to my mother's arms, to 1 
Old as he was, ador'd a ſtranger's charms, oy 
FE i ; A T8 Sr...” caſt; 


1 


TE 


| Mr. Boyle, in his article of Achilles, has very well proved this 
of Chiron, without having him formally as his tutor ; for it is 


nix as his governor in morality, when bis ute Reg HOO 
with him to the fiege of Troy. - 

v. 578. My father, faithleſs to my mother's arms, Kc. Homn 
has been blamed for introducing two long ſtoties into this ſpeech 
of Phenix ; this concerning himſelf is laid not to be in the propet ¶ to be 
place, and what Achilles muſt needs have heard over and over.: it 
alſo gives (ſay they) a very ill impreſſion of Phenix himſelf al ancier 
makes him appear a very unfit perſon to be a teacher of morality bur lil 
to the young hero. It is anſwer'd, that tho* Achilles might have 
known the ſtory before in general, tis probable Phanix hgd not till Whew | 
no fo preſſing an ogcafion to make him diſcover the exceſs his fury I the far 


n r Which 
the 4 


EE & 
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1 tryd what youth could do (at her deſire) * 
To win the damſel, and prevent my fire... 

My fire with curſes loads my hated head, 

And cries, * Ye furies! barren be his bed. 

| Infernal Fove, the vengeful fiends below, 

! And ruthleſs Proſerpine,' confirm'd his vo- 
„ 


the whole ſtory. tends to ACRE, the dreadful effects of TY 
and I cannot but think the example is the more forcible, | 
r 

v. 581, Th win the damſel.] The counſel that this mother gives 
to her ſon Phenix is the ſame = Achitophel gave to Abſalom, to 
hinder him from ever being reconcil'd to David. Et ait Achite- 
phel ad Abſalom : ingredere ad concubinos patris tui, quas dimiſit at 
cu ſtodiendam domum, mt cum audierit omnis Iſrael quod fadaveris pe 
trem tuum, roborentur tecum manus cormm. 2 Sam. 14. 20. Datier. 

v. 581, Prevent my ſire.] This decency of Hamer is worthy ob- 
ſervation, who to remove all the difagreeable ideas which might 
proceed from this intrigue of Phenix with his father's mi 
wok care to give us to underſtand in one ſingle word, that Am- 
tor had no ſhare in her affections, which makes the action of 
Phenix the more excuſable. He does it only in obedience to his 
mother, in order to reclaim his father, and oblige him to live like- 
her husband: beſides, his father had yet no commerce with this 
miſtreſs to whoſe love he pretended. Had it been otherwiſe, and 
had Phenix. committed this fort of inceſt, Homer would neither 
have preſented this image to his reader, nor Pelexs choſen Fon 
to be governor to Achilles, Dacier. 

v. 584. Infernal Jove.] The Greet is tive ve RM The 
ancients gave the name of Jupiter not only to the God of hi 
bur likewiſe to the God hell, as is ſeen here, and to the 
if the ſea, as appears from They thereby meant ro 
ſhew chat one ſole deity governed the world; and it was to teach 
the ſame truth, that the ancient ſtatuaries made ſtatues of Fapiter, 
2 which had three eyes. Priam had one of them in that manner 
bo C4 in 


*. 
(i! 
1 
1 
j 
i 


fl 


„ 


— 


66 HOMER" ILTAD. Book IX. 
Deſpair an grief a my lng mind; 


Gods! what a crime my impious heart deſign d? 
I thought (but ſome kind God that thought ſuppreſt) 
To plunge the ponyard in my father's breaſt: _ 


590 Then meditate my flight; my friends in vain - 


With pray'rs entreat me, and with force detain; 


in the court of his palace, which was there in Laomedon's time: 
after the taking of Troy, when the Greeks ſhar'd the booty, it fell 


to Sthenelas's lot, who carry d it into Greece. Darier. 


v. 586. Deſpair and grief diſtract, &c.] I have taken che U ber- 
ty to replace here four verſes which Ariſtarchus had cut out, be- 
cauſe of che horror which the idea gave him of a ſon who is go- 
Ing to kill his father; but perhaps Ariſtarchus's niceneſs was too 
great. Theſe verſes ſeem to me neceſſary, and have a very good 
effect; for Phoenix's aim is to ſhew Achilles, that unleſs we over- 
come our wrath, we are expos'd to commit the greateſt crimes; 
he was going to kill his own father. Achilles in the ſame man- 
ner is going to let his father Phenix and all the Greeks periſh, if 
he does not appeaſe his wrath, Plutarch relates theſe four verſe 
in his treatiſe of reading the poets; and adds, © Ariſtarchns frighten'd 
at this horrible crime, cut out theſe verſes ; but they do ver 
« well in this place, and on this occaſion, Phenix intending to 
« ſhew Achilles what wrath is, and to what abominable exceſle; 
6 jt hurries men, who do not obey reaſon, and who refuſe to fol 
« low the counſels of thoſe that adviſe them.” Theſe fort of cur- 
railings from Homer, often contrary to all reaſon, gave room to La 
4er ro feign that being in the fortunate iſlands, he ak d Homer t 
treu many queſtions. « Among other things (ſays be in his ſe 
*« cond book of his true hiſtory) Iask'd him whether he had made 
« all the verſes which had been rejected in his poem? he affur'd 
* me they were all his own, which made me laugh-at the im- 
pertinent and bold criticiſms of Zenedorns and Ariſtaribas, who 
& had retrench d them, Dader. | N 
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On fat of rams, black bulls, and brawny.ſwine, - . ++ 


Strong guards they plac'd, and watch'd nine nights entire: 
The roofs and porches flam'd with conſtant fire. 
The tenth, I forc'd the gates, unſeen of all 
And favour'd by the night, o'crleap'd the wall. 
My travels thence, thro' ſpacious. Greece, extendjj 
In Pthia's court at laſt my labours end. 

d Your fire receiy'd me, as his ſon careſs c. 
with gifts enrich'd, and with poſſeſſions blefi'd. . /-- 
The ſtrong Dolopians thenceforth od my reign,” 
zood BY And all the coaſt that runs along the main. 3&2 
ne; By love to thee his bounties I repay'd, 

And early wiſdom to thy foul convey'd; 

erſes BN Great as thou art, my leſſons made thee brave, 
very 4 child 1 took thee, but a hero gave, 
NY Thy infant breaſt a like affection ſhow'd ; 

fo Still in my arms (an ever-plealing load) 


Lor at my knee, by Phenix would'ſt thou ſtand; ..- 1 
ver 1 | X 
e No food was grateful but from Phanix* hand. 

nade 


u 1 paſs my watchings o'er thy helpleſs years, a 
im The tender labours, the compliant cares; M 

v. 612. I paſs my watchings o'er thy helpleſa years. ] In the: 
original of this place Phanix 14 Achilles, that as i 
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The Gods ( thought) revers'd their bd decree, 
G15 And Phun felt a father's joys in thee © ( 
Thy growing virtues juſtify'd my cares, | 
| And promis'd comfort to my filver hairs. 
Now be thy rage, thy fatal rage reſign'd ; 
Auel heart Ill fuits a manly mind: 46095: off 
620 The Gods (the only great, and only wiſe) 
Are mov'd by off rings, vows, and ſacrifioe; 
Offending man their high compaſſion wins, 
And daily pray'rs atone for daily ſins. 
Pray'rs axe Fove's daughters, of celeſtial race, 
Gay Lame are their feet, and wrinkled is their face; 


wit WM ;. 


him in his infancy on his lap, he has often caſt ap the wine he had Is 
drank wpon his cloaths. I wiſh I had any authority to ſay theſe 
verſes were foiſted into the text: for tho” the idea be indeed natu- of 
ral, it muſt be granted to be fo very groſs as to be utterly unwor- ſer 
thy of Homer; nor do I ſee any colour to ſoften the meanneſs of Wl * 
it: ſuch images in any age or country, muſt have been too nau- tra 
1 deſcribed. Ac 
624. Ptay'rs ave Jove' s Hanghters.) Nothing can be more beau- Jr 

tiful, wr ee or religious, than this divine allegory, We have here lan 
. Goddeſies of Homer's creation; he ſets before us their pictures in wa 
lively colours, and gives theſe fancy d beings all the features that Plic 
reſemble mankind who offer injuries, or have recourſe to prayers. 
Prayers are ſaid to be the daughters of Fove, becauſe it is he uo 
ho teaches man to pray. They are lame, becauſe the of Bel 
a ſupplant is with his knee on the ground. They are Wrinkled, of 
becauſe choſe that pray have a countenance of dejection and ſor- be 
row. Their eyes are turn ' d aſide, becauſe duo an' awful regard to 4 
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With humble mien and with dejected eyes, 
Conſtant they follow where Tnjuſtice flies: en dP 
In juſtice ſwift; erect, and unconfin'd, nod 
Sweeps the wide earth, and tramples o er ee 
d While Pray rs to heal her wrongs, move flow behind. 9 


Who hears theſe daughters of almighty Fove, _ . 
For him they meditate to the throne above: 


When man rejects the humble ſuit they make, 

The fire revenges for the daughter's fake; 1 | 
From ove commiſſion d, fierce Injuſtice then 
Deſcends, to puniſh unrelenting men. | 9 


"Ir 


heaven they dare not lift them thither. They follow Ate or . 
Jury, becauſe nothing but prayers can atone for the wrongs that 
are offer'd by the injurious. Ate is ſaid to be ſtrong and fwift 
of foot, &c. becauſe injurious Men are ſwift to do miſchief. This 
had is the explanation of Eaſtathius, with whom Dacier agrees; but 
when ſhe allows the circumſtance of lameneſs to intimate the cuſtom 
ity of kneeling in pray'r, ſhe forgets that this contradicts her own af- 
ſertion in one of the remarks on Iliad 7. where ſhe affirms that 
of no ſuch cuſtom was uſed by the Greeks. And indeed the con- 
trary ſeems inferred in ſeveral places of Homer, particularly where 
Achilles ſays in the 608® verſe of the eleventh book, The Greeks 
au- DNN The phraſes in that 

guage that ſignify praying, are deriv'd from the knee, only as ig 


in to lay hold on the knee of the perſon to whom they ſup- 
bat plicated. | 
= A modern author imagines Ate to ſignify divine Faſtice; a no» 


he don in which he is ſingle, and repugnant to all the Mythologiſts. 
> of 22 the whole context in this place, and the very application 


ed, — na e 
or- hi he on? Oe 
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Oh let not headlong paſſion bear the way; 
T Theſe reconciling Goddeſſes obe/ꝛ 
640 Due honours to the ſeed of Fove belong; 70 

Due honours calm the fierce, and bend the ſtrong; 
Oey Ge IO 
1174 god derer een Het: 

Nor Greece, nor all her fortunes, mung 

Thy friend to plead againſt To juſt a rage.” ” 
645 But iner what honour acks, the Gen'rl ſends, 

And hy aha —— 
The beſt and nobleſt of the Grecian train; © 
- Permit not theſe to ſuc, and ſue in vain! . 


ww 
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Vi. 643. e e e Bhd Plats in me thin 
book of his Republick condemns this paſſage, and thinks it very 
wrong, that Phenix ſhould ſay to Achilles, that if they did not of- 
fer him great preſents, he would not adviſe him to be appeas'd : 
But I think there is ſome injuſtice in this cenſure, and that Plan 
has not rightly enter'd into the ſenſe of Phenix, who does not look 
ne but honour, ag a mark 

and of the ſatisfaction he is ready to 
ales eee 
grear ſpipita. Dacier. 

v. 648. Permit not theſe to ſue, and ſme in vain!) 16 the g- 
nal it is—— 731 pit ov 4 iter int yas Mad l ———1 
am pretty confident there is not any manner of ſpeaking like this 
uſed throughout all Homer ; nor two Subſtantives ſo odly coupled 
to 2 Verb, as ee and wins in this place, We may indeed 
meet with ſuch laude affeQations in Ovid, ————- Kale pe 
riter animbque rot!ſqwt, Expulit and the like ; but che taſts 
of the ancients 9 IS too good for theſe 1 — 


= © 


great example drawn from times of old ek 
Vbo conquer d their revenge in former days. 
Where Calydon on rocky mountains ſtands, 
ace fought ta Atolian and Curetian bands 
o guard it, thoſe, to conquer, theſe advance: 
nd mutual deaths were dealt with mutual chance. 


lation ; the ſenſe is compleat without it, and the latter part of 
e line, wply & d, rejueoryldr #1xon&:Far, ſeems but a urology, 
er what is ſaid in the fax verſes preceding. 

v. 649. Let me, my ſon; an ancient fad 1011 Phenix, 175 
fathins, lays down, as the foundation of his ſtory, that great 
en in former ages were always appeas d by preſents and entrea> 
s ; and to confirm this poſition, he brings Meleager as am in- 


r{trufture of this ſtory ſeems not to agree with the foundation. 
at hius ſolves the difficulty thus. Homer did not intend to give 
inſtance of a hero's compliance with the entreaties of his 
ends, but to ſhew that they who did not comply, were ſuſfery 
themſelves in the end. So that the connection of the tory is 


d becauſe he was ſo. 


rigi- at full lei and in the night, à time of no ac- 
-— | 892 Yet 1 cannot anſwer but the tale may be tedious to a me- 
this reader, I haye tranſlated it therefore with all poſſible ſhort> 
pled „ as will appear upon à compariſon. The piece irfelf is very 


able, as it preſerves to us a part of ancient hiftory that had 
erwiſe been entirely loſt, as Mintilian has remark'd. oy 
ne great Critick commends Homer's manner of relating it: Nar- 


ag ee eee pls 
| 8 © The 
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me (my ſon) an ancient fact unfolds .. 


muſt have leave to think the verſe My νονανε, &. an inter- 


Ac ; but it may de objeted chat Meltager was an ill choſen in- 
nce, being a perſon whom no entreaties could move. The ſu- 


s: The heroes of former times were: uſed always to be won 
preſents and entrearies ; 1 en eee. 


h be raxed | 
< length of this nation canne tax 25 unſeaſorable; it 


CG 
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The filver Cynthia bade Conrention riſe, 

In vengeance of neglected ſacrifice; 
660 That level'd harveſts, and whole foreſts tore: 
This beaſt (when many a chief his tusks had ſlain) 
Great Meleager ſtretch'd along the plain, 
Then, for his ſpoils, a new debate aroſe, 
, The neighbour nations thence commencing foes, - 
"665 Strong as they were, the bold Curetes fail'd, 
While Meleager's thund'ring arm. prevail'd : 


Till rage at length inflam'd his lofty breaſt, 1 

(For rage invades the wi ſeſt and the beſt.) cit 

„ Ciurs'd by Althea, to his wrath he yields, * 
670 And in his wife's embrace forgets the fields. 4 
« (She from Marpeſſs ſprung, divinely fair, 15 

« And matchleſs Idas, more than Man n Ways 1 

« The God of day ador d the mother's charms; 1 


* Againſt the God the father bent his arme: 
6156 Th' afflicted. pair, their ſorrows to proclim 
« From Cleopatra chang'd this daughter's name, 
* And calld Alone; a name to ſhow + | 

18 = eee the mourning mother's woe) 


151 


* dts ee &c.] Ie appinits hn Kd 5 
v by this paſhge, und by others Urendy l that 


c 


) her the chief retir'd from ſtern debate 

t found no peace from fierce Mthea's hate: 
heaa's hate th' unhappy warrior drew, 

hoſe luckleſs hand his royal uncle flew ; 


her own ſon to wreak her. brother's death: 

1 beard her curſes from: the realms profound; | 
d the red fiends that walk the nightly round. 
vain Ætolia her deliv'rer waits, 

xr ſhakes her walls, and thunders at her gates, 

> ſent embaſſadors, a choſen band, 

eſts of the Gods, and elders of the land; 

vupht the chief to fave the ſinking ſtate; _ 
ir prayr's were urgent, and their profiers great: 
l fifty acres of the richeſt ground, 

f paſture green, and half with vin'yards crown'd +. 
ſuppliant father, aged Zneas, came; 

liſters follow d; ev'n the vengeful dame. 


ts often gave names, as did the Hebrews, not only with re- 
t to the circumſtances, but likewiſe to the accidents which hap- 
d to the fathers and mothers of thoſe they named : Thus 
atra is called Alyone, from the lamentations of her mother, 
pnot but think this digreſſion concerning —_— 
, eee 


ps) 


e = * . 
9 
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beat the ground, and call'd the pow'rs beneath N 


— 
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Althea 6 His friends before him fall: 
He ſtands relentleſs, and rejects em all. 
Mean while the victor's ſhouts aſcend. the skies; 
co The walls are ſcal d;. the rolling flames ariſe ;- 
At length his wife (a form divine) appears, 
With piercing cries, and ſupplicating tears; 
She paints the horrors of a conquer d town, 
The heroes ſlain, the palaces e erthrowyn, 
hos The matrons raviſh'd, the whole race enſlay'd: 
The warrior heard, he vanquiſh'd, and he fay'd. 
Th Zolians, long diſdain'd, now took their turn, 
And left the chief their broken faith to mourn. 
Learn hence, betimes to curb pernicious ire, 
710 Nor ſtay, till yonder fleets aſcend in fire: 
Accept the preſents; draw thy conqu' ring ſword ; 
And be amongſt our guardian Gods ador d. 


v. 703. She paints the ane ed F- 
The heroes ſlain, the palaces o erthrown, 
The matrons raviſii d, the whole race enſlav d.] 


It is remarkable with what art Homer here in a few words f. 
up the miſeries of a city taken by aſſault. 

It had been unpardonable for Cleopatra to have made a long rej 
ſentation to Meleager of theſe miſeries, when every moment 
kept him from the battel could not be ſpared. It is alſo to 
obſerved how perfectly the features of Meleager reſemble Achi 
they are both brave men, ambitious of glory, boch f them 
ſcrib'd as giving victory to their ſeveral armies while they fouy 
and both of them implacable in their reſentment, Enftathivs. 


ox IX. HOMER. ILTAD. e 
Thus he: The ſtern Achilles thus rephy d. 
by friend, believe me, no ſuch gifts demand, ́ 
nd asks no honours from a mortal's hands: ' 
we honours me, and favours my deſigns ; 
is pleaſure guides me, and his will confines: 
nd here I ſtay , (if ſuch his high beheſt) - i oft 410 
hile life's. warm ſpirit beats within my breaſt, 
| 1 ; C 9129 ban 
v. 713. Ackilles' ; anſwer ta Pheenix.] The charadler of Achile 
is excellently ſuftain'd in all his. ſpeeches : To Ulyſſes he re- 
ns 2 flat denial, and threatens to leave the Trojan ſhores in the. 
rning:; To Phenix he gives a much gentler anſwer, and begins 
mention Agamenmen: with: leſs diſreſpect Arn por: After 
ar had ſpoken, he ſeems determined not to depart, but yet re 
es to bear arms, till it is to deftnd kis own ſhuadron. * Thus 
d; d not to have done ſo, would not have ſpoke him a man; to 
e made him perfeQtly inexorable had ſhewh kim « monſter. 


us the Poet draws the heat of his paſſion cooling by low de- 
es, which is very natural: To have done _— 
en agreeable to Achilles's remper, nor the reader's e | 
whom in wolli hve” dies” Brodlling io bane foes hin 
dm the greateſt ſtorm of anger to a quiet calmneſs. Eaſtathius. 

v. 720. While life's warm ſpirit beats within my breaſt. ] Enfta- 
#s obſerves here with a great deal of penetration, that theſe 
vrds of Achilles include a ſort of oracle, which he does not un- 
ſtand; For ir ſometimes happens that men full of their objets 
y things, which beſides the ſenſe natural and plain to every bo- 
include another ſupernatural which they themſclves do not 
derſtand, and which is underſtood by thoſe only who have pe. 
tration engugh to ſee. through the obſcurity of it. Thus Oe. 
often ſpeaks in ga eng 


rds f. 


Ng re} 
nent 
ulfo to 
 Achil 


them 
ey foup 
thins. 


hilles's character is every where of à piece: He begins do yield; © 
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Yet hear one word, and lodge it in thy heart; * 

No more moleſt me on Atrides part: 

Is it for him theſe tears are taught to flow. OL 

For him theſe ſorrows? for my mortal foe 7 i 
Tag A gen'rous friendſhip no cold medium knows, | Tl 


Burns with one love, with one reſentment glows; 
One ſhould our int'reſts, and our paſſions be; 
My friend muſt hate, the man that injures me. 
Do this, my Phænix, tis a gen'rous part, 
730 And ſhare my realms, my honours, and my heart, 
Let theſe return: Our voyage, or our ſtay, 
Reſt undetermin'd till the dawning day. 
Hie ceasd; then order'd for the ſage's bed 
A warmer couch with num'rous carpets ſpread. _ 
735 With that, ſtern Aar his long filence broke, 
And thus, impatient, to Ulyſſes ſpoke. 
. Hence, let us go hy waſte we time in vain?” 
See what effect our low ſubmiſſions gain 


* 
10 


great examples of enthuſiaſtick ſpeeches, which have a double » art 
Here we manifeſtly ſee that Achilles in ſpeaking a very ſimple 
common thing, foretels without thinking of it, that His abode 


That fatal ſhore will equal the courſe of his life, and conifequen, a 
that he ſhall die there: and this double meaning gives. a ens my 
pleaſure to the reader. Darier. * Il no 

v. 737. The Sptech of Ajax.) I have before ſpoken of Me wo 


ſhort ſaldier-like ſpeech of Ajax ; Dionyſins of Halicarnaſſus | 
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k'd or not lik'd; his words we muſt relate, 

he Greeks expect them, and our heroes wait. 

oud as he is, that iron-hrart retains 
ſtubborn purpoſe, and his friends diſdains. 

rn, and unpitying! if a brother bleed, 

juſt atonement, we remit the deed 3 

fire the laughter of his ſon forgives; 

he price of blood diſcharg'd, the murd'rer lives; 
de haughtieſt hearts at length their rage reſign, | 
d gift can conquer ev ty ſoul but thine. 
e Gods that unrelenting breaſt have ſteel d, 

id curs'd thee with a mind that cannot yield. 
ie woman-ſlaye was raviſh'd from thy arms: 
fn SOIT AT Gn | 


8 Wo 


.- 


„. This hd e wh Ghats molt wa with th 
who ſupplicates moſt, and preſſes moſt, is Xjax.* It is pro» 
le that Ajax riſes up when he ſpeaks the word, Let ws go, He 
s not vouchſafe to addreſs himſelf to Achilles, but turns him- 
to Ulyſſes, and ſpeaks with a martial eloquence. 

. 746. The price of blood diſcharg d.] It was the cuftom for 
murderer to go into baniſhment one year, but if the relations 
the perſon murthered were willing, the criminal by paying them 
ertain fine, might buy off the. exile, and remain at home: (t 


ple M not be amiſs to obſerve, that eviry, gut qolra, properly fig 
bode es a mul& paid for murder.) Ajax ſums up this argument 
cnt a great deal of ſtrength: We ſee, ſays he, a brother forgive 


murder of his brother, a father that of his ſon : But Achilles 
Il not forgive the injury — him by taking away one cap- 


Then 
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| | Then hear, Achilles! be of better mind; 

| 38 Revere thy roof, and to thy gueſts be kind; 

955 And know the men, of all the Grecian hoſt, | bc 
Who honour worth, and prize thy valour moſt. 

Oh Soul- of battels, and thy people's guide! 

(To Ajax thus the firſt of Greeks reply'd) / 
Well haſt thou ſpoke; but at the tyrant's'name- 

" 760 My rage rekindles, and my ſoul's on flame: 
'Tis juſt reſentment, and becomes the bravez ,, 
Diſprac'd,, difhonour'd, like the vileſt ſlave i 
Return then heroes ! and our anſwer ber. 
e _— is no nee care: 


„iel 


v. 754. Rena the y . to be bin 
Fays there is ſome diffic 5 in 2 8.202 1 bi 9 2 re 
ſhould 4jax draw an argument to influence Achilles, 1 ul 
him in mind to reverence his own habitation? The latter pat 

the verſe explains the former: We, ſays Has, are under; 
roof, nd Jer ther probel} e any Jl "lage, ſend us not a 
from your houſe with contempt, who came hither as friend e 
ſupplicants, as embaſſadors. 
739. Well haſt thow ſpoke, but at the tyrant's name my Rag: 
indir] We have here the true picture of an angry man, f 
nothing can be better imagin'd to heighten Achulles s vrath * 
owns, that reaſon would induce him to a reconciliation, but 
anger. is too great to liſten to reaſon, He. ſpeaks with reſped 
them, but upon mentioning Agamemnon, he flies into rage: 
is in nothing more like madneſs, than that madmen will ak "IP 
fibly enough upon any indifferent matter; but upon the mend 
the ſubject that cauſed their diſorder, they i our into their nd 


extra ' 5 
Vagance. | P buy N dt 


20 


* 


\c blood of Greets ſhall dye the fable main; 
t till the flames, by Hedfor's fury thrown, 
aſume your veſſels, and approach my own; 
there, th' impetuous homicide ſhall ſtand, * 
ceaſe his battel, and there feet our hand. 
his ſaid, each prince a double goblet crown'd, 
4 caſt a large libation on the ground ; 

en to their veſſels, thro the gloomy ſhades, 


antime Achilles ſlaves prepar'd 4 bed, 

th fleeces, carpets, and foft linen ſpread : 

ere, till the ſacred morn reſtor'! the day, | 
Numbers ſweet the rev'rend Phonix lay. 

in his inner tent, an ampler ſpace, 

illes {lept ; and in his warm embrace | 
Diomede of the Lecbian race. 


Rage 
nome , for Parroclus was the couch prepar'd, 


ſe nightly joys the beauteous 1phis ſhar'd: 

to his friend conſign'd her charms, 

i en Soros fell before her conqu ring arms. 

ka a ain cp wh le A, 
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pt till amidſt yon ſinking navy ſlain, e itn an r 


- chicts return; divine Dis leads. "Fri; bnk 


-w 
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Then riſing all, with goblets in their hands 
The peers, and leaders of th' Achaian bands 
790 Hail'd their return: Arides firſt begun. 


ſ 


af: 


Say what ſucceſs? divine Lacie, fon!.... ., if 
Achilles high reſolves declare to all; -\ "jr, Wi" 
Returns the chief, or muſt our navy fall? | 

Great King of nations! (Ithacus reply'd) 6 


795 Fixt is his wrath, unconquer d is his pride; 
He ſlights thy friendſhip, thy propoſals qi | 
And thus implor'd, with fiercer fury burns. 

To fave our army, and our fleets to free, 

Is not his care; but left to Gwe ad thee. | 
800 Your eyes ſhall view, when morning paints the sky 
Beneath his oars the whitening billows fly, 
vs too he bids our oars and fails employ, 


— 


Nor hope the fall of bea n. protected v = Wm 
For Jove o'erſhades her with his arm divine, 2 90 
Sox Inſpires her war, and bids her gory. ſhine: | 2 , foe 
Such was his word : what farther he dechr d. = I 


Theſe e heralds and great ex heard. 


I tz) J Wade | 

v. $06, a, wk; Ie may” be al here why 0 Ot 
ſpeaks only of the anſwer which Achilles made him at ket 48 
fays nothing of the diſpoſition] do which the diſcourſes, of Phil 
and Ajax had brought him. The queſtion is eafily anſwer's; it as 
a becauſe Achilles is obſtinate in bis reſentment; and that, if at len 


/ 


ox: HOMER: EIA m7 


7 


Phenix in his tent the chief retainx © 
to tranſport him to his native plains, 

n morning dawns : if other he decree, 

ge is ſacred, and his choice is free. 

\ſes ceas d: the great Achaian hoſt, 

ſorrow ſeiz d, in conſternation loſt, 

d the ſtern reply. Tydides broke 

gen' ral ſilence, and undaunted ſpoke. 

ſhould we gifts to proud Achilles ſend ? 

ive with pray'rs his haughty ſoul to bend? 
ountrey's woes he glories to deride, + 
pray'rs will burſt that ſwelling heart with pride, 
: fierce impulſe of his rage obey'd; 

attels let him, or deſert, or aid; 


if 


J sky 


1 
mov'd by Phenix, and ſhaken by Ajax, he ſeem'd dif] 
arms, it is not out of regard to the Greeks, but only to 
s own ſquadron, when Hector, after having put the Greeks 
ſword, ſhall come to inſult ir. Thus this inflexible man 
nothing of his rage. Ir is therefore prudent in Ulyſſes to 
chis report to Agamenmon, to the end that being put out of 
of the aid with which he flatter d himſelf, he may concert 
he leaders of che army the meaſures * to ſave 
et and troops. \Exftathins, - * 8 


why s de character of Diomedygytry word is animated with a 
b ourage, and worthy r0/bg*deliver'd by a gallant ſoldier. 
of Pha fd fighting in the begitgging of the book, and continues 
er di that opinion; and he is no more concern'd at the ſpeech of 
if arlenf now, than he was at that of Agamemnon before, 

2 | Then 


al . 


16. Why ſhould w# gifts, 8c]... This ſpeech is admirably a- 


= 
: 


"0 
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Then let him arm when: Fove or he think fit; 

That to his madneſs, or to heay'n commit: 

What for our ſelves we can, is always ours; 
$25 This night, let due repaſt refreſh our pow!'rs 5 

(For ſtrength conſiſts in {ſpirits and in blood 

And thoſe are ow d to gen'rous wine and food) 

But when the roſy meſſenger of day 

Strikes the blew mountains with her golden ray, 
830 Rang d at the ſhips, let all our ſquadrons ſhine, 

+ In flaming arms, a long-extended line: 
In the dread front let great Atrides ſtand, * 
The firſt.in danger, as in high command. 


Shouts of acclaim the liſt ning heroes raiſe, 
$35 Then each to heay'n the due libations pays; 
Till fleep deſcending o'er the tents, beſtows 
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The. ARGUMENT. 


The Night-Adventure of Diomed an 
e & 


Dre the refit of Ackles fo retars to 
== army, the diſtreſs of Agamemnon is deſcrit 
n the moſt lively manner. He takes no reſt 10 

night, but paſſes thro* the camp, hes fr | 


ww 


* 


19 


leaders, and contriving all poſſible methods for il 
lick ſafety. Menelaus, Neſtor, Ulyſles « 
iomed are einploy'd in raiſing the weſt of t| 
captains. They call a council of war, and dera 


De ſend ſcouts into the memy's camp, to | 
their 5 
med 


A 


poſture and diſcover their intentions. Di 
| Audertakes this hazardous enterprize, 4 
WM - makes choice of Ulyſſes for his companion. In the 
Wl paſſage they ſurprixe Dolon, whom Hector bu 
" ſent on a like deſign to the camp of the Greciani 
bil From him they are inform'd of the ſituation of ti 
1 Trojan and auxiliary forces,. and particularly 
14 Rheſus and the Thracians who. were lately « 
rived, They paſs on with ſucceſs ; kill Rheſi 
with ſeveral of his officers, and ſeize the famoi 
horſes of that Prince, with which they return 
triumph to the camp. a ä 

- 2 


© - The ſame night continues ; the Scene les in i 
to camps. | | 
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LL night the Chiefs before their veſſels 
lay, | 
And loſt in ſleep the labours of the day: 
All but the King; with various thoughts 
| oppreſt, 
is country's cares lay rowling in his breaſt, 


As 


It is obſervable, ſays Euſtathius, that the Poet very artfully 
epairs the loſs of the laſt day by this nocturnal ſtratagem; and it 
$ plain that ſuch a contrivance was neceſlary : the army was diſ- 
pirited: and Achilles inflexible ; but by the ſucceſs of this adven» 
re the ſcale is turn'd in favour of the Grecians. 

v. 3. All hut the King, &c.] Homer here with a very ſmall 
teration repeats the verſes which begin the ſecond book: he 
D2 intro- 
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<F As when by lighvnings Jobe's el bun 
Foretels the ratling hail, or weighty ſhow'r, 
Or ſends ſoft ſnows to whiten all the Pos — 7 
Or bids the brazen throat of war to roar; 
By fits one flaſh ſucceeds, as one expires, 
40 And [VEE flames thick with momentary fires. ſr 
So burſting frequent from Arrides breaſt; | 
Sighs following ſighs his inward fears confeſt. 
| Now Oer the fields, dejected, he ſurveys 
From thouſand Trojan fires the mounting blaze; 
& kd 4 Tie 
* 0 bs 
ere E. e 


exercis'd over the Gods, and Jove and — * the rg pet 
ten awake, while heaven and earth are aſleep, 
| 7. Or ſaaus ſift ut. Seal gers criticiſin 5 4 ch pu 
love, — it never-lightens and ſnows at the fame time, Js fufh 
.ciently.refuted by experience. See Beſſu of the Epic dog lib, 
«6. 7. and Bawes's note on this place... ' = de. > A 
| Ve 8.4Oribids the brazen throat of war to roar.] There is ſom 
"thing very noble and ſublime in this N e vaſt jaws of v0 
is an expreſſion that very poetically re che voraciouſpes « 
War, and gives us « lively idea of an f ate monſter. © Ei 
. . thins, 22 Tine 
v. 9. By fits one ee c.] Te requires dome akil i | 
Homer to take the chief point of his ſrmilitudes ; he has often ben 
mi ſunderſtood in that Tefpe&; and his compariſons hye frequen 
1 den gg 0 c hl the fancies of tommentators. T 
— nes whith is to illuſtrate the CY 'of "A+ 


has been ually rhoeghr to reprefent” 
Fran e og omen Ac Nd tn dg Fr 
| hg Nee ee ee er on 


Bon of mem. 
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Hears in the paſſing wind their muſic bl wr. 
And marks diſtinet the voices of the foc.. 1 4 
Now looking backwards to the fleet and coaſt. 
Anxious he ſorrows. for th*-endanger'd haſt. 1 
He rends his hairs, in ſacrifice to ve,, _ 
And ſues to him that ever lives above : 1 
Inly he groans ; while glory and deſpair 

Divide his heart, and wage a doubtful war. 2 

A thouſand. cares his lab ring breaſt revolyes ; 

o ſeek ſage Neſfar now the Chief reſolves, 
ich him, in wholſome counſels, to debate | 
hat yet remains ta Gave: th* afflicted ſtate. 


* 
« g ? - 1 . 
' 6 4 7 1 1 . eV 7 1 "1; 4 


ome cenfurers.of- Homer on this place, They asked how it was N 
bat Agamermons, firus up, in his tent in the pights- could. ſee m 
an camp at one view, and the fleet at another, as the poet re- 
preſents it? It is (ſays Ariſtoii) pnly & metaphorieal manner of 
peech : 0 caft/ one's che, means but to veſted apm, or to revelue in 
ve's mind © and that employ'd Agawermon's thoughts in his tent, 
which bad been the chief object of his eyes the day befſone. 


IP v. 19. He rends his hairs in ſacrifice to Jove.} Ikpow this action 
ET Mt Agamomom has been taken only as a common enpreſſon 7 
„ob and fo indeed it was render'd by Arias, as cited by Di, 
skin /. 2. J. 3. Scindens datare identidem intorſam cm. But who- 


er reads the context will, I believe, be of opinion, that Fagiter 
mention d here on no other account than as be was apply'd wo 
a the offering of theſe hairs, in an humble ſupplication to the 


- 
8. b f . . 
tended deity, whe: had fo lately d anger. 
Latten 97 240 1402442 OS TEGD 2: ot ET an 2g ths 
had 4 
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He roſe, and firſt he caſt his mantle round, 
Next on his feet the ſhining ſandals bound'; 
A lion's yellow ſpoils his back conceal'd ; © 
30 His warlike hand a pointed jav'lin held. 
Mean while his brother, preſt with equal woes, 
Alike deny'd the gifts by ſoft mp | N 


D i. £2 - Ds 


A 

v. 27. He rafts ond fi be caſt bi 1 1 fancy it vi 
de entertaining to the reader, to obſerve how well the poet at 1 H 

1 times ſuits his deſcriptions to the circumſtances of the 

hi we muſt remember that this book continues the actions of one Jc 
0 night; the whole army is now aſleep, and Homer takes this or W 

[i portunity to give us a-deſcriprion- of ſeveral of his heroes ſuitil 
J. to their proper characters. Agamemnon, who is every where & SC: 
. , fcrib'd as anxious for the good of his people, is kept awake by T 
'l fatherly care for their preſervation. Menelaws, for whoſe ſake thi 


. - Greeks had ſuffer'd tata ſhares all their misfortunes, and! Bu 
= reſtleſs while they are in danger, Neſtor, 2 provident,” wiſe, e | 
man, ſacrifices his reſt even in the extremity of age, to his low 
for his country. Ulyſſes, a perſon next to Neſtor in wiſdom, | 
ready at the firſt ſummons; he finds it hard, while the Greeks ſu 
| fer, to compoſe himſelf- ro lleep, but is eafily awak*d to march 
85 - its defence: but Diomed, who is every where deſcrib'd- as a dati 
qi; _ warrior, ſleeps unconcern'd at the nearneſs of the enemy, and 
1 not awaked without ſome violence: be * % . n 
be ſleeps like a ſoldier in compleat Arms. 4N 
I could not paſs over one circumſtance in this place in relaci 
In - to Neſtor. It is. a pleaſure to ſee what care the poet takes of li 
4 favourite counſellor : he deſcribes him lying in a ſoft bed, wra 

| him up in a warm cloak, to preſerve his age from the coldnel 
[| of the night; but Diomed, a gallant, young hero, ſleeps upon d 
1 ground in open air; and indeed every warrior is dreſe'd in un 
peculiar to that ſeaſon; the hide of a lion or leopard is what che | 

VEL ns ee ne OL ge o 


- 
N 
93 . . _ 
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Laments for Greeee ; that in his cauſe before . 
So much had ſuffer'd,” and muſt ſuffer more. 
A leopard's ſpotted hide his ſhoulders ſpread; 

A brazen helmet glitter'd on his head: ' 

Thus (with a jav'lin in his hand) he went 

To wake Arrides in the royal tent. | 

Already wak'd, Aiden he deſery lk. 
His armour buckling at his veſe!'s fide 5 OT 

Joyful they met; the Spartan thus begun: —— 
Why puts my brother his bright armour on ? 5 
Sends he ſome {py, amidſt theſe ſilent hours, 2 
ffn 


) 


, what hero" mall fuſtain that taxk * 
his uch bold exploits uncommon courage ack, 


oh; ideleſs, alone, through night's dark ſhade to go, | 
d *midſt a Hoſtile camp explore the foe? ' 
— Ming In ſuch diſtreſs we ſtand. 
o vulgar counſels our affairs demand 


ce to preſerve, Pre 
K talks high wiſdom, deep deſign, and art. 


v. 43. Sends be ſame ſyy r cc. Menelaus in this place ſtarts a de- 

gn, which is afterwards propoſed by Neffor in council; the poet 
new that the project would come with greater weight from the 
ge of the one, than from the youth of the other ; and that the- 
diant would be ready to execute a deſign,” which ſo venerable +- 
tounſellor had form'd, Enftathins. 


D4 For 


\ 
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For Fove averſe our humble -pray'r denies, 

1 And bows his head to Heddor's ſacrifice, | | 

l FF What eye has witneſs'd,. or what car believ'd, 

1 In one great day, by one great arm atchiev'd 
Such wond'rous deeds as Hedfor's hand has. done, 
And we beheld, the laſt revolving ſun?s? 

| What honours the beloy'd of Zeve adorn! _,. , 

60 Sprung from no God, and of no Goddeſs born, 


v. 57. Sach wondrons dredi as Heftor's hand, &c.] We hear 4 
= gamemnom in this place launching into the praiſes of a gallant ene 
[ my; but if any one think that he raiſes the actions of Hedor to 
0 high, and ſets him above Achullu hitmſelf, this objiectian wil w 
| niſh if he conſiders chat he commends him as the braveſt of mer 
men, but ſtill he is not equal to fthiller who war defcenddd from 
a goddeſs. Agamennen undoubredly bad Achilles in bis maufhn 


—2 


—— — — * 
: 


when he ſays, St 
p Fino £{73T3: 70130 
Aren from mo God, Ce. U, 
Wi But his anger will not let him even name the man whom he thuy fo 
1 obliquely praiſes. | " LEAR Ne 
1 | En{athiss proceeds to obſerve, that the poet aſeribes the gallut 
4: exploits of Hector to his piety ; and had he not been favour'd by To 
| Jore, he had not been thus victorious, if 000000 TD! * 
| He alſo remarks that there is 2 double tautology in this ſpeech | 
1 of Agamenncn, as did nai Soxixer, id puupe” I fHeuch a, and 7 lt 
| *ppete, This proceeds from the wonder which the King ender v 
vours to expreſs at the greatneſs of Hefor's actions: he labours e 
malte his words anſwer the great idea he had conceiv'd-of them; deg! 
and while his mind dwells upon the ſame object, he falls into tel. 
| ſame manner of expreſſing it, This is very natural to a gerſon i r 
i his-circuraſtances, whoſe: thoughts are as it were pegt up, and they 
| ſccuggie for an utterance. my %% AM e 0 
N ; 0 V1. .%41% 
| 5 ; 1 * E - Yet 
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Yet ſuch his acts, as Greeks unborn fhalb tell. 
Now ſpeod thy haſty courſe along the fleet. 
There call great Ajar, and the Prince of Cam: 
Our ſelf to hoary Naſtor will repair; [WC ATL 
To keep the guards on duty, be his care: 
(For Neſſer's influence beſt that quarter guides. 
Whoſe ſon, with Merion, 0'er the watch preſides ) 

To whom the Spartan: Theſe thy orders born, 

Say, ſhall I ſtay, or with diſpatch return? 
There ſhalt thou ſay (the King of men reply d) 
Elſe may we miſs to meet without a guide, 
The paths ſo many, and the camp ſo wide. $ 
Still, with your voice, the ſlothful ſoldiers raiſe. 
Urge by their father's fame, their future "py | 
Forget we now our late and lofty birth; Is 
Not titles here, but Works muſt prone our wore: | 

To labour is the Jot of man below ; ) 


= , . 
ot 3g +135 7 


And N ny be gave u us Woe.” 


v. 73. The þ 8c.) i from chis dert. 10 
well — mam 6] pa a wi was in ſome 
degroe of perfection in Himer's das here are hoes. drawn, that 
traverſe the camp ev'ry way; the ſhips are drawn up in. the man- 
ner of a campart and fally ports made at proper diſtances, chat 
they might without difficulty either retite or 1 — the oc- 


calion ſhould require. Enftathins. 


Dx 


— _— 


Boox X 
| 8 Ibis ag eee 0 
The King to Ns. ſabla ſhip repairss 
i The ge- protector of the Greeks he found - 
| Stretch d in his bed, with all his arms around? 
The various colour d ſcarf, the ſhield he rears, | 
85: The ſhining helmet, and the pointed ſpears;- | 
The dreadful weapons of the warviors-rage; - 
| That; old in arms, diſdain d the peace of age.. - 
% Then leaning-on his hand his watchful bead, 
The hoary Monarch rais'd his eyes, and fad, 
g What art. thou » ſpeak, that on deſigns-unknown, 
| While others leep, thus range the camp alone? - - 
 Seek'ſt thou ſome friend or nightly centinel ?+ 
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i1 
1 
if 
: 
1 


v. 92. See l. cos ſome friend or nightly-centinel ?] It has beg 
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0 fon of Aiilewi(thus the King rejoin). 
Pride of the Greeks, and glory of thy kind*  --.,. _2 
8 Lo here the wretched Agamen ſtands, | 
A Th? unhappy Gen ral of the nts ; Aaid: ae 
Whom Fove, decrees with daily cares to bend, __ 


And woes, that only with his life ſhall. enldt 

Scarce can my knees theſe ne ahn Gin; A 

And ſcarce my heart ſupport its load of paing- 

No taſte of ſleep theſe heary eyes have know 5: ; 
onfus d, and fad; I wander thus alone, 01 

ith fears diſtracted, with no fir d deſigu 3; - 

ind all my people's miſeries are mine.. Wan \J 

f ought of uſe thy-waking thoughts ſuggeſt; ... 

Since cares, like mine, deprive thy ſoul of reſt} - -,- var 

mpart thy counſel, and aſſiſt thy. fr ĩend 453 3:04; or 

Now let us jointly;to-the trench defeendps;2 -/; -- 1177 * | 

t er ry gate the fainting guard excitez42 : 1794 07 

Tir d with be ays — QC 


um #5 Yor 
„ ef; wie yo — Babes os © 
erves, that Agameninon hete paints his diſtreſe n a vtry patheti-- 


al manner: Fr 
lers about diſconſolate, and is ſuperior now in — 

in forrow ; a ror i . "gh 
pirit, but from a poſition is not anxious | 
2 y, but for dhe ſufferings of Mid people: . 


orrow, and ride, ine u mme Cpu wa, 
OS - 1 


\ * 


— 
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Elſe may the ſuddem fav our works invade, - * 
So near, and favour'd by the gloomy ſhade. | 
Jo him thus Nr. Truſt the Pow'rs above, 
L1y Nor think proud Heor's hopes confirm d by Foue : 
And the wile tounftls of GON. no (nd 
Audueiotts Heer, if the Gods ordain” 1 + + 
* 


That great Achilles riſe and rape again, 
"120 What (5 ane the 1nd whit ous main? 
Lo faithful Nee tiiy command ohe; al 
The care is next out) other Chiefs a M22 41 
Ulyſſes, Diomed ve chiefly necdjjjj 
Meges for ſtrength; Oilews fam d for ſpecd. 
125 Some other. be diſpatch'd, of nimbler feet, - 
To thoſe tall ſhips, remoteſt of the fleet. 
Where lie gredt an, and the Ning uf Crete, 1; 
To rouſe the Spartan I my ſelf decre e: 
Dear as he is to lis, and dear to che: ] 
130 Yet muſt I tax his floth, that claims no ſhare 
Wich his great brother in this mattlal cate: 1 
Ann ir bebeyd to ev vy chief th 
[Preventing ev ry ee by , on nt if 
For ſtrong neceſſity our tolls dead, ng 
ora all our hearts, and OY we 


T; 


To whom the: King! With revirence we alloy 

Thy juſt rebukes, ener CEA 11 
/ gen'rous brother is of gentle kin. 
| Gente rind aid 112 Lill 
e 24 
ontent to follow hen We lead the Way. 
But now, our ills induſtrious to prevent. 
ong cer the reſt, he roſe, and fought my tent. 
The chiefs you nam'd,. already, at his call, ; 
prepare to meet us near the nary wall; 


Then none (ſiid Neſtor): ſhall his rule withſtand. 
or great examples juſtify command. : 
With that the venerable, warrior roſes ut 17 

be ſhining grapes bis ee eee I 


rery where -repreſented as rhe 


rely acquit himy becauſe he not contradict fo wiſe a 
Neſicr ; nor dbes be Nm, dectuſe his brother dt 


vn 2 {pb et Hg 


without command. 
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ear the night» guards, our choſen council wWits. 


v. 138. — i iel A Fee 

greataſt example of brocheriy af- 
tion: and he at all times defends Menelaxs, but never with more 
idreſsthan now: Neftor-had accts'd Menelant of flach; the King 


his advocate, but pleads his exouſe mh, hr os pe” 


uns the iaguraſion of 
that What might 


xm to be remaſsneſs in his character, was only a deferenceto his 
— Eye 1 
Enſtathins, 
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His purple eee join d,. 
Warm with the ſofteſt wool, and doubly lind: 
| Then ruſhing from his tent, he ſnatch'd in haſte 
155 His ſtcely lance, that lighten'd as he paſt. ; 
| The camp be travers d thro? the ſleeping crowd; 
Stopp'd at Ulyſſe-*-tent, and call'd aloud. + 
Ulyſſes, ſudden as the voice was ſent, 
Awakes, ſtarts up, and iſſues from his tent. | 
160 What new diſtreſs, what ſudden cauſe of fright» 1 
13 Thus leads you. wandring in the ſilent night? 
1 O prudent chief! (the Pylian ſage reply'd) 
| Wiſe as thou art, be now thy wiſdom try'd : - 
Whatever means-of: ſafety can be ſought, 
165 Whatever counſels-can inſpire. our thought, 
Whatever methods, or to fly or-fight ;- 
All, all depend on this important night! 
He heard, return'd, and took his painted ſhield : 
'Ehen join d the chiefs, and follew'd thro? the field., 
170 Without his tent, bold Diamed they found, _ 
All ſheath'd in arms, his brave companions round: 
Rn 


( 


AJ. 


8 _ 


Jon X HOMER: 7274 b. 87 


wood of ſpeats food. by, that Gxe upright, 
hot from. their-flaſhing points a.quiv'ring links. - 
bull's. black hide compos'd the hero's. bed; 


ſplendid carpet roll'd. beneath bis head. Se 
hen, vith bis foot, old Nin gently ſhakes +. ur 
he ſlumbꝰ ri ring chief, and, is rhe arg va. * 
Riſe, ſon- af deus. ta. the brave and ſtrong 
eſt ſeezas inglarious, and the night too long. 
1 yon” hill the foe 
25 o'er, the fleet, and ſhades aur walls below). 
L ſoft lumber from his eyelids fled;, - 

ke warrior {pv the hoary chief and faid. * 
Fond rous old man! whoſe ſoul no reſpite knows, 4 
o years and honours bid thee ſeek repoſe. 


1.374; 4 woadef ſpears . ig} The pilture here given 
of Diomed. ſleeping in his arms, with his ſoldiers about him, 


| the ſpears ſticking upright in the earth, has'a"near reſem- 
to that in the firſt book of Somzel, ch. 26. v. 7. Saul ay 
i within the rremch, and e finck in the gremnd as bs 
fer; but Abner and the people lay round ale lim. * 
v. 182. From you? hl! the. fue, 804] . 
m an exact idea of the battels of. Hemer, to carry in our minds 
place where each action was fought. It will. therefore be pro- 
to enquire here that eminence. ſtoad, upon which the Tie- 
encamp'd this night. Haffathins is inclinable to believe it was 
colone, (the fatuarion of which you, will find in the map of H- 
5 bartels) but it wi appear from. what Polen ſays: v. 48 (of 
For's being at che monument of ins) that this i- 
ice muſt be the Tamales on which NY 
© the off Ghalieſt rightly cagitine is - A 


”, TY Let: 


% 
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6— as e er 
Ill fits thy age theſe toils to undertabe. 

190 My friend, . 

- Theſe toils, my ſubjects and my ew. N 
ane en e eee 
To eaſe a ſov'reign, and relieve a ſire. 1 
. 

| 195 No hour muſt paſs, no moment mult be loſt ;* 

0 Each ſingle Greet, in this concluſive ftrife, 
Stands on the ſharpeſt edge of death er He: 
ö 
Employ thy youth as 1 employ my age; 

200 Succeed to theſe my cares, and rouze the reſt; f 
He ſerves me moſt, who ſerves his countrey belt. 


- * * . * * * ® a * * 1 ) * , * 
# 4 6 L 4 '& 1 " M4 ” 4 2 2 of L Th *. : * 5 5 oy ? 
1 * — , 


mY uy tary Ip Pas % The 
Re 
« ſons, is worthy abſer vation: Agamemon was under à concern 
dejection of ſpirit from the danger of his army: To raiſe his! 
tage, Neſtor gave him bopes of ſucceſs, and repteſented the i: 
affairs: in the moſt favourable view. But he applies himſe 
- Diamned, who is at all times enterprizing and incapable of del 
in a far different mantier : He turns che darkeſt; fide to him, 
get che worſt proſpetct of ther condition. Chis ade! 


| 

* hes A great deat of prudence 2 tis the 5 p 
fo eneourage tho diſheurtem with hopes, add: 99 1 4 

— courage of the daring with fears 3 chat the \ | 


| 1 of he aber 
imo raſhneſs. 21 2244 ly? "2 Ve 2 4 * 155452 392 
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This ſaid, the hero o'er his ſhoulders: flung Fre 
zon's ſpoils, that to his ankles: hung 
cn ſciz'd his pond ru lance, and ſtrode along. 
ze; the bold, with gr fam'd far tk 
e warrior rouz'd, and to th entrenchments led; 
1d now the chicfs approach the nightly guard 
wakeful ſquadron, each in arms prepar d: 21% er 
unweary d watch their liſt ning leaders kee, 
d couching cloſe, repel invading ße c 
faithful dogs chaiw flvecy charge maintain. 
irn 0 
207. 1 th „en a 
in poetry to pals over little 


m he was diſpatched, and had been but a reperiti 
Poet had fully deſcrib'd before: He therefore (fays t 
nr) drops theſe purticulaccies, and lewres them wo be ſupply4 


to be added by the fancy of the beholder. 
211. So faithful dogs, 8c.) This Smile en all ico pores juſt 
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When the-gaint lioneſs, with hunger bold. 
Springs from the mountains tow'rd the guarded fol 
215 Thro' breaking woods her ruſtling courſe they hea; 
Loud, and more loud, the clamours ſtrike their ear 
Of hounds and men; they ſtart, W 
Watch ey ry fide, and turn to ev ry ſound. 
Thus watch'd the Grecians, cautious af ſurprize;. | 
220 Each voice, each motion, drew their ears and eyes; 
" Each ſtep of paſſing feet encreas d th affright; 
And hoſtile Troy was ever full in fight, 
'8 Neftor with Joy the wakeful band ſurvey'd, 
Aud thus accoſted thro* the gloomy ſhade. 
225 Tis well, my ſons! your nightly care employ, 
Ele muſt our hoſt become the ſcorn of Dey. 
: Watch thus, and Greece ſhall live The hero faid; 


| 

* 

. 
'F 
l 
7 


guard. The Poet. tells” us, that they fate down with their m 

think that this was not ſo prudent a method 

uſed 3 it . — — 

* 
by the fatigue of a long watch. 

v. 228. Tie ft ens te fling cried The 
fon why Nefter did not open the council within the trenches: WP m 
with a deſign to encourage the guards, and thoſe whom he ot 
ed to ſend to ener the Trojan camp. — — 
reaſonable to ſend others over the entrenchments 
————— Brie fonk! | 


— ' 0 — 


box X. nun 9 
los, and godlike Mirins fnafth'd ebd. 
ae e ee eee 
he trenches paſt de Wü Rings ca 

ſilent ſtate the conſiſtory crown'd. 

place there was, yet undefil'd with gore, 

ſpot where Hettor ſtop d his rage before, 

en gt ein, Fm Mme and 

ier d the-relicks of the Galen band: 
Leh b WAN ih pe e e 

xd all his progreſs merk d by heaps of dead.) | 

ere fat the mournful Kings : when Nelews fon | 

ie council opening, in theſe. words begun. 


1s there (ad he) a chief ſo greatly brave, _ ' 
s life to hazard, and his country fave? "RON 


\ 
/ 
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Lives there a man, who ſingly dares; ta ga 
To yonder camp, or ſcize ſome ſtraggling foe? 
245 Or favour'd by the night, approach ſo nears, 
Their ſpeech, their counſels, and deſigns to hear? 
If to beſiege our naries they prepare, 
Or Troy once more muſt. be the ſeat of war? 
This could he learn, and to  Qur_pecrs regitey 
250 And paſs hum d the dangers of the, night l. M 


i What, fame v were his thro? al ſuccceding days, 
While Phagbus ſhines, or men have tongues to prail 
What gifts his grateful country would beſtow?.. 
What muſt not Greece to her, dehr'rer 


260 A fable ewe each leader ſhould provi = F 
With cach a fable jambkin by, he <<. 


n at O7 * 
2 * * 


hunt men that offer -d themſelves ſatisfy d their honour, by bd 

ng to ſhare the danger with Djomed; and it was no difp 
to be left behind, after they bad offer'@ to hazard ch ceir live 
their coumry. Eiſtatbias. 

v. 244, Or ſeize ſome ſtraggling foe? ] e 
with hoy/ much caution opens this -N and wick! 
much courage Diomed accepts it. Nyſter forms ola 
but Dlomed embraces it with warmth and reſolution. ig Boy 

poſes that ſome man would approach the "enemy and inten 
E e ftraggling” Thojan, but Diomed offers to penetrate the 


cam Neftor was afraid left no one ſhould undertake it; D. 
e e e e 
h ee en 


81 
„* 
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ev'ry rite his ſhäre thould be increas'd, 
1 his the foremoft Honburs of the feuſt. 


Fear held them mute: Alone, untaught to fear,” 
ides ſpokc The man you ſeek, is here. 


KN 


* 


5 ro yon” black" camps to bend my dang rous way, 

| e God -withiri cortmands, WB cle ce 
et ſome other choſen warrior join... 

V 21 


raiſe my Rapp IN id bal. gT 
mutual confidence, and mutual aid, $700; en 


C : deeds we done, and great diſcoveries mate | 
: one. brave hero fansamoriier!s' fte. 

n zl ontending leaders at the word aroſe: 
5 h gen'rous breaſt with emulation glows: _ 
F// 


rare a tadk each her firove to thare,....... 
Merion ſtrove, We AE: be” 
Saen wiſh'd 1 

| great Uher Wilde d, nor Wilk d in valn. = 
bes the Kis of Men the Ge e:; 
du firſt of Warriors, des bet ef frionds, 18 
jinted Divined? what chief to join | ; 


* $ x : 
it; Di eee OS Rt | 
"wo J * 
. yi" "Ss 
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juſt be thy choice, without affection made, 
280 To birth, or office, no reſpect be paid; F 
Let worth determine here. — | 
And inly trembled for his brother's ſake. 
Then thus (the God- like Diomed. rejoin'd) 
My choice declares the impulſe of my d. 
285 How can I doubt, while great Dias ils. 
| To lend his counſels, and aſſiſt qur hands? 
A chief, whoſe ſafety is Miner vas care; 
80 fam'd, ſo dreadful, in the works of war: 
Bleſt in his conduct, I no aid require. n 91 
290 Wiſdom like his might paſs thro flames of fire. 
«12016 Don u; 33 Fibre üb: 


3 


v. 280. nd e e BP pat] ee T 
n brother from "danger; 
ſo s he bears to him makes him think him to ſo 
e 
that the Poet intended to condemn that faulty modeſtywhich u 
one ſometimes prefer # nobleman before s perſon of man 
worth. To be greatly born is an happineſs, but no merit; v/ 
as perſonal vircues ſhew man worthy: of that gr © 1 
he is not born. 

14 r ge IenO EY to go 
on the by night, or undertake thoſe offices which are 
, cny era of common ole foldiers. Gideon in 3 

as Dacier es as into the camp Midi 
Era . e 

v. 289. Bleft in his candact.] There rr | 
Diomed to make his choice without offending thb Grecign| 
ces; each of chem might think it an indignity to be 8 
Tuch a place of haet Diomed therefore chuſes Ohe 


3 
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It fits thee not, before theſe» chiefs of fame, 
ly'd the ſage) to praiſe me, or to blame: 
from a friend, or cenſure from a foe, 
loſt on hearers that our merits know. 
t let us baſte. Night rolls the hours away, 
red ning Orient ſhews the coming dax. 
ge he 3s braver than the rell. but becauſe be is wiſer, This 
of his character was allow'd by all the leaders of the army; 
none of them thought ir a diſparagement to themſelves as 
were men of valour,-to ſee the firſt place given to Ulyſſes in 
it of wiſdom, No doubt but the Poet by cauſing Diomed to 
this choice, intended to inſinuate that valour ought always to 


mper'd with wiſdom; to the end that what is delign'd with 
lence, may be executed with reſolution. Enflathins..  — 


291, It fas ches mot ro praiſe me, or to blame. The modeſty of 
ſes in this paſſage is very remarkable; rho* -undoubredly_he de- 
l to be praiſed, yet he interrupts Diomed rather than hewould 
hearer of his Hin. commenduba. What Diomed ſpoke jn 
ſe of Ulyſſes, was uttet d to juſtify his chnice af aun ü 
of the army; otherwiſe the praiſe hehad given him, would 
been oo baer than key. rr 1% fob 


” - * \ 


The fave ſhine fainter on th atherial plains, \ 
And of Night's empire but 4 en 


n been objected that Ubſſes is gulty of a threefold 

n every word he urter'd ſhews the neceſſity of being 

de night was nigh ſpent, there-was the leſs time to loſe in . 
es. But this is ſo far from deing a fault, that it is @ beauty: 
er dwells upon the ſhortneſs of the time before the day ap- 
in order to urge Diemed to the greater ſpecd —— 


. 
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The ſtars ſhine fainter on th' ther ial plains, 
And of night's empire but a third remains. 
Thus having ſpoke, with gen'rous ardour * 
n arms terrific their huge limbs they dreſt. 
A two-edg'd faulchion ene e 
And ample buck ler, to Tydides'gave 1A. 
eee | 
| | a Short of its. creſt, and with no plume o erſpread; 


*. 


- 


K Tee —ů at mr ꝙ— LS 
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'y 


V. a9. But a third remains.) One ought to take notice 
how much exactneſs Homer proportions his incidents to the 
of action: Theſe two books take up no more chan che co 
of one night; and this deſign could not have been executed u 
other part of it. The Poet had before wid ut, that all the] 
was enlightned by the fires of Troy, and conſequently no (py 
paſs over to their damp, till they were almoſt ſunk and t 

| Juiſh'd, which could not be till near the morning. 
8 Tis obſervable chat che Poet divides the night into three 
1 from whence we may gather, that the Gredans had three 

| 


during the night : The firſt and ſecond of which were over 
Diomed and Ulyſſds'fet our to enter the enemy's-camp. | 

v. 301, A twe-edy'd fankhion Thraſymed the brave, Ke, ; 
very impertinent remark of -Scalicer; that Dime ſhould no et. 
gone from his tent without a ſword. The expedition bei 
goes upon could not be forefeen by him at the time he role 
i" was awak'd-of à ſudden, and ſent in haſte to call ſome 
| Princes: Beſides, he went but to council, and even then c- 
ſpear with him, as Homer had already inform'd us. I think 
1 Were to ftudy che art of cavilling, there would be more pu 
18 to blame Vrzii for what Scaligtr proifes him, giving 2 .. 
Zuryalus, when be had one before. Eu. 9. v. f. +1 et 
v. 303. Then in a leathern helm.] It may not be improffihe f 
obſerye how conformably hae the Poet arms 


- 
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duch as by youths unus'd to arms, are worn; 
o ſpoils enrich it, and no ſtuds adorn.) 
ext him Ulyſſes took a ſhining ſword, | 
bow and quiver, with bright arrows ſtor d: 
well-prov'd caſque with leather braces bound 
Thy gift, Merione/) his temples crown'd : 
oft wool within; without, in order ſpread, 
boar's white toeth grinn'd horrid o'er his head. 
his from Amyntor, rich Ormenus' ſon, 
talychus by fraudful rapine won, 7 


— 


70 heroes: Uhiſic kas « bow tnd arrows, that be might be able 
wound the enemy at a diſtance, and ſo retard his Aight till he 
puld overtake him; and for fear of a diſcovery, Diomed is arm'd 
ith an helmet of deather chat the glittering of it might not be- 
ay him. Eaffat hinab. 
There is ſome reſemblance in this whole ſtory to 1 
d Eualas in Virgil: and as the heroes are here ſucceſsful, and 
Vigil unfortunate, it was perhaps as great an inſtance of Vir- 
s judgment to deſcribe the unhappy youth in a glittering hel- 
et. which occafion'd his diſcovery, us it was in Au do arm 
is ſucceſsful one in the contrary manner. 
v. 509. A welk-provd caſque.)] Mr. Sn in grey nk 
this place, that it was probably from this deſcription, n 
pu, that the ancient Painters and tragic Poets conſtantly repre- 
ted Ulyſſes with the Pilexs on his head; but this particularity 
puld nor be preſery'd with any grace in the tranſlation. 
v. 313. This from Amyntor, &c.] The ſucceſſion of this heb 
et deſcending from one hero to another, is imitated by Virgil in 
« ory of Ales and Barpais | 


vo . III. . 3 1 Ee 
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315 And gave Amphidamas; from him the prize .. 
N Malus receiv d, the pledge of ſocial ties; 
The helmet next by Merion was poſſeſi d, 
And now Uyſes thoughtful temples preſs d. 
Thus ſheath'd in arms, the council they forſake, 
320 And dark thro? paths oblique their progreſs take. 
Juſt then, in ſign ſhe fayour'd their intent, 
A long-wing'd heron great Minerva ſent ; 
This, tho? ſurrounding ſhades obſcur d their view, 
By the fhrill clang and whiſtling wings, they knew, 
325 As from the right the ſoar d, Ulye: pray'd, 


Haid the glad omen, and addreſs'd the maid. 
; O Jau ol 


Enmryalees 8 Rhammetis, & aurea bullis 
Cingula; Tiburti Remulo ditiſimns olim 3 
Se mittit dona, hoſpitto cum jungeret abſens, 
Cadicus; ille ſuo moriens dat habere nepoti ; 


| Poſt mortem bello Rutuli pugnague potiti. 


It was anciently a cuſtom to make theſe military preſents to 
adventurers. So Jonathan in the firſt book of Samael, ſtript hin 
ſelf of the robe that was wpon him, and gave it to David ; and 
garments, even to his ſword, and his bow, and his girdle. ch. 18.v.4 
v. 326. Ulyſſes Hail d the glad omen.) This paſſage ſufficient 
ly juſtifes Diomed for his choice of Ubſſes : Diomed, who wi 
-moſt renoum d for valour, might have given a wrong interprets 
tion to this omen, and ſo have been. diſcourag'd from proceeding 
in the attempt. For tho? it lgnify'd, that as the bird v 
pot ſeen, but only heard by the 2 of its wings, ſo they ſhoult 


not be diſcover!d by the Trojans, but perform actions which dl 
Troy ſhould hear with ſorrow]; yet on the other hand it might im 


ply, 1 Gſcovered the bird by the noiſe of its wings, 6 
| _the 
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0 daughter of. that God. neal term . A 
avenging bolt, and ſhake the dreadful Qrield {111 411! 
hou ! for ever preſent in my way, tit AA = 


* > may we paſs beneath the gloomy ſuade. 

4 2 by thy ſuccour — N e 
id let ſome deed: this ſignal night adorn. 04 
claim the tears of Trojans: yet unbornn > 

A Then godlike Diomed- preferr'd his pray [2 ouT 7 75 

ewe. aghter of eee en“ feat . 1112 GT 
eat Queen of arms, whoſe: farour Dultus won, 10 1 
thou defend'ſt the ſire, defend the ſon. ng, nO 

daug hen on ZZ/opms* banks the banded powers 
Greece he left, and fought the Thi uns. 1 048 
ace was his charge; receiv'd with, ld he = 
went a legate, but Tcturit d a the?" *. = 8 5 

en help'd by thee, and cover'd'by thy ſhield, -- * 

o br — make names yl, p 

e be preſent, Oh celeſtial maid: 4 _ 

18. v. til continue to the race thine aid! 1 

thicient 55 & 

ho wi 10 
q ſhould be d e ae Gat ds u me . 

2 umy. eg 9 Palla 22 not ſend the bird chat 1s 

oY red to herlelf, ue el d, N af 

ſhould [ue A OR IRE POT _ 

uch 4 

pou | FP. 0 2 d Dr 

eo Bs: _ * Bo 


o, all my motions, all my toils ſurvey 19403 ton O 8 


% 
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A youthful ſteer ſhall fall beneath the ſtroke, Thi 
Untam'd; unconſcious of the galling yoke, Wh 

With ample forehead, and with ſpreading horn, ! 
. 350 Whoſe taper tops refulgent gold adorns. Dare 
The Heroes pray d, and Pallas from the skies, Of 1 
Accords their yow;: ſucceeds their enterprize, 1 W! 
Now, like twa-lions panting for the prey, If r 

| With dreadful thoughts they trace the dreary way, I 4nd 
355 Thro' the black horrors of th' enſanguin d plain, His 
|  Thro' duſt, thre? blood, o'er arms, and hills of ſlain. Wl Of 

Nor. leſs bold Heck, and the ſons of rey, - His 
On high deſigns the wakeful hours employ. - oy And 


v. 356. Thro* duſt, thro -bleod, c.] Xenophon (ſays Enſtathia) 
has imitated this paſſage ; but what the poet gives us in one line 
the hiſtorian protracts into ſeveral ſentences. Ev #0 aubis , 
xn, Tapir (Ov, vd part yrs alf, mrpuppron, cc. When th 
ce battel was over, one might behold thre” the whole extent of The field, 
« the ground dy'd red with" bloods the bodies ef Friends and tein 
« ftretch'd over each other, the ſhields fierc'd, the ſpears broken, and 

the drawn (ſwords; ſonie ſcatter d om the earth, ſome plung'd in th 
bodies of the ſlain, and ſme pes graſp'd in the. hands of the fe 
ds rey POET! 2 Dns 


v. 357. Nor leſs bold Hector, &..] It is the- remark. of Efe . 
thins, that Homer ſends out the Trojan ſpy in this place in a ver n 
diffexent manner from the Grecian ones before. Haying been ve - 5 
ry, particular in deſcribing the counſel of the Greths, he avoids * 

. ziring, the reader here with parallel circumſtances, and paſſes it n I fim: 
generaf terms, In the firſt, a, wiſe old man propoſes” the adven- Wes 
-wre with an air of deference; in the ſecond, à brave youhg mm f bf 
with an air of authority. The one promiſes a ſmall gifg, but ve- heb 
y bonourable and certain ; the other a great one, but uncertain his 


and leſs honourable, becauſe tis given 45 2 reward. So that 1 


* 


* 
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Th! aſſembled peers their lofty chief inclog'd $$ 2 
Who thus the: counſels of his breaſt propos d-. 
What glorious man, for high.attempts Je 
Dares greatly" venture for a rich reward? | in 
of yonder fleet a bald diſtov ry make, 
What watch they keep, and Wuerde, oker 
If now ſubdu'd they meditate their flight; 
And ſpent with toil neglect the watch of night? 
His be the chariot that ſhall pleaſe him moſt, 
of all the plunder of the vanquiſh'd hoſt ; | 
His the fair ſteeds' that all the reſt excel} ß 
And his the glory to have ſery'd fo well. 
A youth there was among the tribes of Troy on 
Delon iis name, r e Boy: i | | 356 
(rie 


med and Ulyſſes are inſpired with the love of glory, Dolon is poſ- 
{els'd with a thirſt of gain: they proceed with a ſage and circum- 
ſpect valour, he with raſhneſs and vanity ; they go in conjuncti- 
on, he alone ; they croſs the fields out r. ke follows che 
common track. In all there is a , contraſte that is admirable, and 
2 moral. that ſtrikes every reader at firſt fight. - 

v. 372. Dolon his name.] is ſcarce: to be conceiv'd with v bat 
conciſeneſs the poet has here given us the name, the fortunes, the 
pedigree, the office, the ſhape, the ſwiftneſi of Dehn. He ſeems 
to have been eminent for nothing ſo much as for his wealth, tho 
undoubtedly he was by place one of the firſt rank in Troy: Hechr 
fummons him to this aflembly amongſt the. chiefs' of Troy; nor 
was he unknown to the Greeks, for Diomed-immediately after he 
had ſeiz'd him, calls him by his name. Perhaps” being an herald, 
— ye eh een? Ns the armies n 


— 


£7 | The © 
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(Five girls beſide the rev rend berald told) | 


Rich was the fan in-brats, and rich in gold? That 
375 Not bleſt by nature with the charms of face. nc 
But ſwift of foot; and matchleſs in the race. ruf 
Hector! (he ſaid) my courage bids me meet En 
This high atchieyement, and explore, the fleet: 
Bnt firſt exalt thy ſceptre to the skies, a T! 
380 And {wear to grant me the demanded prize; "on Atte 


* | „ Dette 8 
7 291 10h 1 - wean f baſe ſ 


The ancients obſerv'd upon this place, that was 
of Dolon which made him offer himſelf to Hector. The fac 
character gave him hopes that they would not violate his 

f re 
8 ficient to purchaſe His liberty ; beſides all which advantages, 
* had hopes from his ſwiftneſs to eſcape any purſaers. — 
Sy _ ney the charms of face.] The ory 

18, 


Oe eum de . fu mandy, 3 


Which ſome ancient criticks thought to include a contradidk 
| becauſe the man who is ill-ſhap'd can hardly be ſwift in running where 
taking the word «fg as apply'd in general to che air of the v 
. perſon, But Ariſtotle acquaints us that word was as proper in 
. gard to the face only, and that it was uſual with the Cretan 
call a man with a handſome face, e,. So that Dolen mig 
want a good face, and yet be well-ſhap'd enough to make an er 
cellent racer. Poet. c. 26. 

Vi. 380. Swear to grant me, &c.] it is evident from this v 
D Det Bin ans Mes ante big 
, Teroulnels ſcewps. to he the ſole mache of his. undecnyking this 
ploit: and whereas Diomed neither defir'd any reward; nor wh 
E Dolon demands an oath, u 


Fi 
LT! 1 


0 
* 


K 

Th' immortal courſers, and the glitt'ring car, 

That bear Pelides thro the ranks of war. 
Encourag'd thus, no idle ſcout J go, | 

Fulfil thy wiſh, their whole intention know, 

Eyn to the royal tent purſue my way, 

] all their counſels, all their aims betray. 

The chief lin, E eee Tyre 

uti OP the monarch wa cc 


in 


will not truſt the promiſe of Hedor ; anc where di ſcovers 2 
baſe ſpirit, and by the ſequel 3 it will appear, that this vain boaſter 
inſtead of diſcovering the army of the enemy, becomes a traytor 
to his own. Exnftathins. 

v. 381. Th immortal courſers, and the glir ring car.) Hader in 
the foregoing ſpeech promiſes the beſt horſes in the Grecian army, 
35 reward to any one who would undertake what he propos'd. 
Dol immediately demands thoſe of Achilles, ant confines the ge- 
neral promiſe of Hefor to the particular horſes of that brave hero. 

There is ſomething very extraordinary in Hefor's taking 2 ſo- 
lemn oath, A ve che chariots and ſteeds of Achilles to 
Dolon, The ancients ( ſays Eaffathias) knew not whoſe vanity 


ing this, or the other for promiſing it. Tho' we may take no- 
tice, that Virgil lik'd this extravagance ſo well as to imitate it, 


mour of Turnus to Niſus, on his Ea 


Vidifti, quo Turnus eques eee Bar toon r 
Atem; ipſum illum, 2 Dis criſtaſque rubentes 
| Excipiam ſorti, jam nac tua premia, Niſe. 


Unleſs one ſhould think the raſhneſs of foch a promiſe better a- 
greed with the ardour of this yourhful prince, than with the cha- 
rater of an experienc'd warrior like Hager. 


% 
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moſt to wonder at, that of Dolow or Hedor ; the one for demand. 


where Aſcanins (without being asked) promiſes the horſes and ar- 


' 
| 


- 
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Be witneſs thou! immortal Lord of all! 
390 Whoſe thunder ſhakes the dark aerial hall: 
By none but Dolon ſhall this prize be born, 
And him alone th' immortal ſteeds adarn.. ,, 
Thus Hector ſwore: the Gods were call'd in vain; 
But the raſh youth prepares to ſcour the plain: 
395 A-croſs his back the bended bow he flung, + 
A wolf's grey hide around his ſhoulders hung; 
A ferret's downy fur his helmet lin'd, | 
And in his hand a pointed jay'lin ſhin'd.. 


1 


— Then (never to return) be ſought the ſhore, | $4 
400 And trod the path his feet muſt tread no more. plot 
Scarce had he paſs d the ſteeds and Tojan throng, pave 
(Still bending forward as he cours d. along)... n 
When, on the bollow way, th' approaching tread t, 
Ulyſſes mark d, and thus to Diumel. - 
405 O Friend! I hear ſome ſtep of hoſtile feet, | 5 
Moving this way, or haſt ning to the fleet; This 
Some ſpy perhaps, to lurk beſide the main; — 
Or nightly pillager that ſtrips the ſlain. | = 
Yet let him paſs, and win a little ſpace . | fore | 
410 Then ruſh behind him, and prevent his pace. _ 
But if too ſwift of foot he flies before, | by 
Confine his courſe along the fleet and ſhore,, — 


l X - BetwictF ares 


* 
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nnn 
nd intercept his hop'd return do They. 
a charles De df eee 
As Dolon paſs d) behind a heap of dead. 


long the path the {py unwary flew 

oft, at juſt diſtance, rr ape pre 
o diſtant they, and ſuch the ſpace between; © 

s when oro rams of mals dive the green, 


t A. 


v. 419. err 
len, &c.] T wohder Enftathins takes no notice of the manner 
ploughing uſed, by the ancients, whjeh is deſcrid'd in cheſe 
erſes, and of which we have the beſt account from Dacier. 
not ſatisßed wich the explanation given by Didymas,” that He- 
er meant the ſpace which mules by their ſwriftneſa gain upon 
xen that plow in the ſame feld. The Gredans ( fays ſhe) did 
not plow in the manner now in uſe. They firſt broke up the 
ground with oxen, and then plow'd it more lightly with 
e they meaſured 
ſpace they could plow / in a day. and fer their plows at 4 
ends of that. ſpace, and thoſe plows proceeded toward 
ene d, but leſs 
tiog for two, plows. of. oxen, than, for. two of — 
oxen are lower, and toil r has not 
rurn'd up, whereas mules are naturally ſwifter >and n 
ſpeed in a ground that has already had the firſt ploy 
fore belieye that what Homer calls swi{pe, is the 
husbandmen between two plows of mules. which. f 
held:. and as this ſpace was ſo much the greaten in a 


dof 


T4497 
1 


1 
71 


1 
Pile 


plow'd by. o xs be ade hah s.of mules, rift they, ave 
ſwifter and fitter do give. the 1 than onen, and 
therefore diſtinguiſties the field E ow a by ths en 

deep, rudte Gaben. for that ſpace was certain, of ſo many 

vin acres or perches, and always larger than in a field as yer 
| 25 « untill'd 


425 Till ſcarce at diſtance of a Jav'lin's throw, 


430 And from the herd ſtill turn the flying prey: 


106 HIOMER*%. IL FAD. Boon! 


(To whom the hind like ſhares of land allows) | 
When now few futrows part th approaching plot 

Now Dolon liſt ning heard them as they paſt; 
Hector (he thought) had ſent, and check d his haſte, 


No voice ſucceeding, he pererivd the foe. * 

As when twWo skilful hounds the lev'ret winde, 
Or chaſe thro woods obſcure the trembling hinde; 
\Now loſt; now ſeen, they intercept his way, 


So faſt, and with fuch fears the Trojan flew ; 

So cloſe, ſo conſtant, the bold Greeks purſue. | 
Now almoſt on the fleet tho daſtard falls, 
OT Ew that watch the walls; 


<«.untill'd, which being ne e e ene requir'd t 
interval to be ſo much the Teſs between two plows of oxen, i 
enuſe they could not diſpatch fo. much work. Homer could 1 
< have ferv'd himſelf" of 2 juſter compariſon for a thing t 

4*-paſy'd-in the fields; at the fame time he ſhews ho pen 
= an the art of agriculture, and gives his verſes a moſt agreed 
=- ornament; r indeed all the imager drawn from this are we 
4 culiarly entertaining 
: This manner of mexſring x ſpe of ground by » comps? | 
from plowings ſeems to have been cuſtomary in thoſe times, tn 
that paſſage in the firſt book of Samuel, ch. 14. v. 14. Aud the 
whith Jonathan and hi armonr-bearer made, was 
twenty ae eee | 

7 Fe might fin. * ; | 


% 
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When brave Tjdides ſtopp'd; a gen'rous thought 
(Inſpir'd by Pallas) in his boſom wrought, 
Leſt on the foe ſome forward Greek advance, 
Then thus aloud : Whoe'er thou art, remains. 
This jav lin elſe ſhallfix thee to the plain, 
He faid, and high in air the weapon caſt, 
ce; Which wilful err'd, and o'er his-ſhoulder paſt ;. 
Then fix d in earth. Againſt the trembling' wood = 
The wretch ſtood propp'd, and quiver'd as bs foods 
A ſudden palſy feiz'd his turning bead; 
His looſe teeth chatter'd, and his colour fled :- 
The panting warriors ſeize him as he ſtands; 
sj And with unmanly tears his life demands. f 
O ſpare my youth, and for the breath I owe. 
d Large gifts of price my father ſhall beſtowy: 
Vaſt heaps of braſs ſhall in your ſhips be told,. 
And ice! well-teraper'd, and refulgent gold. 


* 


v. 444+ Qaiver'd as he food, Ke The poer here e gives wa ver 
lively picture of a perſon in the utmoſt agonies of fear: Dolon's 
ſwiftneſs forſakes him, and he ſtands ſhackled by his cowardice, 
The very words expreſs the thing he deſcribes by the broken turn 
3 nnn 
Engli 


* 3H 2 tos, rn v 
Nala, 4 e l 
Raagos veal $f ——— - 


 * We. | To 


* 
15 


455 What moves thee, fay, when ſleep has clos d the ſigh 


460 Thro' heaps of carnage, to deſpoil the dead? 


465 No leſs a bribe than great Achille? car, 
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To: whor Ulyſſes made this wile reply 
Whoe'er thou art, be bold, nor fear to die: 


To roam the ſilent fields in dead of night? 
Cam'ſt thou the ſecrets of our camp to find, 
By Hedor prompted, or thy daring mind? =, 
Or art ſome wretch-by hopes of plunder led 


Then thus pale Dolon with a fearful look, 
(Still as he ſpoke, his limbs with horror ſhook): 
Hither I came, by Hechæ's words deceiv'd ;/ 
Much did he promiſe, raſhly I believ'd : 


And thoſe ſwift ſteeds that ſweep the ranks of war, 
Urg'd me, unwilling, this attempt to make; 
To learn what counſels, what reſolves you take: 


v. 454. Be bold, nor fear to dit. ] Tie obſervable what cautict 
the poet here uſes in reference to Dolon : | Ulyſſes does not make 
him any promiſes of life, but only bids him very artfully not w 
think of dying: ſo that when Diomed kills him, he was not guilty 
of a breach of promiſe, and the ſpy was decety'd rather by the 
art and ſubtlery of Ulyſſes, than by tis falfhood. Doler's under 
ſanding ſeems entirely to be diſturb'd by his fears; he was {6 cat 
tious as not ro believe a friend juſt before without an gath, but 
here he truſts an enemy withour ſo much as 2 promiſe. Enfie- 
thius. wv 

v. 467. Urg'd me, unwilling] Tis obſervable that the cowardiſe 
of Dolon here berrays him into a fallhgod : tho Exftathins is of 


opinion that the word in the original means no mort thun cuntran 


to my judgment. n 
9 3 | U 
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f now ſubdu d, you fix your hopes on flight. 

| tir'd with tolls, neglect the watch of night n 

Bold was thy aim, and glorious was the prize. 

ſes, with a ſcornful ſmile, replies) | 

ar other rulers thoſe proud ſteeds demand, 

nd ſcorn. the guidanee. of a vulgar hand; 

yn great Achilles ſcarce their rage can tame, 

chiles ſprung from an immortal dame. 

t ſay, be faithful, and the truth recite ! 

here liesencamp'd the Trojan chief to night? 

heir other princeg?-tell what watch they keep? ., 

, fince this conqueſt, hat their counſels are? 

here to combat, from their city far. 

back to Iion's walls transfer the war? 

Uhſe: thus, and thus Ewmedes ſonn 

ſhat Dolon knows, his faithful tongue fall own. 
the peers aſſembling in his tent. 15 

2 mounment. or 


* 1 


—— — — 


3 


uilty 

the | * 

der- * 

c. 472. auen er Wr arrer} hr" 
but , ahd che two heroes had their 


nc'd, the morning 

ole d fan ch rb N therefore complies with the 
eſſity bf the time, and makes bis queſtions very ſhort; tho at 
fame time very full. In the like manner when Ulyſſes comes 
| ſew Diomed the chariot of Rhefis, "by! ufes on er 
ran W : WOES 4. 5 


If No 
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No certain guards the nightly watch partake; | 
Were er you? fires aſcend, the Trojans wake: 
490 Anxious for Toy, the guard the natives keep; 
Safe in their cares, th! auxiliar forces fleep, 
- Whoſe wives and infants, from the danger far, 
Diſcharge their ſouls of half the fear of war: 
Then ſleep thoſe aids among the Trojan train, 
495 (Enquir'd the chief) or ſcatter'd o'er the plain? 
To whom the ſpy : Their pow'rs they thus diſpol 
The Peau, dreadful with their bended bows, 
The Carions, Caucons, the Pelaſgian hoſt, 
And Leleges encamp along the coaſt. - 
oo Not diſtant far, lie higher on the land 
: The Lycian, My/ian, and Meonian band, 


v. 488, No certain guards.) Homer to give an air of x 
to this narration, lets us underſtand that the Trojan p 
eaſily be enter d without diſcovery, becauſe there were no cent 1 
to guard it. This might happen partly. chro? the ſecurity. wi 
their late ſucceſs had thrown thetn into, and partly thro? — 

" tigues of the former day. Beſides Which, Homer gives us 
very natural reaſon, the negligence of the auxiliar forces, whol X 
ing foreigners, had nothing to loſe by the fall of Troy. 

v. 489, Where-cer y fires aſcend.] This is not to be ut 


. to be kindled x1 Wit 
2 NR 8 fires, of the! | 
Jans, di auxiliar 1 v che origit 

is . remarkable ; but — fo ye fe 

aiyes of Troy ; Fix and d BEI fe 4 

So that war t'xup and ow, 3 OW — 49, 


hearths in Ir. Enſtathins. 


xX. HOMER FLIAD. 111 


\nd Phrygia's horſe, by Thymbrar ancient wall 
he Thracians utmoſt, and a- part from all. 
heſe Troy but lately to her ſuccour won, 
Led on by Rheſus, great Eionews ſon : 
1 aw his courſers in proud triumph go, 
Swift as the wind, and white as winter-ſnow : 
ich ſilrer plates his ſhining car infold; | 
His ſolid arms, refulgent, flame with gold; ; 
No mortal ſhoulders ſuit the glorious load, | 
cleſtial Panoply, to grace a God! | | 
me, unhappy, to to your fleet be born, | i & 
Or leave me here, a captive's fate to mourn. 
Io cruel chains; till your return reveal 3 
The truth or falſhood of the news I tell. 
To this Tydides, with a gloomy frown: . in 
Think not to live, tho? all the truth be ſhown: , 5 
Shall we diſmiſs thee, in ſome future Nrife: | — | 
To risk more bravely thy now. forfeit life? 
fe that again cur camps thay'tnay'lt xglore .,. 
No.—once a traytor, thou betray'ſt no more. 

Sternly he ſpoke, and as the wretch prepar' > 
Wich humble blandiſhment to ſtroke his bed. 

ad ad Ma. 14-9954 6:5 He? | 
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DOK 

Like light ning ſwift the wrathful faulchion flew, IE 

52. 5Divides the neck, and cuts the nerves in twos i" ho 
One inſtant ſnatch'd his trembling ſoul to hell, heir 3 

The head, yet ſpeaking, mutter'd as it fell. ro! t 
The furry helmet from his brow they tear, midſt 


The wolf's grey hide, th? unbended bow and ſpear; WM; th 


530 Theſe great Ulyſes lifting to the skies, 


To fav'ring Pallas dedicates the prize. 
Great Queen of arms! receive this hoſtile ſpoil, 


And let the Thracian ſteeds reward our toil: 4 
Thee firſt of all the heay'nly hoſt we praiſe ; In 
$35 © ſpeed our labours, and direct our ways! * 
This ſaid, the ſpoils with dropping gore defac d, __ 


549 


High on a ſpreading tamarigk he plac d; 

Then heap'd with reeds and gather'd bows the plain, Me 

To guide their footſteps to the Place again. | 
Throꝰ the ſtill night they croſs the devious fields, | 

Slipp'ry with Blood; o'er arms and heaps of Niields 

- Arriving where the Thracian ſquadrons lay, 

And eas'd in fene tx Ubours of * 9 


2 
| ad a 

v. 525, Divider the 88 It may ſeem 2 pince of barbarity in 
Diomed to kill Dolon thus, in the very act of ſupplicating for mer d th 
cy. Enſtathi#s inſwers, that ir was very neceſfary that it ſhoul erle 

be ſo, for fear, if he had defer'd his death, he might hu 
cry d out to the Trojans, who hearing his voice, would have bean 1! 
1 7 « f 


9 


Rang 
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ug d in three lines they view the proſtrate, band: 

e horſes. yok d beſide each warrior ſtand/ 

heir arms in order on the ground reclin d. 
ro! the brown ſhade, the fulgid weapons ſſiin dz 

nidſt, lay Rheſws, ſtretch'd in fleep profound; 

ad the white-ſteeds behind his chariot bound. 

welcome ſight Ulyſſes firlt deſer es, 

d points to Diomed the dempting prize. | - N 
e man, the coutlers; ald che cat 6 
ſcrib'd by Dolon, with the a arms of [I 

ow, brave Tydides | now thy courage try. 

proach the chariot, and the ſteeds 2 3 

r if wg foul * ad fiercer deals, en 65 bt 


2572. 


* 


Pla, (this ſaid) her hero's bolbm warmy, 

„ Wc:th'd in his heart, and ſtung his nervous arms 3. 
ſhere-e'er he paſs'd, a purple ſtream purſu d; 1 
s thirſty faulchion, fat with hoſtile blood. 
ud all his footſteps; dy d the fields with gore. 
„Ibs, groan, remurmur d thro? the ſhore... 
me the grim lion, from his nightly den. 

erleaps the fences, and. invades the pen; 

n ſheep or goats, reſiſtleſs in his way, 5 

e falls, and foaming rends the guardleGs prey. « 


rr A 


houl 
ha) 
bee 


ing 


/ 
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Nor ftopp'd the fury of his vengeful hand. 
Till twelve lay breathleſs of the Thracian band. 

570 Ulyſſes following, as his Partner' ſlew, N 

Back by the foot each ſlaughter d warrior drew 
The milk- white courſers ſtudious to convey 

Safe to the ſhips, he wiſely clear d the way; 

Leſt the fierce ſteeds, not yet to battels bred, . 

57 5 Should ſtart, and tremble at the heaps of dead. 
Now twelve diſpatch'd, the monarch laſt they ban 
Tydides' faulchion fix'd him to the ground. 

Juſt then a deathful dream Minerva ſent ; 
A warlike form appear'd before his tent, 

580 Whoſe viſionary ſteel his boſom tore: 

So dream'd the monarch, and awak'd no more; 
| Uhſſ: now the ſnowy ſteeds detains, 8 
And leads them, faſten d by the ſilver reins; _ 

| Theſe, with his bow unbent, he laſh'd along; 

585 (The ſcourge forgot, on Rheſus chariot hung.) 

v. 578. Juſt then a deathful dream Minerva ſent.] Ty 
cumſtances of this action, the night, Rheſus buried in a pro 
de and Diumed with the fed in His hand hanging ove 


head of that prince, furniſh'd Homer with the idea of this 66 

which repreſents Rheſus dying faſt aſleep, and as it were bela 
ing his enemy in a dream plunging a ſword into bis boſom. Tl 
image is very natural, for a man in this condition awakes no i 
ther than to ſee. confuſedly what environs ee to think 


Nen, Eaſtatlius, Dacier 
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ben gave his friend the ſignal to retire ; 

ut him, new dangers, new atchievements fire: 
Joubtful he ſtood, or with his reeking blade - 
o ſend more heroes to th' infernal ſhade, > 127 
g off the car where Rheſus armour lay, 

r heave with manly force, and lift away. 

hile unreſoly'd the ſon of Tydews ſtands, 

alla appears, and thus her chief commands. 
Enough, my ſon, Nb n n Ma 
egurd thy fafety; dad depart in p: 
ite to the ſhips, the gotten ſpoils enjoy, 

or tempt too far the hoſtile Gods of Troy. 

The voice divine confeſs d the martial maid; 

1 haſte he mounted, and her word-obey'd; ' | 
he courſers fly before Ulyſſes' bow, 8305 
wift as the wind, and white as winter - ſnowy. 

Not unobſery'd they paſs d: the God of light 

d watch'd his Dey, and. mark'd Minerva's flight, 
jaw Tydeus' ſon with heay'nly ſuccour bleſt, | 
ind vengeful anger fill'd his facred breaſt. 

c wakes. Hippocoon in the morning-hour, - 


v. 607, And wotes Hippocoon.] Ayollo's waking the Trejans 
RE WAGES 


(On 


=. 
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(On Rheſus fide accuſtom'd to attend, 
610 He roſe, and ſaw the field deform'd with blood, 
An empty ſpace where late the courſers ſtood, 
The yet- warm Thracians panting on the coaſt; 
For each he wept, but for his Rheſus moſt: 
Now while on Rheſus name he calls in vain, 
615 The gath'ring tumult ſpreads o'er all the plain; 
On heaps. the Trojans ruſh, with wild affright, 
And wond'ring view: the layghters of the night. 
Mean while the chicks, arriving at the ſhade 
Where late the ſpoils of Hedor's ſpy were laid, 
620 Uhyſes ſtopp d; to him Tydides bore © 
| The trophy, dropping yet vrith Dolor's"gore : 
Then mounts again ; again their nimble feet 
The courſers ply, and thunder tow rds the fleet. 


Old Neftor firſt perceiy'd th' approaching ſound, 


625 Beſpeaking thus the Grecian peers around. 


» 4: 
; 


v. 624. Old Neſtor firſt perceiv'd, &c]. It may with an apy 


ance of reaſon be ask'd, whence it could be that Neſtor, wh 
ſenſe of hearing might be ſuppos'd to be impair'd by his g 
age, ſlould be the firſt perſon among ſo many youthful arri 
who hears the tread of the horſe's feet at a diſtance ? Ex/ath 
anſwers, that Neſtor had a particular concern for the ſafety of N 


med and Les on this occaſion, as he was che perſon who, byp 


poſing the undertaking, had expoſed them to a very ſignal dange 


/ ; 


Yi 
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thinks the noiſe of -tramp'ling' ſlceds 1 her 
dick ning this way, and gath'ring on my ear; 
rlaps ſome horſes of the Trojan breed 
may, ye Gods! my. pious hopes ſucceed) 0 ©! 
e great Tydides and Ulyſſes ber.. \ 
turn'd triumphant with this prize of war. 3 
much I fear (ah may that fear be vain? 
te chiefs out · number d by the Trojan train; 
rhaps, ev'n now purſu'd, they ſeek the ſhore; 
oh! perhaps. thoſe heroes are no more. » - 1 
Scarce had he ſpoke, 'when lo! the chiefs appear, 
ad ſpring to earth; the Greeks diſmiſs their fear : 
ith words of friendſhip and extended hands 
ey greet-the Kings; and Neſtor firſt demands: 
Say thou, whoſe praiſes all our hoſt proclaim, © © 
ou living glory of the Grecian et 41 N 2. 
J Wy whence theſe courſers ? by what chance 8 
te ſpoil of foes, or preſent of a God? Kg" 
«thoſe fir feos Wen and & yu, E. 
= reve the duming charies oF che: dap. 


£2 $0246 


| conſequently 'bie extraordinary dare for "hee NE 10 
re than fupply the aka of his This wes yery 

ll with what immediately faliows ; a for -” old man reaks out” 
o a tranſport at the ſight of them, and in a wild fort of. joy wks. 
e queſtions, which could not have; proceeded from bim, but 


he was under chat happy ſurprize. Enſtathins. 
Old 
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Old as I am, to age I ſcorn to yiel, og ad. 5 Hect 
And daily mingle in the martial field _. nov 
But ſure till now no courſers ſtruck my ſight hen 


Like theſe, conſpicuous thro the ranks of fight. Jo 
650 Some God, I deem, conferr'd the glorious prize, it tc 


Bleſt as ye are, and fav'rites of the skies RF wa 
The care of him who bids the thunder roar, nei 
, *24- And * her, whoſe fury bathes the world with gore, Wh the 
. Father? not ſo, (fage Ithacus rejoin'd) Dalo 
by The gifts of heav'n are of a nobler kind. h on 


Of Thracian lineage are the ſteeds ye vier, ophy 
Whoſe hoſtile king the brave Tydides flew 3 
gleeping he dy'd, with all his guards around. 
And twelve beſide lay gaſping on the ground. 

660 Theſe other ſpoils from conquer'd Ddloy came, 
A wretch, whoſe ſwiſtneſs ——— fame, 


v. 656. af ci d Ke. 1 is obſervable, ſays 
ſtathius, that Homer in tius place unravels the ſeries of this night 
exploits, and inverts the order of the former narration; Thu 
partly occaſion'd by a neceſſity of Neſtor's enquiries, and partly! 
relate the ſame thing in a different way, that he might not tire 6 
reader with an exact repetition of what he knew before. 

v. 659, And twelve beſide, &c.] How comes it to paſs that d 
Poet ſhould bere call Do!on the thirteenth that was ſain, when 
as he had already number d up thirteen beſides him? Exftathi 
anſwers, that he mentions Rheſus by himſelf, by way of en 
nence. Then coming to recount the Thratians, be reckons twill 
of *em ; ſo that raking Rheſus n Dolon will make 67. 7 
thirteenth, ' 


K 
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Hector ſent our forces to explore... 
now lies headleſs on the ſandy ſhore. 1 
hen o'er the trench the bounding courſers flew ; 
joyful Greeks with loud achim purſe,” — 
it to Tydides' high pavilion born, 
matchleſs ſteeds his ample Ralls adorn: 
neighing courſers their new fellows greet, 
| the full wracks are heap'd with gen'rous wheat, 
Dolon's armour to his ſhips convey'd, | 
h on the painted ſtern Uly/es laid, 
ophy deſtin'd to the blue-ey'd maid. - 
low from nocturnal ſweat, and ſanguine ſtain, 
7 cleanſe their bodies in rhe neighb'ring main: 
n in the poliſh'd bath, refreſh'd from toil, 
r joints they ſupple with diſſolving oil, 
ue repaſt indulge the genial hour, 
firſt to Pallas the libations pour: 


11 


674. They cleanſe their bodies in the main, &c.] We have here 
imen very agreeable to the fimplicity and auſterity of the old 
times. Theſe Warriors plunge inta the ſea to waſh chem- 
; for the ſalt water is not only more purifying than any 
dut more corroborates the nerves. They afterwards enter 
| bath, and rub their bodies with oll, which by ſoftening and 
ning the fleſh prevents too great a diffipation, and reſtores 


atural ſtrength. Eaſtathins. 


677. In due repaſt, &c.] It appears from hence with what 
eneſs Homer diſtinguiſhes the time of theſe actions. * — 
evi 


| ſees the moſt natural night-ſcene in the world; he is led % 


his very footſteps, aſſiſt the two chiefs in purſuing him, a 
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They fit; rejoycing in her aid divine,” 
And the crown'd goblet foams with floods of win 


evident from this paſſage, that immediately after their rem 
was day-light :* that being the time of taking ſuch a repaſ 
here deſcrib'd. | Reba bs 

I eannot conclude the notes to this book without oſerving, 
what ſeems the principal beauty of it, and what diſtinguiſ 
among all the others, is the livelineſs of its Paintings: Then 


ſtep with the adventurets, and made the companion of all thei 
pectations and uncertainties, We ſee the very colour of the 
know the time te a minute, are impatient while the heroq 
arming, our imagination ſteals out after them, becomes prin 
all'their'doubts, and even to the · ſecret wiſhes of their hear 
up to Minerva. We are alarmed at the approach of Dolon 


juſt with'the ſpear that arreſts him. We are perfectly acqui 
with the ſituation of all the forces, with the figure in which 
lie, with the diſpoſition of Rheſws and the Thracians, with 
poſture of his chariot and horſes. The marſhy ſpot of gi 
where Dolon is killed, the tamarisk, or aquatick Plants upon'y 
they hang his ſpoils, and the reeds that are heap'd together wi 
the place, are circumſtances the moſt pidfareſque imaginable, 
tho it muſt be owned, that the human figures in this piece 
cellent, and diſpoſed in = ——— 3.1 cannot but a 
my opinion, that the chi uty of it is in the 1 
SIT ich was hever drawn by any pencil. * 
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The third battel, and the acts of Agamemny 


jans 20 receive them; while Jupiter, Juno, « 


cue him. Hector cone againſt Ajax, but thi 
Hero alone oppoſes multitudes, and rallies the Greek 


. at leaſt to Ae Him to do it, clad in Achilles! 


day of the poem; and the ſame day, with' its var 


. oas actions and adventures, 1s 2 thro tht 


 leene lies in the field near the monument Ilus. 


The ARGUMENT. 


"0 
De 
2 

C 


A Gamemnon having arm'd himſelf, leads {| 
Grecians 20 battel: Hector prepares the Ty 


Minerva give the ſignals of war. Agamemnay 
bears all before him; and Hector is commanded | 
Jupiter (who ſends Iris for that purpoſe) to declin 
the engagement, till, the King ſhall be wound, 
and retire from the field. He tben makes a gred 
ſlaughter of the enemy; Ulyſles and Divas ju 
a ſtop to him for a time; but the latter ben 
wounded by Paris, is obliged to deſert his ep 
who 4s encompaſs'd by the Trojans, wounded, a 
in the umoſt danger, till Menelaus and Ajax 19 


In the mean time Machaon, in the other wing 
the army, is pierced with ay arrow by Paris, 4 
carry'd from the, fixht in Neſtor's chariot. Achill 
(who. overlook d the action rom his ſpip) ſends Þ 
troclus to enquire which of the Greeks was woun 
ed in that manner? Neſtor entertains him in ht 
tent with an account of the accidents of the da, 
and a long recital of ſome former wars which N 
remember d, © tending to put Patroclus upon 9 
ſuading Achilles to fight for his Country-men, it 


armour, Patroclus in his return meets Eurypylis 
alſo wounded, and aſſiſts him in that diſtreſs. 
This book opens with the eight and, twentiel 


twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth ſixteenth 


ſeventeenth, and tt of the erghteenth, books. Th the . 


EL EVEN TH BOOK 


OF THE 


LE F A D. 


\HE Gafron morn, withearly luſhe end 
_Now roſe refulgent from Tithonus' bed; 

With new-born day to gladden mortal light, 
jd gd the courts of har with fared ich. | 


l 1 | r Ag |; | ö 


„„ e is in ating more wonderful, than 
q the great variety of characters with which his poems. are diver- 
ld, ſo his judgment appears in nothing more exact, than in chat 
propriety witch which each character is maintain d. But this 
neſs muſt be collected by a diligent attention to his conduct thro? 
the whole ; and when r to- 
gether) 
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| F When baleful Bus ſent by Fove's command, | 
\The-torch of diſcard blazing in her hand, 


Amber, we ſhall find 4 proceeding from the ſame 
and diſpoſition of the perſon. If this obſervation be negles 
«the Poet's conduct will tbſe much of its true TR ny 
-MoNy. 
I fancy it will not be unpleaſznt to the reader, to he 
picture of Agamemnon, drawn by ſo maſterly an hand as = f 
Homer, in its full length, after having ſeen him in ſeveral \ 
and. lights fince-the beginning of the poem. 
He is a maſter of policy and ſtratagem, and maintains 2 god 
& -underſtanding with his council; which was but neceffary, ca 
idering:-how many different, independent nations and intereſts if 
thad to manage: He ſeems fully conſcious of his own ſuperior x 
-thority, and always knows the time when to exert it: He is pe 
ſonally very valiant, but not without ſome mixture of fiercenely 
„Highly reſentful of the injuries done his family, even more t 
Menela us himſelf; Warm both in his paſſions and affections, 
-ticularly in. the love he. bears his brother. In ſhort, ke is (as 
mer himſelf in another place deſcribes him) both a good King 
And a great Warrior. 


Are en, Barns Y dab ec, xpalepie N afxpailic. 


At is very 6bſervible how this hero riſes in the eſteem of f 
reader as the poem advances : It opens with many circumſtana 
very much to the diſadvantage of his character; he inſult te 
prieſt of Apollo, and outrages Achilles but in the ſecond book he 
grows ſenſible of the effects of his raſhneſs, and takes the fault er 
tireiy upon himſelf: In the fourth he ſhews himſelf a skilful com 
amander, by.exhorting, reproving, and performing all the offen 
Af 2 good general: In the eighth he is deeply rouch'd by the fur 
ferings of his army, and makes all the peoples calamities his own: 
In the ninth he endeavours to reconcile himſelf to Achilles, and 
.condeſcends to be the petitioner, becauſe it is for the publick good: 
In the tenth, finding thoſe endeavours ineffectual, his concem 
keeps him che whole night awake, in contriyiffg all poſſible 
methods to aſſiſt then: And now in rhe eleventh as it wen 
| 4 I TI © Teſolving 
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hro' the red skies her bloody fign extends, 
d wrapt in tempeſts, oer the fleet deſcends. 
ligh on Uhyſes bark, her horrid ſtand 

he took; and thunder d thro? the ſeas and land. 
vn Ajax and Achilles heard the ſound, 

hoſe ſhips, remote, the guarded navy bound. 

hence the black Fury thro the Grecian throng 
ith horror ſGunds the loud Orthian ſong : 


ſolving himſelf to ſupply the want of Achilles, he grows pro- 
ziouſly in His valour, and performs wonders in his ſingle per- 


Thus we ſee Agamenmon continually winning upon our eſteem, + 

we grow acquainred with him ; ſo that he ſeems to be like 4 
at Goddeſs the Poet deſcribes, who was low at the firſt, ys 1 
ing by degrees, at laſt reaches the very heavens. - 

v. 5. When baleful Eris, &c.] Wich what a wonderful üblen; 

does the Poet begin this book? He awakens the reader's cu- 

dc and ſounds an alarm to the approaching battel. With what 
nificence does he uſher in the deeds of Agamemnon ? Heſeems _ 

2 while to have loſt all view of the main battel, and lets be 

bole action of the poem ſtand ſtill, to attend the motions of this 

ple hero. Inſtead of a herald, he brings down a Goddeſs to in- 

e the army; inſtead of a trumpet or ſuch warlkke-muſick, 


mo and Minerva thunder over the field of battel: Fove rains 
my n drops of blood, and averts his eyes from ſuch a ſcene of 
rors. 
> offen 


y the Goddeſs Eris is meant that ardour and impatience for the 
el which now inſpir'd the Grecian army: They who juſt be- 
were almoſt in deſpair, now burn for the fight, and breath 
ing but war. Exftathins. 
. 14. Orthian ſong.) This is'a kind of an Odaic ſong, invent- 
and ſung on purpoſe to fire the ſoul to noble deeds in wax. 
d was that of Thnothens before Alexander the Great, which had 
b an influence upon him, that he leap'd from his ſeat, and laid 
gd Un his arms. Zaſtathius. 

F 3 | ' The 
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15 The navy ſhakes, and at the dire alarme R 
Each boſom boils, each warrior ſtarts to arms. 
No more they ſigh, inglorious to return, 

But breathe revenge, and for the combat burn. 
The King of Men his hardy hoſt inſpires 

20 With loud command, with great example fires; 
Himſelf firſt roſe, himſelf before the reſt 
His mighty limbs in radiant armour dreſt. 

And firſt he cas'd his manly legs around  _ 
In ſhining greaves, with ſilver buckles bound: 
25 The beaming cuiraſs next adorn'd his breaſt, 
The ſame which once King Cimras poſſeſt: 
(The fame of Greece and her aſſembled hoſt 
Had reach'd that Monarch on the Cyprian coaſt; Ad 
Tas then, the friendſhip of the chief to gain, Vit 


30 This glorious gift he ſent, nor ſent in vain.) 2k 
Ten rows of azure ſteel the work infold, ths 
Twice ten of tin, and twelve of ductile gold; Ti 
Three glitt ring dragons to the gorget riſe, 

Whole imitated ſcales againſt the skies v. 3 


reſis, v 


v. 26. King Cinyras.] *Tis probable this paſſage of Ci 
it may 


King of Cypras alludes to a true hiſtory ; and what makes it 
more ſo, is that this iſland was famous for its mines of | 
Is. - Enftathiae, ; | 

| Ref 


res It 


 eflc6 
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Reflected various light, and-arching bow d. 
Like colour'd rainbows Oer a ſhowy ry cloud. 
(Zove's wondrous: bow, of three. celeſtial dyes, 
Plac d as a ſign to man amid the skies.) 


A radiant baldrick o'er his ſhoulder ty'd, 
Suſtain'd the ſword: that glitter d at his ſide : 
Gold was the hilti ſilyer ſheath encas d 
The ſhining blade, and golden hangers grac'd. > bak C 
His buckler's mighty orb was next diſplay d, 

That round the warrior caſt a dreadful ſhade ;. | 

en zones of braſs its ample brim ſurround, 

And twice ten boſſes the bright convex crown d: 
Tremendous Go gen frown'd upon its field, 5 
And circling terrors fill d th! expreſſive ſuicld ; 
Within its concaye hung a filver thong, +11 
On which a mimic ſerpent creeps along, | 

His azure length in eaſy waves extends, 

Till in three heads th embroider'd monſter ends. 


; Ad. r 8 Fe: 
v. 35. Arching bow'd, 8c.) Euſtathlus obſerves, that the Poet. 
intended to repreſent the bending figure of theſe ſerpents, as well 
u their colour, by comparing them to rainbows. Dacier obſerves 
here how cloſe a parallel this paſſage of Homer bears to that in Ge- 
neſir, where God tells Noah, I have ſet my bow in the clonds, that 
it may be for a ſign of the covenant between me and the carth. © 


F 4 Laſt 
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Laſt o'er his brows his fourfold helm he plac'd, 
With nodding horſe-hair formidably grac'd ; 
Sy And in his hands two ſteely jav lins wields, - ' 
That blaze to heay'n, and lighten all the fields, 
That inſtant, Juno, and the martial Maid a 
In happy thunders promis'd Greece their aid 
High o'er the chief they claſh'd their arms in air, he 
60 And leaning from the elouds, expect the war. | 
Cloſe to- the limits of the trench and 'mound;- 
The fiery, courſers to their chariots bound 
The {quires reſtrain'd: The foot, with thoſe who wil inn 


The lighter arms, ruſh'd forward to the field, 
65 To ſecond theſe, in cloſe array oombin d. <3 
The ſquadrons ſpread their fable wings behind. 


Now ſhouts and tumults wake the tardy fun, | s th 
As with the light the warriors toils begun. bro 


v. 63. The foot, with thoſe who wield The lighter arms, ruſh fi 
ward.) Here we ſee the order of battel is inverted, and oppolit v. 70 
w that which Neſtor propoſed in the fourth book: For it is belli 

_ cavalry which is there ſuſtain'd by the infantry ;. here the infants no 
by the cavalry... But to deliver my opinion, I believe it was thei tiiſto 
nearneſs of the enemy-that obliged Agamenmnon to change the di of : 
poſition of the battel: He would break their battalions with hi 
infantry, and compleat their defeat by his cavalry,. which might 
All upon the flyers. Dacier. 5 hag e co 


d 
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vn Fove, whoſe thunder ſpoke his wrath, diſtill's 

kd drops of blood o'er all the fatal field 

he woes of men unwilling to ſurvey, 

nd all the ſlaughters that muſt ſtam the day. 

Near Ilus tomb in order rang d around, 

he Trojan lines poſſeſs'd the rifing ground. 

here wiſe Polydamas and Hector ſtood ;- 

Eneas, honour d as a guardian God; 

old Polybus, Agenor the divine; 

be brother-warriors of Autenor s line; 

ith youthful Acamas, whoſe beauteous face 

nd fair proportion, match'd th* etherial race; 

reat Hecter, cover d with his ſpacious ſhield,. 

lies all the troops, and orders all the field. 

s the red ſtar now ſhows his ſanguine fires 

bro the dark clouds, and now in night retires ;- 
SSI \3 5 f Thus 

v. 70. Red drops of bed] Theſe prodigies, with which Hier 

dbelliſhes his poetry, are the fame with thoſe which hiftory re- 

es not as ornaments, but as truths, Nothing is more common 

hiſtory than ſhowers of blood, and philoſophy gives us the rea- 

of chem: The two battels which had been foughe on the plains 

Troy, had ſo drench'd them with blood, that a great quantity of 

might be exhal'd in vapours and carry'd into the air, and being 

e condens'd, fall dbwn again in dews and drops of the fame 

our. Enſftathins, See Notes on A 16. v. 560. 

. 83. £5 the red ſtar.] We have juſt ſeen at full length the 


of the General of the Greets: Here we ſee Hadlor beau- 
11 2 


k 


1 | 9 _ 25 5 
- 
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85 Thus thro' the ranks appear'd the Godlike man, 
Plung'd in the rear, or blazing in the van; 
While ſtreamy ſparkles, reſtleſs as he flies, 

Flaſh from his arms as light' ning from the skies. 

As ſweating reapers in ſome wealthy field, 

go Rang'd in two bands, their crooked weapons wield, 
Bear down the furrows, till their labours meet; 
Thick fall the heapy harveſts at their feet. 
So Greece and Trey the field of war divide, 
And falling ranks are ſtrow'd on ev'ry fide. 


ot 
4 


tifully drawn in miniature. This proceeded from the great ju 


An 
ment of the Poet: *twas neceſſary to ſpeak fully of Agamen Me 
| who was to be the chief hero of this battel, and briefly. of H 

1 Who had ſo often been ſpoken of at large before. This is a 8 Th 
| ſtance that the Poet well knew when to be conciſe, and whet 
1 be copious. It is impoſlible that any thing ſhould be more he Wr 


| imagin'd than this ſimilitude: It is ſo lively, that we ſee Hd 
ſomerimes ſhining in arms at the head of his troops; and tl 


immediately loſe fight of him, while he retires in the ranks of WW On 
army. Euſtathius. 
| vi. 89. As ſweating reapers.] *Twill be neceſſary for the ui And 
| ſtanding of this ſimilitude, to explain the method of mowing WW The 
| Homer's days: They mowed in the ſame manner as they plowt 
beginning at the extremes of the field, which was equally dia The 
and proceeding till they met in the middle of it. By this me 
they rais'd an emulation between both parties, which ſhould fn 1 
their ſhare firſt, If we conſider this cuſtom, we ſhall find it 1 Oer 
ry happy compariſon to the two armies advancing, againſt e 
other, together with an exact reſemblance. in every. circumſu Com 
the Poet intended to illuſtrate, 1 * u Each 


3) 47 


bY 


3 
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5 None ſtoop'd' a' thought to baſe inglorious flight; 
But horſe. to horſe, and man to man they fight. ; 
Not rabid wolves more fierce conteſt their prey; 
Each wounds, each bleeds, but none reſign the day. 
Diſcord with joy the ſcene of death deſcries, 

o And drinks large ſlaughter at her eee 
Diſcord alone, of all th? immortal train, OY 

Swells the red horrots of this direful pain: 

The Gods in peace their golden mn. 
Rang'd in bright order on th' Olympian hill; 

F But gen' ral murmurs told their griefs ve, 

And each accus d the partial e mee. 


N 


t 

n Mean while apart, ſuperior, and alone,. 

n Th' eternal Monarch, on his kult 

Mm Wen in the Sima ch nate cher cM" 

I end, fulfill d the juſt decrees of fare. 5 
20 on carth/he turn d his all-conſid'ring eyes. 


ud mark d the ſpot where hors tow'rs * 
be {ea with thips, che fields with armics * 


plos | 
na The victor's rage, the dying, and the dead. | 
1105 T0 while the morning-beams increaſing wigh | 
1 0 er heav ns pute azure ſpread the growing: TEA 

nl Commutual death the fate of war confounds, - 


Rach adyerſe & Jan) n nal, e 
n ER" 13 


0 
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But now (What time in ſome ſqueſter'd' vale 
2 The weary woodman ſpreads his ſparing. meal, 


When 


What time in ſome ſequeſter'd' vale. The weary which 

__ * One may gather from hence, that in Homer's tine . 
they did not meaſure the day by hours, but by the progreſſion d, 4 
the ſun; and diſtinguiſh'd the parts of it by the moſt noted em- it v 
| ploymens; as in the 12 of the Odyſſeis, v. 439. from the riſing of 
. the judges, and here from the dining of the labourer. Fal 
* It may perhaps be entertaining to the reader to ſee a general WM be. 
" count of the menſuration of time among the ancients which | line 
| ſhall. take fram Spondanns. At the beginning of the world it is Wir ch, 
| certain there was no diſtinction of time but by the light and dark- U an 
'| neſs. and the, whole day. was included in the general, terms of te WW de 
414 evening and the morning. Munſter makes à pretty obſervation ¶Mercaſt 
* upon this cuſtom : Our long-liv'd fore-fathers (ch be) had nor ne ye 
gl much occaſion to be exact obſervers how the day paſs'd, as their Wopin 
| frailer ſons, whoſe ſhortneſs of life makes it neceſfary to diſtin WW Yer 7 

| c quent 


out their obſervation. d afcr 
It is not improbable but that the Cha/deans, many ages after the y the 
| flood, were the firſt who divided the day into hours; they being Wl 
= the firſt who applied themſelves with any ſucceſs to aſtrelogy. The e dia 
= moſt ancient ſun-dial we read of is chat of: Achax, mention' d in * 
the ſecond book of. Kings, ch. 20. about the time of che building * 
of Rome: But as theſe were of no uſe in clouded days, and in the N. 
night, there was another invention of meaſuring the parts of time * 
by water; but that not being ſuiciendy exiſt they laid it abide Prep 
for another by ſand. | -— 
tens wie of Bale was earlier 8 Greeks than N 
the Romans; twas above three hundred years after the building of * 
Rome hefore they le, any thing of them: Bur pet they had d. fl 44 
vided the day and night into twenty four hours, as appears from 
Farre and Macrobizs, tho: they did not count: the bours as we da find fr 
numerically, bot from midnight ro midnight, and diftinguiſh'; v pre 
them 6 mag r names, as by the cock. crowing, - the dun, the MF dat * 


22 - [0 tl, en. vet OO RE he dy 
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hen his tir d arms refuſe the axe to rear, 
nd claim a reſpite: from the ſylvan war; 
ut not till half the proſtrate foreſts lay 


etch'd in long ruin, and expos'd to day) 
hich divided the day into hours, is mention'd by Pliny, ib: 1. 
.20. fixt upon the temple of Marinas by L. Papyrins the cen- 
about the 1a year of che wars with Pyrrbas. Bur the firſt 
em- at was of any uſe to the publick was ſet up near the roſfre in 
e forum: by Valerius Meſſala the conſul, after the taking of Catana 
Sialy ; from whence it was brought thirty years after the fuſt 
d been ſer up by Papyrins ; but this was till an imperfect one, 
lines of it not exactly correſponding with che ſeveral hours. 
t they made uſe of it many years, till Q. Marcins Philippus pla- 
{another by it, greatly improved: but theſe had ſtill one com- 


ercaſt, All theſe inventions being thus ineffectual, Scipio Naſica 
me years after meaſur'd the day; and night into hours from the 
opping of water, 

Yer near this time, it. may be gather'd that. ſun-dials were very 
i vent in Rome, from a fragment preſerv'd by Aulus Gellins, 
| aſcrib'd to Plau: The lines are ſo beautiful, that I cannot 
y the reader the ſatisfaction of ſeeing them. They are ſup- 


ein e to be ſpoken br 0 get nt 
The ee dials, 

— Ut illwm Dit pendants privens ans heres repperit q 

4 Ligue adeo primas fatal heic ſolarium : | 

: Nu mihi comminuit miſero, articulatim, diem! * 


175 Nam me pero. ateras hic erat ſolarium, _ 

Multo onmizon iſtorum pf im & veriſſumny. 

Ubi iſle monebat eſſe, niſi cum nihil erat. 
n Ne eien quad ff, nin offs miſt dei Ide: 
* Rague adeo jam  oppletum eſt api dm ſalarii ... 
| Major pars popnli, aridi reptant fame. 
wY n 
v prevent any miſtakes it may not be improper to take no: 
the dat they muſt always be underſtood to mean che ſeaſons, and 
„n, dhe dwihon of the day by hours. Then, 


on defect of being uſeleſs in the night, and when the skies were. 
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125 Then, nor till then, the Greeks impulſive might 
Pierc'd the black Phalanx, and let in the light. Th 
Great Agamemnon then the ſlaughter led, In 

And flew Bienor at his people's head: | Th 
| Whoſe Squire Oileus, with a ſudden ſpring, 

130 Leap d from the chariot to revenge his King, 


But in his front he felt the fatal wound. rn 
; Which piercd his brain, and firetch'd him on fi An 
rides ſyoil'd, and left them on the plain:  » Th 
Vain was their youth, their glitt'ring armour vaia: ¶ But 


135 Now ſoild with duſt, and naked to the ky, rer 
Their ſnowy limbs and beauteous bodies lie.. 


v. 125. The Greeks impnlſrve might.) We had juſt before i 
that all the Gods were withdrawn from the battel ; that 7 
was reſoly'd even againſt the inclinations of them all, to hw 
the Trojans, Vet we here ſee the Greeks breaking thro? them!! 
love the Poet bears to his countreymen makes him aggrandizew 
valour, and over-rule even the decrees of fare. To vaty tis 
tels, he ſuppoſes the Gods to be abſent this day; and they ar 
ſooner gone, but the courage of the Greets prevails, even. % 


the determination of Fapiter.” Euſtathian. v. 
v. 135. Naked to the t.] Euſtathius reſines upon this pal 7,2, 
and believes that Hamer intended, by particularizing the white ro of 
of the limbs, to ridicule the effeminate education of theſe uni reſent 
youths. But as ſuch an interpretation may be thought below Nor e 
majeſty of an Epic poem, and a kind of barbarity to inſult che M him; 
fortunate, I thought ir better to give the paſſage an air of u ukes 
As the words are equally czpable of either meaning dd, 
imagin'd the reader would be more pleas d witlt the human — 
ii! er0, 


N 
+ » 


| the one, thun with the ſatyr of the other... 
| . / P 74 b 7 T 


OU 
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Two ſons of Friam next to battel move; . 
The product one of marriage, one of love; 
In the fame car the brother -warriors ride, 
This took the charge to combat, that to guide: 
Far other task! than when they wont to keep "WP 
On Ida's tops, their father's fleecy ſnee. 
Theſe on the mountains once Achilles found, if 
And captive led, with pliant oſiers bound; 
Then to their fire for ample ſums reſtor'd;z. 
But now to periſh by {rides ſword: oo 
Pierc'd in the breaſt the baſe-born Ts bleeds : N 
Cleft thro* the head, his brother's fate ſucceeds. 
Swift to the ſpoil the haſty: victor. falls, n arti N 
And ſtript, their features to his mind recals. 
The Trojans ſee the youth untimely die, 
But belpleſs tremble for themſelves, and fly. 


; * 8 eat 


v. 143. Theſe on the monntaiis once Achilles found.) Homer, fays J"E 
Exftathing, never lets any opportunity paſs of mentioning the he- 

ro of his poem, Achilles: he gives here an inſtance of his former- 
reſentment, and at once varies his poetry, and exalts his character. 

Nor does he mention, him curſorily; he ſeems unwilling to leave 
him; and when he purſues the thread of the ſtory in a few lihes, 
takes occaſion to ſpeak again of him. This is 2 very artful - e- 
duct; by mentioning him fo frequently, he takes care that the 
reader ſhould mot forget him, and ſhews the importdhice of than 
hero, whoſe anger is the ſubject of his em. 2 "x7 ; vey bl ; 


INK 


So: 
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So when a lion, ranging o'er the lawns, 
Finds, on ſome graſſy lare, the couching fawns, 
155 Their bones he cracks, their reeking vitals draws; 
And grinds the quiv'ring fleſh with bloody jaws; 
The frighted hind beholds, and dares not ſtay, be 


But ſwift thro' ruſtling thickets burſts her way; 1 

All drown'd. in ſweat the panting mother flies, Mi" ! 

360 And the big tears roll triekling from her eyes. , « 

Amidſt the tumult of the routed train, = 

The ſons of falſe Antimachus were ſlain; dd | 

He, who for bribes his faithleſs counſels fold, | 

And voted Helen's ftay. for .Paris' gold. L ad 

x65 Andes mark d as theſe their ſafety fought, $ ke 

And flew the children for the father's fault; * 
Their headſtrong horſe unable to reſtrain, 


They ſhook with fear, and dropp'd the ſilken rein; I 
Then in their chariot on. their knees they fall, 


Oh ſpare our youth, and for the life we owe,, I. 1 
Antimachus ſhall copious gifts beſtow z > 
Soon as he hears, that not in battel ſlain, | hb 

|. The Gian ſhips his captive ſons detain, © of 
| 275 Large heaps of braſs in-ranſome fall be cet 1 


And ſteel RING and perſuaſive * 
— 


1 


Thc 
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Theſe words, attended with a flood of tears, 

he youths addreſs d to unrelenting ears: 

he vengeful monarch gave this ftern reply; 

from Antimachus ye ſpring, ye die: 

he daring wretch who once in council ſtood 

o ſhed Ulyſer and my brother's blood, 

r proffer'd peace f and ſues his ſced for grace! 

o, die, and pay the forfeit of your race. 

This Rid, Piſander from the car he caſt. 

id pierc d his breaſt: ſupine he breath'd his laſt. | 

is brother leap'd to earth; but as he lay, ; TOR 
ie trenchant faulchion lopp'd his hands a- ay; 
5 ſeyer'd head was toſs'd among the throng, — 
den, where the thickeſt fought, the victor fle; 
e King's example all his Greeks purſue. c 


.191, Antimachus, who once; ci Tis obſervable - that He- 
with a great deal of art-interweeves- che true hiſtory of the 
den war in his poem: he: here gives a circumſtance that cars 


it. $0 that altho* the ation of the poem takes up but 2 ſmall 
of the laſt year of the war, yet by ſuch. incidents as theſe we 
aught a great many particulars chat happen'd due the whole 
bes of it. Exftathins, | F 41 e 
188. Lopp'd his hands away.] 1 chink one cannot but com- 


Now | 


us back from the tenth year of che war to. the very beginning | 


« the fate of theſe drochers, who fuller far to tan 


| 
| 
| 
| 


* 
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Now by the foot the flying foot were Mains, .; 
Horſe trod by. horſe, lay foaming on the plain. ; 
95 From the dry fields thick clouds of duſt. ajſes, - 
Shade the black hoſt, and intercept the skies. 100 
The braſs- hoof d ſteeds tumultuous plunge and boux 
And the thick thunder beats the lab'ring ground. 


Still ſlaught'ring on, the King of men proceeds; i4 
, 200 The diſtanc d army wonders at his deeds: |» | Wn 
i As when the winds with raging flames conſpire, bi 
And oer the foreſts roll the flood of fire, Mor 


of their father, notwithſtanding the juſtice which the comma 
tors find in this ation of Agamenmon. And I can much lef i 
gine that his cutting off their hands was meant for an expreſi 
- ample againſt bribery, in revenge for the gold' which Antima 
had received from Paris. Zuſtathias is very reſining upon 
point; but the grave Spondanus outdoes them all, who has fn 
there was an excellent conceit in cutting off the hands and bel 
the ſon; the firſt, becauſe the father had been for /aying har 
the Grecian embaſladors; and the ſecond, becauſe it was fron Woouſ 
bead that the advice proceeded of detaining Helena. 
v. 893. Now by the foot the flying foot, &c.] After Homer u 
a poetical juſtice has puniſh'd the ſons of Antimachns tot 
crimes of the father ; he carries on the narration, and preſent 
the terrors of the battel to our view: we-ſee in the lively deſa 
tion the men and chariots oyerthrown, and hear the ;trampliny 
the horſes feet. Thus the Poet very artfully, by ſuch fu 
alarms, awakens che attention of the reader, that is apt to be t 
and grow remiſs by a plain and more cool narration. 
v. 197. The braſi-hoof d ſteeds.) Emſtathins obſerves that the 
tom of ſhoeing horſes was in uſe in Homer's time, and call Wi the c 
ſhoes cαπ))ο fre, from the bgure of an half moon. of th 
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and one refulgent ruin levels all. THY 
. | 

hole ſquadrons' vaniſh, and proud heads lie low. 

he ſteeds fly trembling from his waving ſword ; 

ad many a car, now lighted of its Lord, 

ide o'er the field with guideleſs fury rolls, 

reaking their ranks, and cruſhing out their ſouls; 
hile his keen faulchion drinks the warriors lives: © 


N. 


Perhaps great Hector then had found his fate, 
r eee 


„ tban ed "This 
s a reflection of the Poet, and ſuch an one as ariſes from a ſenti- 


ent of compaſſion 3 and indeed there is nothing more moving 


ſpouſes, reduc'd ſuddenly to ſuch 'a condition of horror, that thoſe 
ery wives durſt not look upon them. I was very much ſurprined 
o find a remark of Exftathins upon this, which ſeems very wrong 
and unjuſt : he would have it that there is in this place an Ellipſts, 
which comprehends a ſevere raillery: „For, ſays he, Homer would 
* imply, that thoſe dead warriors were now more agreeable to vul- 


This is very ridiculous ; to ſuppoſe that theſe unhappy women 
did not love their husbands, is to inſult them barbaroully in their 
affliction; and every body can ſee that ſuch a thought in this place 
would have appear'd mean, frigid, and out of ſeaſon. Homer, on 
the contrary, always endeavours to excite compaſſion by the grief 
ir D 


* 9 
* r » £ 
F A 2 1 & p 
i 


8 


— 


eee | Sine N= 


More grateful, now, to vultures than their wives! N 


2 to ſee thoſe heroes, who were the love and delight of their 


« tures, than they had ever been in all their days to their wives. 


| 
[ 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
il 
' 


<> 
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214 Safe from the darts, the care of heaven he ſtood, 
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Amidſt alarms, and death, and duſt, and blood. 
Novy paſt the tomb where ancient lus lay, 
Thro' the mid field the routed urge their way. 

| Where the wild figs ti adjoining ſummit \crown, 


220 That path they take, and ſpeed to reach the town, 


As ſwift, rides with loud ſhouts purſu'd; 
Hot with his toil, and bath'd in; hoſtile: blood. 
The hero haults, and his aſſociates waits. 


225 Mean-while on ev'ry fide, around the plain, 


Diſpers d, diſorder'd, fly the Trojan train. 
So flies a herd of beeves, that hear diſmay'd 
The lion's roaring thro the mid-night ſhades = 
On heaps they tumble with ſucceſsleſs haſte; 

230 The favage ſeizes, draws, and rends the laſt : 
Not with leſs fury ſtern Atrides flew, 
Sell preſs'd the rout, and ſtill the blades flew; 


9-217: Now paſt the tomb whore ancient Tus lay] i rok 


neſs of Homer's deſcription we ſee as in a landſcape the very pla 
where this battel was fought. Agamemnen drives the Tri 


thence to. the very Scæan gate. Thus 


— 
and we ſee the very rout thro* which the one retreats and the othet 


Em: HO 
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d from their cars the braveſt chiefs are kill'd; 

ad rage, and death, and carnape, load the field. 
Now ſtorms the victor at the Trojan wall; * 

ey the tow'rs, and meditates their fall. 

t Jove deſcending ſhook th Man hills, 

xd down' their ſummits pour'd a hundred rills: 

* unkindled lightning in his hand he took, 

d thus the many- colour d maid beſpoke. 

ru, with haſte thy golden wings diſplay, 

hile Agamemmon waſtes the ranks around, 

phts in the front, and bathes with blood the ground, 
| him give way; but iſſue forth commands, 

| truſt the war to leſs important hands: 

.241, Iris with haſte thy gilden wings diſplay. ] is evident 
ſome ſuch contrivance as this was ; the Trojans, we 
a from the beginning of this book, were to be victorious this 
; but if Japiter had not now interpos'd, they had been driven 


within the walls of Troy, By this means alſo the Poet con- 
both for the hogbur of Hector, and that of Agamemnon. Aga- 


no diſgrace to Hector not to encounter him when Japiter in- 


end- oc. 

I dine obſerves, that the Poet gives us here 2 sketch of what 
_ vn out at large in the ſtory of this whole book: This he 
night WS to raiſe the curiolity of the reader, and make him impatient 
a - thoſe great actions which muſt be p d before 4. 
e ede, and Hector be Viktorious, 5 


8 A - * 43; 1 


* 
- 
% * , 
- 


LI 


n has time enough to ſhew che greatnefs of his valour, and - 


200 Fights in the front, and bathes with blood the grov 
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But when, or wounded by the ſpear, or dart. 

That chief ſball mount his chariot, and depart: _ 

Then Jove ſhall ſtring his arm, and fire his breaſt, 
250 Then to her ſhips ſhall flying Greece be preſs d, 
| Till to the main the burning ſun deſcend, . 


12 
And ſacred night her awful ſhade exten. V 

He ſpoke, and Iris at his word obey'd; 
On wings of winds deſcends the various maid. Ky 
255 The chief ſhe found amidſt the ranks: of war, 1 
Cloſe to the bulwarks, on his glitt ring car. a K 


The Goddeſs then: O ſon of Friam hear! 
From Jove I come, and his high mandate bear. 101 
While Agamemnon waſtes the ranks around, 


Abſtain from fight; yet iſſue forth commands, 
And truſt the war to leſs important hands. 
But when; or wounded by the ſpear, or dart, 
The chief ſhall mount his chariot, and depart ; — 
265 Then Jore ſhall firing thy arm, and fire thy. brea, . 


Then to her ſhips ſhall flying Greece be preſt, mus 
Till to the main the burning ſun deſcend, 3 
And facred night ler awful ſhade ertend. e 
© She ſad, and vaniſſr d: Hache, with a Hound, Ir 


270 Springs from his chariot on the trembling ground, hiſlor 


evives their ardour, turns their ſteps from flight, 
pd wakes anew the dying flames of fight. 

ey ſtand to arms: the Greets their onſet dare, 
ondenſe their pow'rs, and wait the coming war. 


d learn from him, n or to die. 


bo fed him firſt, and by his proweſs fell? 
be great Iphidamas, the bold and young: 
om ſage Aurenor and Theano ſprung; 

| 1 | Whom 
. 281. Te ſacred nine] Thie Poet, co win the attention of the 
ler, and ſeeming himſelf to be ſtruck with the exploits of A» 
amm while 5. recites them, (who when the battef was re- 
dled, ruſhes out to engage his enemies) invokes not one muſe, 
e lid in the beginning of the poem, bur as if he intended to 
n us that he was about to relate ſomething ſurprizing, he in- 
es the whole nine; and then as if he had received their inſpi- 
on, goes on to deliver what they ſuggeſted to him. By means 
tis poſtrophe, the imagination of the reader is ſo fill'd, that 
lems not only preſent, but active in the ſcene to which che 
of the Poet has tranſported him. Eaſlathius. 

283. Iphidamas, *the bold and yorne.] Homer here gives us 
hiſtory of this © Tphidamas, his 2 the place of his 
% and many circumſtances of his a This he 
does 

} 
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| chnging ams: he graſps in cicher hd 0 


ew force, new. {ſpirit to each breaſt returus: + 
he hight renew d with fler cer fury burns: 2 211 


Ye facred nine, celeſtial Muſes! tell. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
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285 Whom from his youth his grandſire Cifſews bred, 
And nurs'd in Thrace where ſnowy flocks are fed, 
And early honour warm his gen'rous. breaſt, 

; When the kind fire conſign'd his daughters charnu 

260 (Theaxo's ſiſter) to his youthful arms. 7 

But call'd by glory to the wars of Dey, 

He leaves untaſted the firſt fruits of joy; 

From his loy'd bride departs with melting eyes, 
And ſwift to aid his dearer countrey flies. 

295 With twelve black ſhips he reach'd Percope's ſtrand, 
Thence took the long, laborious march by land. 
Now fierce for fame, before the ranks he ſprings, 
| Tow'ring in arms, and braves the King of Kings. 
brides firſt diſcharg d the miſſive {pears 

300 The Vojan ſtoop d, the jay lin paſs'd in air. 
Then near the corſelet, at the monarch's heart, 
With all his ſtrength the youth directs his dart: 
| does to diverſify his poetry, and to ſoften with ſome amiable 


belliſhments, the continual horrors that muſt of neceſſity ny 
imagination, in an uninterrupted narration of blood and {lauy 
Enftathtns. 

v. 290. Theano's fifter.) That the reader may not be ſix 
at the marriage of Tphidamas with his mother's ſiſter, it ma 
be amiſs to obſerve from Euſtathins, that conſanguinity un 
impediment in Greece in the days of Homer : nör is bien 


gular in dut kind of marriage, for Diamed was married wo hin 
ces well 28 he. | 
2 
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it the 1d belt, with plates Cen dend, 

« point rebated, and repell d the wound. dne 

cumber'd with the datt, Arrides ſtands, 

graſp'd with force, he wrench'd it from his hands. 

once, his weighty ſword diſcharg d a wound 

|| on his neck, that fell'd him to the ground. 

retch d in the duſt th* unhappy warrior lies, 

nd ſleep eternal ſeals his ſwimming eyes. 

h worthy better fate! oh early ſlain! 

hy countrey's friend ; and virtuous, tho jn vain! 

o more the youth ſhall join his conſort's fide, . 

t once a virgin, and at once a bride! -- -/'- |) 

o more with preſents her embraces meet, 

lay the ſpoils, of conquelt at her feet, | 

n whom his paſſion, laviſh of his ſtore, 

ſtow'd ſo much, and vainly promis'd more! 

nwept, uncovyer'd,: on the plain he lay, 

bile the proud victor bore his arms away. 

Coin, Antenor's eldeſt hope, was nigh: 

ears, at the ſight, came ſtarting from his eye, 

While pierc'd with at the much-lov'd m he 
view d. | 

id the pale features now „ deform'd with blood, 


4 


vor. III. 1 Then 
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3329 Then with his ſpear, unten, his time he took, 


Aim'd at the King, and near his elbow ftrook, eſs 
The thrilling, ſteel tranſpierc d the brawny part, 
And thro' his his arm ſtood forth the barbed dart. ad 1 
Surpriz d the Monarch feels, yet void of fear 8 

3500n Coin raſhes with his lifted ſpear 9 em 
His brother's corps the pious Trojan draws, hen 
And calls his countrey to aſſert his cauſe, Ind 
Defends him breathleſs on the ſanguine field, 
And oer the body ſpreads his ample ſhield. hace 

335 Aide, marking an unguarded part, + o 
Transfix'd the warrior with his brazen dart; 1 
Prone on his brother's bleeding breaft he lay, 
The Monarch's faulchion lopp'd his head away: ba 
The ſocial ſhades the ſame dark journey go, | 

340 And join each other in the realms below. ry 
| The vengeful victor rages round the fields, I 
With ev'ry weapon, art or fury yields: gate 
By the long lance, the ſword, or pond'rous ſtone, 


Whole ranks are broken, and whole troops o ertlrot 
345 This, while yet warm, diftild the purple flood; * 
Bur when the wound grew u with dotted don vg 
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ben grinding tortures his frong boſon vend, 2 

eſs keen thoſe darts the fierce yrlis ſend, - 2od dT DE 
he-pow'rs that cauſe the ming matic, 

ad mothers of unirtterable woes!) [3 cio bo 

g with the fimart, all Fanting with dhe paid, 

« mounts the car; and gives his hire" tie n? 21 

hen with a voice Which fury tade more ſtiong 8 : doe 
Ind pain augmented, thus extirts the throng. © oe 

O friends! O Greeks! aſſert your honours 36 _Þ, 

roceed, and finiſh what this arm begun. 1015 al Þ T 


2 wort 
0! angry Fove forbids your chief to | thay, + 
my To01 Occ 
d envies half the glories of the KV. Ky 1845 5 
. + 3£7 Tas} 200 bone 
Aid Wee 


v. 348. The fierce 3 Theſe | Re are the 

mer ſuppoſes to prefide over child-birth : he arms heir 

th a kind of inftrument; from Which a pointed dat N 

the diſtreſſed mother, as an arrow from a bow : fo that as , 

5 her torch; and Jupiter his Yhunider;” Hſe Goddeffes have ir 7 8 
ts which they ſheet imo omen, in tmvail. He SA chem che 
ghters of Jause, becauſe ſhe preſides over the marriage-bed. 
fathins. Here (Nys Dieter) we find the ſtyle of —_— 

re, which to expreſs a ſevere pain, uſually compares it to 
women in labour. Thus David, Path came pon them as 
m in travail; and Iſaiah, They ſhall grieve as a woman in tra- 
l; and all the Prophets are full of the üke expreſſions, 

v. 357. Lo! angry Jove forbids Jour chief to ftay.] e 

als upon the behaviour of Agnemen Agamennon in his ps 

mer deſcribes him as rack'd with almoſt intolert 

not complain of the anguiſh he ſuffers, but tat he 

retire from the fight. Fit 


8 2 | This 


* 


Ws |; 


365 No ſooner Hacker ſaw the King retir'd, 
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He faid ; the driver whirls his lengthful thong; 
360 The horſes fly ! the chariot ſmoaks along. 
Clouds from their noſtrils the fierce. courſers blow, 
And from their ſides the foam deſcends in ſnow; 
Shot thro? the battel in a moment's ſpace, 4 
The wounded Monarch at his tent they place; 


But thus his Trojans and his aids he fir d. 

Hear all ye Dardan, all ye Lycian race! 

Fam'd in cloſe fight, and dreadful face to face; 

Now call to mind your ancient trophies won, 
370 Your great forefather's virtues, and your own, 

Behold, the Gen'ral flies! deſerts his powr's! 

Lo Jove himſelf declares the conqueſt ours! 

Now on yon ranks impell your foaming ſteeds; Il... 


And, ſure of glory, dare immortal deeds. p 
375 With words like theſe the fiery chief alarms 

Hl fainting hoſt, and ery boſom warms. = I" 

As the bold hunter chears his hounds to tear _ 

The brindled lion, or the tusky bear, / Wir 

55 ge. 3 | Bu 


This indeed, as it prov'd his undaunted ſpirit, fo did it likew 


his. wiſdom; had he ſhew'd any unmanly dejeckion, it wf, at 
Have diſpirited the army; but his Tur makes them been... . 
hie wound leſs dangerous, and renders them npt Jo bighly oy... 
cert d for the abſence L 1 


Wia we 


— - — — — 
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Vith voice and hand provokes their doubting heart, 
id ſprings the foremoſt with his lifted dart: 
jo god-like Hedtor prompts his troops to dare; 
or prompts alone, but leads himſelf the war. 
)n the black body of the foes he pours :' a 
from the cloud's deep boſom, ſwelld with ſhow'rs» 
ſudden ſtorm the purple ocean ſweeps, 2 
drives the wild: waves, and toſſes all the deeps. 
dy, Muſe! when Fove the Trojans glory erown'd,. © © 
Neurath his arm what heroes bit the gromd? © 

| ind c: 2 23612 2020 aaege, 


v. 337. Say, Muſe. whe» Jove the Trojan's. glery crown'd,] Th 
det juſt before erde invocation ol ihe muſes, to Bog 
attentive to the great. exploits of ;Agamenmen. Here we have 
dne with regard to Hedor, but this laſt may perhaps be more eqſi- 
y accounted ſor than the other. For in that, after ſo ſolemn an 
vocation, we might reaſonably have expected wonders from the 
dero: whereas in reality he kills but one man before he himſelf is 
wounded ; and what he does afterwards ſeems to proceed from a 

tic valour, ariſing from the ſmart of the wound: we do not 
ind by the text that he kills one man, bur overthrows ſeveral in 
his fury, and then retreats: So that one would imagine he invoked 
ie muſes only to deſcribe! his retreat. | _ | | 
But upon a nearer view, we ſhall find that Homer ſhews a com- 
mendable partiality to his own countreymen and hero Agamen- 

be ſeems to detract from the greatneſs of Hedor's ations, 
dy alcribing them to Jupiter ; whereas Agamenmon, conquers by 
ie dint of bravery : and chat this is a juſt obſervation, will ap- 
pear by what follows. Thoſe Greeks that fall by the fword of Her- 
ter, he paſſes over as if they were all vulgar men: he-fays nothing 
of them but that they dy'd ; and only briefly mentions their 
mes, as if he eadeayour'd to conceal the overthrow af the Greeks, 
4 G 3 | Br 
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Aſſeus, Dolops, and Autonous dy d, 
390 Opf. next was added to their ſido,} | 

Then brave Hippozons fam'd in many a fight, 

Opheltius, Omis, ſunk to endleſs nig bt. 

A fymius, Agelaui i all chiefs of name 4d 3t 
The reſt were vulgar deaths, unknown. to fan. 
395 As when a weſtern whirlwind, charg'd with torn, 

Diſpels the gather'd clouds that n [3 err 
The guſt continu d, violent and ſtrong 
| Rolls fable clouds in heaps: on heaps ite 
Now to the skies the foaming billows rears, 
ones the ſurge, and wide the bottom bates. 
Thus raging Heth, with reſiſtleſs bands, 
Ofrturas, confounds, and ſeatters all their hands, 
Now the laſt ruin the: whole hoſt appalls; 
Now Cs bt . Page" 


But when he ſpeaks- of his favourite Lqomomon, be expatiue 
and dwells upon his actions; and ſhews. us, that thoſe that fell by 
his hand were all men of diſtinction, ſuch as were the ſons of 
Priam, of Autenor, and Antimachas. *Tis true, Heftor kill'd as mi- 
ny leaders of the Greeks as Agamemnon of the Trojans, and mort 
of. the common ſoldiers ; but by particularizing' the deaths of the 
chiefs of Ney, he fets the 'deeds of gameirmos in the Rrongel 
point of light, and by his filence in reſpe& to the leaders whom 
He&or ſlew, A tte oper 
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But wiſe Ulyſſes calbd Tydides forth, por hir ow! o + 
Jis foul rekindled. and awak'd his wort. 
And ſtand we. deedicſh, O eternal name 
Till He&or's arm involve the 9 vols boon? 
let us join, and cambat-fide by fide, - .* 
he warrior thus, and thus the friend reply d. 
No martial toil I ſhun, no danger fear 
Let Hector come. I Wait his fury here. 
But Fove with conqueſt erowns the Jujan train; 
And, Fove qur ſoe, all hutnan force is van. 
He ſigh d; but ſighing, rais d his yengeful ſtech. - 
And from his car the proud Nymbraus fell. 
Molon, the charioteer, purſu'd his Lord, 
His death ennobled by Hyſis ſõ %. 
There du den ki en enk 10 re 
Then A the thickeſt * bel. 


2 £ 


p 54 
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v. 405. — wies eng There in ne- 
thing inſtrudtive in thoſe which ſeem the moſt common paſſageg 

of Hamer, who by making the wiſe Ulyſſes direct the brave Dis. 
nd in all the enterprizes of the, laſt, boo maintaining 
the ſame conduct in this, intended to . th eo r * 
Pr rr Thus in the 
eighth book, when Diomed could ſcarce. be reſtrain'd by the th 

der of Jupiter, Neſtor is at hand to moderate his courage; end hi 
hero ſeems to have made à very good ule of thoſe ; 

his valout no longer runs out into raſhneſs : tho' he is too brave 


vckae 6 * 
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So two wild boars outſtrip the following hounds, | 
Then ſwift revert, and wounds return for wounds. 
Stern Hedor's conqueſts in the middle plain 
/ Stood check'd a while, and Greece reſpir'd again. 
425 The ſons of Merops ſhone amidſt the war _ 
Tow ring they rode in one refulgent car: 
In deep prophetic arts their father skill d, 
Had warn 'd his children from the Trojan field; 
Fate urg u them on; the father warn'd in vain 
430 They ruſh'd to fight, and periſh'd on the plain! 
Their breaſts no more the vital ſpirit warms; / 


The ſtern Tydides ſtrips their ſhining arms. 
Hypirochizs by great Ulyſſes die. 
And rich Hippodamus becomes his price. 


435 Great Fove from Ide with ſlaughter fills his ſight, 
And level hangs the doubtful ſcale of fight. 
By Tydeus lance Agaſtrophus was lain, 

The far-fam'd hero of Pæanian ſtrain ; | 
Wing'd with his fears, on foot he ſtroye to fly, 

440 His ſtceds too diſtant, and the foe too nich; 
Thro'? broken orders, ſwifter than the wind, 

He fled, but flying, left bis life behind. 
This Hector ſees, as his experienc'd eyes 
Traverſe the files, and to the reſſue flies; 

* | Shouts, 
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repidity 
old. us, | 
dea vo! 
derefore 
or 7 b 


. 
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touts, 25 he paſt, the cryſtal regions rend.: 

\nd moving armies on his march-attend, «1 © 7 
reat Diomed himſelf was 1 Keri 
nd thus beſpoke his brother of the wa. 
Mark how this way yon" bending ſquadrons a yr i 
he ſtorm rolls on, and Hetfor rules the field: 

ire ſtand his utmoſt, force=The warrior ſaid; 
wift at the word; his pond'rous-jav'lin fled; :.., 

or miſs d its aim, but where the plumage dane d, 
dd the ſmooth cone, and thence obliquely glanc d. 
afe in his beldn (the gift of Phobws hand: 
Fithout a wound the Trojan hero ſtands;,, Fx nog 
ut yet ſo ſtunn d, that e tht tak. YT 
s arm and knee his Tinking | bulk ſuſtain; 01 71 
Her his dim fight, the miſty yapours ric, * 


nd a ſhort darkneſs ſhades his ſwimming eyes. 


# &*% 4s 


1. 447. Great Divaied i el wid "fied With Feat] © Tere 
ms to be ſome difficulty, in words; this. brave; warrioty 
ho has frequently met A appt bartels and pn himſelf 
or the ſingle combat, is here ſaid to be ſeiz'd with feaꝶ at the ve- 
light of him: this may be thought not to agree with bis uſual 
thaviour, and to derogate from the general character of his in- 
repidity : but we muſt remember that Diomed himſelf has but juſt 
dad us, that Japiter fought againſt the Grecians, ; and that all the 
dearours of himſelf and Ulyſſes would be ih vain ; this | 
herefore of Diamed id fir from being diſhonourable ; it 16 
tor, but Jupiter of whom be is afraid. Enfaihins, 


G5 Tydides 


41 «9 * 
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Tydides followyd to regain dis lane P aſt a 
While Hector roſe; :recover'd- from the trance. ro ſei 
Remounts his car, and herds amidſt the crowd z. {Wrhe t 
The Greek purſues: him, and exults aloud. © it pi 
4 Once more thank Phebus for thy forfeit breath. rhe | 
Or thank that ſwiftneſs which outſtrips tHe death, 
Well by Apollo are thy pray'rs' repaid; | 
And oft that partial po- 'r has lent his aid. 
Thou ſhalt not long the death deſerv d wikittind, * 
470 If any God aſſiſt Tydides hand. 
Fly then, inglorious! but thy flight, this day, 
Whole hecatombs of Douſan ghoſts ſhall pay. 

Him, While he triuthph'd, Paris ey'd from far, 
© (The ſpouſe of Helen, tlie fair cauſe of war), 
475 Around the field his feather d ſhafts he ſent, 

Toes ancient La ruin'd monument; 

Behind the column plac'd, he bent his MO. 

And Wig 22. arrow EX noe 


. * . . 2 


v. K | thong e e 
reader in mind, that the battel fill continues near the tomb. 
Tixs : by a juſt obſervation of that, we may with pleaſure ſee 
various. turns of the fight, and how every oy OA 
W 


* 1 . a * 64 AN > 3O 
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Tuſt as he ſtocp d. Ae d creſtt +. 
he bow-ſtring'twang'd ; nor flow the ſhaft in vain, 
ut pierc'd his foot, and nail d it to the plain; 
The Laughing Trojan, avith a joyful ſpring 
aps front his ambuſh, and inſults the King. 
7 4x1 D0 107 on nods abt tits ole 


— 
% -© 
- 


. * o N * x 1 1 Yr +" 
2 * * * 


1 99. e ee * 
To ſeixe, and draw the corſeles. from his rea]: 4 


ne would think. that che Poet at ll rigies .endeayqur'd to 

ondemn the practice of ſtripping the dead, N the heat r 

don; he frequently deſcribes: the Gon woinded, while he is fd. , 

ngjr'd wlowe the bole of he th dos o the 
95 


e ſee Agamenmen, Diomed, Ulyſſe 

fer as they ſtrig che men they —— — 

rings in the wiſe Neſtor directly forbidding it. Za at bins 

v. 482, Bay pier his foot.]' It cannot but be 2 ſatisfactiom to 
he reader to ſee the Poet ſmitten with the love of his countrey, 
{ at all times conſulting its glory : this day was to de glotious 

o Troy, but Homer takes cara to remove 1 , 

raveſt Greeks from the field of battel, before the Trojans can 

ur: Thus Agawmrenion,' Diomed; and Uh midft Bleed beford 

de Poet can allow his to retreat. Euſtathins, >, 

v. 483. The langhing Trojan. ] Enftathins is AND chat He- 
 incended to. Geprine in this place the unwarlibe eser ut 

ni: ſuch an effeminate laugh and geſture is unbecoming a brave 

arior, but agrees very well with the character of Paris : nor do- 

remember that in the whole Ihad any one perſon is deſcribd in 
ich an indecent tranſport, tho? v 2 much more glorious ct 

cceſsful- aftibg, He conclades his ludicrous ub 
ſtance very much to the honour of Diomed,” and very miic| 

o the di advantage of his own character, for he reveals to an . 

be fears of. Troy, and compares the Greeks to lions, and the The 
* 6 jens 


176 HOMER. IL LI D. BooxX 


485% He bleeds! (he Sab God-has ſped my dart 
Would the: fame God had fixt it in his heart 
So Toy reliev d from that wide-waſting hand, 
Shall breathe from ſlaughter, and in combat ſtand, 
' Whaſe ſons now tremble at his darted ſpear, | 
590 As ſeatter d lambs the ruſning lion fear. 
He, dauntleſs, thus: Thou conqu'ror of the fair, 
Thou woman- warrior with the curling hair; 
Vain archer! truſting to the diſtant dart, 
Unskill'd in arms to act a' manly part! 
595 Thou haſt but done what boys or women can; 
Nor boaſt. the ſcratch thy fecble arrow gave, 
A coward's weapon never hurts the brave. 
Not ſo this dart, which, thou may'ſt-one day feel; 
500 Fate wings its flight, and death is on the ſteel, 
Where this but lights, ſome noble life expires, 
its touch makes orphans, bathes the checks of fires, 
Steeps earth in purple, gluts the birds of air, 
And leaves ſuch objeſts as d the att. 


ans to ſheep. es gt il he ae 
and leſſens the wound he receiv'd, and in the midſt of bis pain 
would not gratify his enemy with the little joy he might give hin 
en | 1 


Uſe 
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ut; Ulyſes haſtens with-a trembling heart, ade II 9 
Before him ſteps,” and bending draws the dart: = 


Forth flows che bu, et o 

Tydides mounts, and to the navy ſpeeds. 0 
Now;on the field Ces ſtands alone, £43 + 9.2 

The Greeks: all fled. the'Trojans pouring on: 1 | 

But ſtands collected in himſelf and whole. | 

And queſtions thus his o unconquer d ſoul. det 
What farther ſubterfug, what, hopes zeman ; 

What ſhame, inglorious if I quit the plain? 

What danger, ingly, if I Rand. the ground, NUN. 

My friends all ſcatter d, all the foes around; | 

Yer wherefore doubtful? let this truth ſuffices nge 


The brave meets danger, and the coward fies: 
To die, or conquer, proves a hero's heart; 
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il knowing (hs I anal 
Such thoughts in his careful breaſt, | 
. 


1 * ** 


LL the l ns wks id | 


Near, and more ; Nears the ſhady cohorts pets 8 
f ruht Mot ms © 20 


. den Lc: This ig 2 
paſage which very much ſtrikes me: we have here a brave hero 
making a noble foliloquy, or rather calling 'a council within him- 
E N tis impoſſible for 
e reader tot 09. be in pain for ſo gallant a man in ſuch an im- 
nt danger; he muſt be impatient for che event, and his: whole 
— muſt be awaken'd till he knows the fare of en who 
nee 210 301361 Ui 


oP 4 «4 4 * by 
Theſe, 


„ / a 


Theſe, in the warrior, their ovrn fate inelaſe: 
And round him deep the ſtecly circle. grows. 9700 
525 So fares a boar, whom all the troop ſurrounds 
Of ſhouting huntſmen and of :clara'rous bound 
He grinds. his iv'ry tusks;. he foams with ire; 
By theſe, by thaſe, on ew ry part is plydʒ 
730 And the red {laughter ſpreads/ on ev ry Ide. 
|, Pierc'd thro! the ſhoulder, firſt Deiogi fel, 
Next Emamus and Theon ſunk to hell,; 
Cherſidamas, beneath the nal thruſt «> | 
Full prone to earth; amd prafps mY | 
535 Charops, the ſon of Hipp, wis heit: m7 
Uſes reach d Hm with the fatal far: 1 
But to his aid his brother Sci flies. 
Socus, the brave, the gen tous, Hd the ts 
Near as he drew, 3 71k O& racgvach £543 


FO! 


the warrior thus be 

_—_ YE Uſes — 2 20. — a SIN Das 41 
; Si GE ed; wed db — 
Than worn to toils, and active in the fight! 
This day two brothers ſhall thy conqueſt grace, 
And end at once the great Hippaſian race, tan 


545 Or thou beneath this lance muſt preſs the fielda=on | 


He ſaid, and forceful pierc'd his ſpacious ſhield ; 


54.9 


"hro 


— 
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Thro' the firong braſh the ringing jarelio thrown, . 

Plow'd half his ſide, and bar d it to the banee 

by Palla, care, the ſpear, tho deep infxr d. 12 7 
Minn cant Es i 
The wound not mortal wiſe-Ulyſfes knew, ' 

Then furious thus (bur firſt @me ſteps: withdrew)! | 

Unhappy man! whoſe death our hands ſhall grace?” | 7 

Fate calls: thee hence} and-finiſt?d-ivthy race: 

No longer check my conqueſts on the foe; * 

But pierod by this, to endleſs darknefs go 

And add one ſpectre to the realms below + - 

: | Dod lion whiter on = at cb AT 


17 


ws Het Bed; 365 HY} idle i, wa © 
v. A. By Pallas" care It © x juſt —— Wy there is: 
no moral þ evident) or ſo-conſthntly carry'd- on throagh 'the Hiads. 
a the neceſſity mankind at all times has of divine aſſiſtance. No- 
thing is perform'd with ſucceſs, without particular mention of 
this ; Hector is not ſay'd op x: the. vids holy ERS 
without Minerua. Homer is peat, toe ping the 
pf God in all events, and alcribi au vidories, 
riumphs, rewards, or puniſhmenes of men. 
fu! be laid down. ag. the. gnrrance. of his Tha 6 pot 
ad The il of Ol pr Fe & 0s the, Wy Whoa yarn 


with a moſt remarkable care and into the mouth 
of his greateſt and. wiſeſt eg on 2 . 
Hemer generally makes wrend on each heros 


S 
* theſe in ſucceeding times were called Damm or Genu, who 
5 they thought) were given, to men ac the hour of their birth, 
2 lirefted che whole Su their lives. See Cebes's: Tablet. 
D 
e een e, Lan ö Ix 


* 


560 Between his ſhoulders pierc'd the following dart, 
And held its paſſage thro? the panting heart. 


565 Fam'd ſon of Happaſm ! there preſs the plain 


Ho But hungry birds ſhall tear thoſe balls away, 


* 


inſults. Were it otherwiſe, Homer deſerves not to be cenſured fu 


16 HOME RN ILIA D. BookXl 


He ſpoke, while Sous ſeir d with ſudden fright, 
Trembling gave way, and turn d his back to flight, 


Wide in his breaſt appear d the griſly wound; 
He falls; his armour rings againſt the ground; 
Then thus Ulyſſes, gazing on the ſlain. 


There ends thy narrow ſpan aſſign d by fate, 
Heav'n owes Ulyſſes yet a longer date. b 
Ah wretch! no father ſhall thy corps compoſe, 
Thy dying eyes no tender mother cloſe, 


And boy ring vultures {cream around their prey. — | 


v. 565. Fan'd ſen of Hippaſus.] Homer has been blam'd bf 
ſome late cenſurers for making his heroes addreſs'difcourſes to ti 
dead. Dacier replies, chat Paſſion dictates theſe ſpeeches, and i 
is generally to the dying, not to the dead, that they are addreſs'l, 
However, one may ſay, that they are often rather reflections, tha 


feigning what hiſtories have teporred as truth. We find in Pl. 
tarch that Mark Anthony upon fight of the dead body of Brain, 
ſtopp'd and reproach'd him with the death of his brother Can 
whom Dratus had kill'd in Macedonia in revenge for the murder 
of Cicero, I muſt confeſs I am not altogether pleas'd with de 
railleries he ſometimes uſes to a vanquiſh'd warrior; Which it: 
humanities if ſpoken to the dying, would I thank be yet warf 
than after they were dead. en 

v. $71. And hou ring vultures ſirtam around their prey.] Ti 
is not literally tranſlated, what the Poet ſays gives * 

| | 4 


"eq of 
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ich ſolemn fun rals and; a laſting mb. 


e writhes his body, and æxtracts the dart. & 1991 Bu. 
he dart a tide. of ſpouting gore purſu d. 
xd gladden'd Dey with fight of haſile bend 10 
ow troops on troops the fainting chief invade,.. 1 
rd he recedes, and loudly, calls for ad. and 142 
rice to its pitch kis lofiy yoigs de cn (1 
he well: eee 
umd. to gen Mienen le G lll. 
jo fares his labours, and defends his id... 

friend! Uipſer) ſhouts-invades my ear; . 2 211 


le itreſs'd he fremn= and nd aſſiſtance nean: 
dh Sv adi rio zd 2.“ i es Aut o 
. Hanne imaginable ot the wle in be a8 of tearing theks 
% i their bills : They beat the body with their wings as. 
1 bend ity which is a very natural circumſtznce, bur ſcarce paſ- 
* le to be copy'd by a tranllator wi Are, . 
PY Ws Me. Greece honoxr whey I meet my. dem, With ſo- 
„ may ſee. from ic page e 
10 cure paid wp e of the . ens den n 
* ges: This poſthumous honour: was Paid, a5 8 acknow- 
WW rw it that the perſon deceas'd had deſery'd well of his counnry, 
1 it x conſequently, an incitement to che Iiving to imitate his 


tions: In this view there is no man but would be ambitious o 
A AG Ann 


4.0 mer. 
Thif Ke. : 4 & #4 * T9484 4 


* . * 
Then raging with intolerable. ſmart .. 
1 9 "=" 4 - * t *— „ 14 40 * - 2278 bg 
- 
* — , k 


27 
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strong as be is is; yet; one oppobd to al, 
Oppreſs d by multitudes, che belt may fell? 
Greece, robb d of Him, aber l e, 
And feel a loſi not ages chu repüir:- 
5590 Then, where the V dect, cn ba 
Great Ajax, like the God of wat, attends, 
The prudent chief in fore diſtreſs" they found,” 
With bands of furious Thjani"compals't rund. 
A, when ſorhe hiintfunianwith 4 flying Per, 
$95 From the blind thicket wounds 4 fatcly deer; | 
Down his cleft fide while Sl Sloane)” Wo {ro 
He bounds aloft, and ſouds from hills to hills: = = 
Wild mountain-wolves the fainting beaſt ſurround: 
600 Juſt as their jaws his proſtrate limbs invade, 
The lion i thro the woodland ſhade, - 


/ 


v. 591. Si + Ajax, Bite ihe: Got of Wien aner Titan 
wh ptr; many occaſions is very beautiful in Homer; but | 
ſin Hz, who ty » gig raph r 
d than ro pe: The preſent neceflity of Ulyſſes requiir'd ſud 
behaviour, for the left delay form ys 1% Kh: Ai 
+, therefore com plying boch wich own jacke gene, 4nd the 
gent condition of Uliſes, makes reply to Menelags, but imm 
V rand hot 'The reader will obſerve bow jul 
e Poet maintains this character of Ajax ghout the whot 
Mad, why is often filent' when he has an opportunity co ff 
and when he ſpeaks, 'ris like a ſoldier, with a martial air; and 
1 Exnſtathins. 


= * 
. 22 2 


LEY 


- 


— 


* 
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e wolves, tha! hungry, ſcour aged ** r 

he lordly ſavage: vindicates his prer. 

ſe; thus, unconquer'd by. his pains, on iT 

lingle warrior, half an boſt ſuſtains: 1 telt 

Gon 26, ent Shes bs IAEA.» 

. card croml fy ightl ee he . 

a arm the ſinking hero ſtays, At ett 

nd ſav'd from numbers, to bis car conveys. 

Victorious Afar plies tha routed row 4: +) |) 

ad firſt Doryclus, ams fon, he ſlec— 1 | 

id lays Ly/ander bleeding on the ground. 

when a torrent, ſwell'd with wintry rains; 

urs from the mountains o'er the delug'd plains, 
pines and Saks, from their foundations torn, 

country's ruins! to the ſens ave bern: 2: 

ne gie thus e eins the Jeng throng. 8 
en, ſteeds, and chariots, roll in heaps along. | 

But Hector, from this fene of flaughter fur. 

When the eee 2. 

goals proclaitni his progreſs thro? the plain, 2 

eee r 
re Nefior and - Idormenews oppole 

ESC thr the but! , 


* 

* * 919 y þ# 

e ene 20 

* * _— . 
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There fierce on foot, or from the chariot's height, | 
His Wee eee 
The ſpouſe of Helen dealing darts around, 
Had pierc'd Machaon with a diſtant wound: 
630 tn his right ſhoulder the broad be pere, 


if 


And trembling Greece for her Phyſician fear'd. 

To Neftor then Idomeneus begun; | a 
Glory of Greece, old Neleus ' valiant ſon! 1 1&7 J 

2 5, 44-4 fore 

Aſcend thy chariot, haſte with ſpeed-away; ” a: 

635 And great Machaon to the ſtps eon,ꝰ. e 

A wiſe Phyſician, skill'd our wounds to heal, ka 

Is more. than armies to the publick well. * 


od . o . 7 
* . * - » £ * - * 1 * . > 
CLI JA Coil 4 IJ VITR 44d II $Þe © 

* 


b uleb cs mn 
here | 

v. 63 4 Pe I e yer Gawd 6 
CO FELT The up had Een fovena [of the 
velt of their heroes —̃ werk not fo, njueh, Gigi 
them all, as they were at the ſingle danger . . Bu 
perſon whom he calls a Phyfician ſeems rather to be a Surg! 
The curfing out of arrows, and applying anodynes being che lier, 
vince of the latter: However (as Enftathins ſays) we muſt ice 
— — -a Phyfician — ching 
e two prof, were practiſed by one ; WM W: 
It is reaſonable to think, from the frequency of their wan, ing t 
the profeſſion in thoſe days was chiefly chirurgical : Celſns lays es 4 
preſſly chat the Dietetic was long after invented ;- but that B 
was in great eſteem and practice, appears from the fiories of ps erro 
the Gravis We often find mention amgpg the moſt ang en 
writers, of women eminent in that art; as of {yamede in WP &c. 
very book, v. 876. who is faid (like Solomon). ta have known f 
vizrues of every plant that grew on the euch, and of Pohds 


2 the fourth book of the Odyſſeis, v. 227, &. 
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he wounded offspring of the healing Gd. 
e lends the laſh; the ſteeds with ſounding feet 5 
ake the dry field, and thunder tow'rd. the fleet. 
But now Cebriones, from Hectors car,. 
ey d the various fortune of the war. 

hile here (he cry d) the flying Greeks are ſlain; 
jan; on Trojans yonder load the plain. 
fore great Ajax, ſee the mingled throng 
men and chariots driy'n in heaps along! 
know him well diſtinguiſh'd o'er the field _ 
te broad glitt ring of the &v'nfold ſhield. 
liter, O Heddor, thither urge thy ſteeds ; 

dee danger calls, and there the combat bleeds, " 
tee horſe and foot in mingled deaths unite, - 


FFF 
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nn CIs s 


he g 

it a mice e His methods of extracting of arrows, 

nd t 1g of blood by the bitter root, fomenting of wounds with 
um water, applying proper bandages and remedies” ate ull ae- 

ing to the true precepts of art. There are like wiſe ſeveral 

ges in his wor e 

: 5 even of qualities which ate commonly 

of 


p erroneouſly ). aſcribed ro chem, as of the 2 
ntments, * . which cauſes r 


N o 


&E 


2 


2 
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Thus having ſpoke, the driver's lich reſounds; 
655 Swift thro the ranks the rapid chariot bounds; 
Stung by the ſtroke, the courſers ſcour the fields, 
5 Oer heaps of carcaſſes, and hills of ſhields. 
The horſes hoofs ate bath' in heroes gore, 01 
And daſhing, purple all the car before, iS: 
660 The groating axle fable drops diftills, 
And mangled carnage clogs the rapid wheels, 
Here Hecker plunging thro the thickeſt fight, 
Broke the dark Phalanx, and let in the light: % 
(By the long lance, the ſword, or pond'rons ſtone, 


$090! 


onft 


665 The ranks le fetter d. and the troops o'erthrown) Mfg 
Ajax he ſhuns, thro? all the dire debate, ws 
And fears that atm, whoſe force he felt ſo late. 
But partial Fove eſpouſing He's part, Winx 
Shot herv'n- bred horror thro? the Gs heart; 2 

compa 


4 
. 
: * 7 . - * — 7 - 


v. 668, e fore hc The et Minter tn i 
ing off Ajax with decency is admirable : He makes He#or ut 
88 him; Ne rings down Jags hinmſelf l 
he retreats not from a mortal, but from à God. it the + 

This whole 15 iniminbly jult and beautiful : we fee A 
drawa in the molt hald and | frong, Gurs, aud in @ manner th 


— — 


in the deſtription. We ſee hi jp wh and fullenly Yetreatt 


two armies, and even with 2 Dok fepulſe the ane, and proce arif 
other: There is not one line but what reſembles Ajax ; the c we 1 
rafter of a ſtubborn but undaunted warrior is perfectiy aint pal 
aud muſt firike the reader at the firſt view. He compares Þ Poet 


4 


e Un 
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nfus'd, unner /d in Hedfor's preſence grown. 
maz'd he ſtood, with terror not his o mm. 


co 


* 


"A, | 3 . 


tothe Lion for! his undedintednbſein. Sion {tee ame 
5 for his ſtubborn. Covenels in recreating; tho? in the latter co 
riſon there are many other points of likeneſs that enliven the 
maze : The havock he makes in the field Ts by the 
ring and trampling down the harveſts ; and we Tee the bulks ; 
rengrh, and obſtinacy of the hero, when the TFejans in reſpect to 
m are compared but to troops of boys that impotenitly endeavour 
drive him aways * 
fi i lent e wn dran ich tre bem rr 
zinſt this laſt ſimiles for a pretended want of e 
dne is conꝰãcHen to mie this they are all of a later date 
would not hade fat d to have vindicated his favourite Poer in — 
We e eee 
teſt of 
But Keel Dader has Lone it very well in his remarks upon 
rifotle, « In the time of 2 (fays that author) an 8 2 was 
not in ſuch circumſtances of co ras in ours: The name of 
that animal was not then convert Into a term of reproach, 
but it was a beaſt upon hich Kings and Princes might be feen 
vith dignity. ' And it WI not be very Jifertet to ridicule this 
compariſon, which He holy ſeriptitre has put Into the mouth 
of Jacob, who Tays in the bene$iFion' of his children, Ifſachar 
ſhall be as a flrong Aſs.” lr & & 2h wi i 
int, and excuſes Hamer for his choice of this animal, but is un- 
ily diſpuſted at the cirtiimſtance of the bogr, and the obſtinate 
nan of the Ald, which he Tays dre images too mean to repte- 
it the determinid valdur of Hax hat Ts js ag 
is amfwver'd by Madam Hader, "that What Homer adn re 
dot the gluttony, Bit" che Putieflce, the vbRtinaty, fd | 
the ifs (46 Put arhivs hall Befete Oblery'd?) To Jag right 2 Fe 
mMpariſons, We are not to amine Fr the fillje®t 
we defiPU be great or Title, noble or fam N 


= inopally to coder if the image produce · d de 1 
5 bi 


n' 


1 


r 1 


r 1 


notes on 
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| ie glaring round, nn been, 


nne 8 A com 
of boys whipping a top is very e 


yet Virgil has not ſcrupled to draw from it a ſimil 
be n Fb HH Wen Wr N 


Cen quondam S 0 Then 

Dem pmeri magno in gyro Vactua atria circum 80 tu 

Intenti lado exercent ; ille actas habena 

 Gmroatis fertar ſpatits : ſimpet inſcia — While 
'— Imppnbeſque mans, mirata volubile bam = As 
** Den me Nec. 1 1 En. lid} 


However, upon the whole, a tranſlator PPT I LIE 
of the age in which he lives, as hot to make too great 4-cor 
ment to a former; and this induced me 3 
the word ſs in the tranſlation. I believe the reader wll oh 
me, if on this occaſion I tranſcribe a paſſage from Mr. 


There is nothing (ſays he) that more diſgraces ac 
« than the uſe of mean and vulgar words.; inſomuch ＋ 


« rally ſpeaking) a mean thought expreſs'd in noble terms, is n in Jon 
* tolerable, than à noble thought exprels'd in mean ones.” ui 
* reaſon whereof js, that all cke world are mot capable uf Who 
r but -there's -ſcatce H Tn 
% man who cannot, eſpecially. in ing language, .perceme angu, 
« leaſt meanneſs of words. n 1 happe 
« free from this vice: CE EG on the moſt y ber d 
« of all the Greek Hiſtorians, of this defect; and Livy, Sali, de w. 
Virgil have not eſcaped, the ſame cenſure, Is it not then t Cemal 
& ſurprizing that: no reproach on this. account has. been Hebre 
« caſt upan Hamer + though be has compos'd two poems 6 bcent 
more voluminous ar ol a and 2 er 


« of little particularities 
'« not noble, or if be 
is with ſo much art 
« | 1 


Book XI. HOMER: FL 17 1e 


Thus the grit han kö reh nta. e e 
Beſer with watchful dogs, and Mouting "Ping, * $912 208 
Repuls'd by numbers form" the tightly A Pd r 


f 
* 


0 ng e e eee 8 
ng ſtands the "how'ring darts, ind iniffile fires 4 

Then ſow'rly Now tf indignant beaſt retires, | . 
$0 turn d tern Aux, by whole Bolt repel, e 
While his Cool beart at er- W ftep febelfu. | 
ee wi Wa wn" 74% 


fine wid lf by e 1 


< Ag eil 131 vil * vw 


* 


become noble and Hatwibiiious. Ry tarts = 
any cauſe jo charge him with this faults Lamgiba had ſpared him 
no more than Herodotys, We may learn from hence the ig 
« rance of thoſe modern critics) who reſolving 1s judge of the 


Greek withour and S 
in low and! oa r — 8 


ns ke Fuer unf; and -ridivulouſly — i 
. —— 


— — eye Boteag 
happen that à word which is very noble in Greek, cannot be ren- | 
3 is very mean. Thu 
the word affe 4 in, are che vileſt imma \ 

ginable, but tha ods Le OY Greck and 
Ei 

bcent occaſions, In like manner the terms of a 4 and . 
. —— — — S * 
to them in Greg. Greek, eylaqras And du are . 

nious : and Ing, who n 2 

' Bacolica, would hate dern ah I to: 
te Di en N 


vor. III. H 


Tho 


— — — 
— 


— — — — 
* 


695 And threats his followers with retorted eye. 


wol weer er. quick ou the phi, 
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Tho round his ſides a Wooden tempeſt an. 217 an 
685 Crops th tall hirve, and lays waſte the plainz, | 
Thick on his hide the hollow blows reſound, : | 1 
* The patient animal maintains his ground, net ol 
Scatce from the field with all their efforts chay'd, | 
And firs but ſlowly when be fürs at kl. 
690On Ajax thus a weight. of Trojans hung. 
The ſtrokes redoubled on his buckler rung; " 
 Confiding now in bulky ſtrength he ſtands, | Tt 
Now turns, and backward bears the yielding bands: | 
Now ſtiff recedes, yet hardly ſeems to fly, 


Fix'd as the br berween eg pow, 
While hiſſing darts deſcend in iron mentis 

In kis broad Re > RO Es 

Its ſurface briſtled with a quiv'ring wood | 


But bald Le tie aid imports. a a 53 | 
And dauntleſs Thrings' beneath a cloud, of 46] 
| . ny af ry heme eee 
* From bi# wen ber the red furtrat hend, 
And his ack knees cn their dying . 


8934 1. III . 
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he victor ruſhing! to delpoil the dead,” b 1 74a F cu 
rom Paris? bow a vengeful arrow fled. fl bevy: o 

ix'd in his nervous thigh the weapon ſtobd, bre 7% ot 

ind was the point, but broken wes the eee 17 
ack to the lines the wounded ob revird,” 12A 
et thus, retreating, his aſſociates fir d. ft 
What Gad, O Grecians ! has ybur heart dune 
Dh, turn to arms; tis Har claims your aid. 

his hour he ſtands the mark of hoſtile; rage, 

nd this the laſt brave battel he ſhall wage: 

_ _=_ Er geek“ b wit oy 


$a 


— + 8 © 158-12 -- % 


1. 712. Bai ta the pp ep rag We ſee 
e Umoſt all the chiefs of the Grecian army withdrawn: Neſtor 
nd Ulyſſes, the two great counſellors ; Agamenmonss Dime and 
«721lins, the braveſt warriors ; all retreated : So that now in this 
e the (vii there, was occaſion for the Peet'to'bpen' a 
7 ſcene of action, or elſe the Trojans had been victorious, and 
e Grecians driven from the ſhores of Troy. To ſhew the diſtreſs 
the Greeks at this period, from which the poem takes a new 
im. cwill be convenient .o caſt a view on the" poſture of their 
urs: All human aid is cut off by the wounds of their heroes, 
dd all aſſiſtance from the Gods forbid by Jupiter : Whereas the 
ans ſee their general at their head, and Jupiter himſelf fights 
u their fide, Upon this hinge turns the whole poem; the diſtreſs _ 
if the Greeks occaſions firſt the aſſiſtance of Porree, und then the | 
leath. of that - hero'draws on the return of - Achilles, It is with 
reat art that the Poet conduQts all theſe incidents: He lets Achilles * 
are che pleaſure of ering dar de Gran, welt de Bafer M yo | 
on the war. without his afiftance- * „ 
ke great cataſtrophe of the poem. Eqftathins, | | 


1 ESE IS Ha 


% 


, TT. — re — RT 0+. 
— 


730 That hour, Abillu om. the topmoſt height niof 4 
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720 Thus urg'd the chief; a gen'rous troop ph 
Who ſpread their bucklers, and advance their {pears, | 
To guard their wounded friend: While thus they ſhul 

— With pious care, great ax joins the band: 

Eich takes new courage at the hero's ſigbe! , 

725 The hero rallies, and regews the fight. 

| His courſers ioep'd/in west, and uind with gore, | 
The Greeks proſorver, griat Mechaon bare. 


Of his proud flert, 9'calook'd the fields of fight 3 - © 
His Guited ayes ahold eee 11 = 
The Grecian rout, the laying, and the fin. 
His doiend eee eee from the M © 
735 A traubient pity touch his vengeful beaſt, 


* 


Machaon, &c.] It may be ask d * 


=. TY 


TE ERESE +4 


K © 
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een x 9) 
Graceful as Mary, Parrockes quits bis tent, 
fn evil hour Then fate'deereed his dom: | 

And fix d the date of all his woes to come) 

Why. calls my friend ? ay lev kde bs: | 
0 firſt of friends 1 (Pelides thus reply d} © 
Still at my heart, and ever at my ſide! 
The time is eomme;" when you” defpairing hö 
Shall learn the value of the man they Toft: 
oe ee eee eee eee e 
eee, f 


a£ irg 5 113 N 75 
thaon is he qaly 
er 


end ring the vr 


but fram a defire of revenge upon the His jury 
bor the death of his friends oe rp pt | 


of Agamemnon ; and as he ſeparated from the army in rige, 
er — 
0 J 


EE 


2 : 


- 
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Go now to Neſtar, and from lim be tauglt 

| What wounded, warrior late his chariot brought? c 

750 For ſeen at diſtance, and but ſeen behind. 

His form recall d Machqon to my mind: 
Nor. could I, thro? yon? cloud; agen hn Hes 
The courſers paſt. me with ſa Gvift a. pace. 

| The hero ſad. His friend obey d with babe 

755 Thro intermingled ſhips and. tents he paſt: 
The ih ding fo hes ch Gs, 
The panting, ſteeds Ewrymedan unbound. 

The warrior's ſtanding on the 3 10 1 On 
To dry their ſweat, and waſh away the gore, - 1 
A1 
W] 


: 769 Here paus'd a, moment, while the gentle gale 
"Convey'd that freſhrieſs che cool ſkis extille;”* 
"Then to conſult on fother methoJe wene;” 1 A 4 


And took their ſeats beneath the ſhady teat. | * 
The draught preſcrib'd, fair Hecamede prepares, , wh 

, 10 obſ 

dee. er Fes Baerns tairs:_ of 
aA ſp 

| N Ki 
5. 763. And tek FOE Fs hencath IT * "3" fe 
dere .ſteals away the reader from the battel, and relieves bim h toy 
the deſcription of Neftor's entertainment. I hope to be pardon, far 
ſor having more than once repeated this obſervation, which er =” 
. 227 gre 
duct, che frequency and length of his batte ls might fatigue fon 
reader, ene nne mo 
.& blood, Feſt? dent. 1 | (<8 4, Hom gre: 


ks 7 - P 4 42 8 v3 12 
\ al | JA ds Bind 6t* £L*% + h 
9 9 | 4-S * 4 . 1 * - A ( 
N F | 


C+) | 2 
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(Whom to his aged arms, aroyal ſlave, ' 
Greece, as the prize of Novi wiſlom, gare) 
A table firſt with azure feet ſhe plac'd 5, ., 
Whoſe ample orb a brazen charger grac'd: 
oHoney new-preſs'd, the facred flow'r of wheat, . 
OO LOT, 

Next her white hand an OT I 


A goblet ſacred to the ylian, Kings, * 
From eldeſt times: te een ef pid, 


\;Two feet ſupport it, and four handles- bod, 


on bright bade beading ve th brink, 12 
In ſculptur d: gold, toro turtles ſeem to drink: 
e eee 


Wh he WE Net entre 
Temper d 

v. 773. ee he, e 3 J There are ſome 

who can find out a myſtery in the plaineſt chings; they can ſee 

what the author never meant, and explain him into the greatelt 

obſcurities. Eaſfathias here gives us à very extraordinary inflance 

of this nature: The bowl by an allegory the World; the 

ſpherical form of it repreſents jts_roundneſs.;. the Greek. werd, 
which ſignifies the Doves, being ſpell'd almoſt like the Pleiades, ig 

ſid to mean that conſtellation ; and becauſe the Poet tells us the 

bowl was ſtudded with gad; thoſe ſtuds muſt needs imply the 

ſtars. 

end The le d, ab h bien} There has ever- den 8 

great diſpute about this paſſage ; nor is it apparent for what rear 

ſan the Poet ſhould tell us that Neſor, even in his old age, could 

more eaſily lift this bowl than any other man. This bas drawn a 

great deal of taillery upon the old man, as if he had learn d to lift 


* 


. 


Iiir 


E 


* 


it by, frequent uſe ; an infinuation that Neſtor was no enemy to- 
| H 4 wine. 


780 Temper'd in this, the Nymph of form dirine 


8 — ſay'd on the ſer ide w refreſh himfelſ, and he now enten 
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Pours a large potion, of the Framian wines ir 


. Yo 
wine, Others with more juſtice to bis haratier have pit anode 
conſtruction upon the words, which folves the i ver) 
naturally. According to this opinion, the word which is uſuglh 
ſuppoſed to fignify another nar; is render'd another off max, men 
ing Aachaun, whole, wound made him incapable to lift ig. This 
would have taken away the difficulty without any violence to the 
conſtructian. But Exftathins tells us, the propriety of ſpeech 
would require the word to be, not azag but r. N 
but of two. But why then may Tt nt fignify any other o/d men? 

v. 781. Peu a large pation] The poyon which Hecamede ber 
prepares for Machaon, has been thought a very extraordinary one 
in the caſe of a wounded perſon, and by ſome criticks held in the” 
fame degree of repute with 2 balſam of Fieralras in Den Quiae, 
But it is fighcly obſerved by the commentators,” that Macha vn 


not ſo dangerouſly hurt, as to be; obliged 10-4 different req m 
| from What he might yſe at another time. . 


long converſation with W of ; which won 


5 MED danger: his loſs of 
2 in fear of a ſer 


TPO STII SEES TRESESTESESS BOASTS @YC 


% = 
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ich goat's-milk chdeſs a flaw'rous taſts beſtows, 
(nd laſt with flour the ſiniling ſurface flows. 
his for the wounded Prince the dame prepares - 
The cordial bev rage rev rend Nei ſhares : ' 
rious draughts the warrior's thirſt allay, 
id pleaſing conference beguiles the day. =» 


wy 


Mean time Patroclus,' by Achilles ſent. 
nheard ipprogch'd; and Rood before-the tent. 
Did Nefor riſing then, the hero led 
To his high ſeat; the chief refus'd, and faid. 
ee eee eee 
he great Achilles with impatience ſtays. 

To great Aabilles. this reſpect I owe; - 

men wind on. mended be whe tn” 

7 born from combir by thy foaming fecda®”- 
Vith grief I ſee the great Machaon blecds. 

This to report, my hafty courſe I bend; 
tou known the fiery temper of my friend. 
Gn then the ſoap of ae, the gn jen | 


*%, 


* 6 but 1 cannot be 6 


gi ä 
F 


f Our braveſt en 2 97 groen: 07 
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Secks he the ſorrows of our hoſt to Knovr rꝰ o 
Tell him, not great nme 1. 40 


1 f, % 1 * 7 _ 
” *, * . " 3 4 74 2 "7 8 * 259: g 


— = iy he crouds incident upon ee 
s of himſelf, he expa his. own: Ons, 
naturally indeed to old = 2 unſcalonabl ta the pref : 
ture. When he comes d ſpeak of his killing the ſon of 4 
he is ſo pleas'd with himſelf, that he forgers the diſtreſs of the 
2 and cannot leave his favourite ſubject till he has given wt 
ufs of his xelatians; his wife's names her excellence the n 

he bore, and the fury with which he aſſaulted him. Theſe; 

many other circumſtinees 250 they have no viſible" aſhiſion wi 


Tune the ſpeech, 20 be yaſgrrqnangy amg 
I think they are Fo peat upon any other D na 


the they _ A piereiof ancient hiſtory, which had of 
W 
. olds ts ey Gi kX 6 
Pemeclardaid arihe beginning bf the prech-ther be lad t ; 
eee s W. 
1 
chat are of the n obſerve, that there 
great deal of art in ſome l of the di ſcourſe; that vn 


——— cos tort Gig . 

mag for the ſake ae dn be age i600 make . trend 
reflect thus he Wifedeys ther by che contrary befraviour * 
what he did himſelf was wo, realige 1 ſinall injury, bux Adil carl 


—— army. He mentions the wound 
at the very beginning, with an intent to give A 
a little revenge, and that he may know how much his greateſt « 
my has ſuffer'd by his abſence. There are many other -ary 
brought. in the defence of \particulay parts; and it: may not be in 
the purpoſe to obſerve that Næſtor might defignedly protra® 
ſpeech, chat Patroclys might himſelf, behold the diſtreſs; of, 1 
army : thus every moment he detain'd- him, enforced his 

W Whet! 


8 


De 
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Uhſſes,'  Agamemnon, Wisch © * vial en nITT 558 
And ſtern Eurypylus, — Le 26vr e bak; 
But ah! what flat ring hopes I entertain? © Be 
Achilles heeds not, but derides our peng? 0 
Lyn till the flames eb 

And waits the riſing of the fatal bine . 
Chief after Chief the raging foe deſtroys; * n 
Calm he looks on, and ev'ry death enjoys. 60 
Now the flow courſe of all-impairitg time 
Voſtrings my'ierves;(and'ends my many primer. 
Oh! had I ſtill that ſtrength ty yvuth poſſeſs dj; 
When this bold art kh Epelan pow'rs n 

be bulls of Ny in glad trirtmpf M dl. 
And ſtretch'd the great Tyminens dead! * * 10 


; is was the intention or not, it muſt be allowed chat the day of Rk 
Patroclus was very happy. for the Gen; rr 
— Aga. d him e (has thene 
airs were 1 78 without Achile;'s a IH. 

As for Neftor's ſecond — e ee | 

it tends directly eee 

der as to affect Byth Parweles and eher; this 5 
vell adapted to the perſon to whom they are ſpoken, 3 | 
pang heir re iaonions, be ns i were brings them in, 


und 
a onding bis admonitions, 
v. 818. The bulls of Elis in glad trixmph led.]. Els is the whale, - 


ackern part of Pe #s, between Achaia and Meſſenia ; it 
ev originally divided into ſeveral diſtricts or principalities, after- 
watds it wag. redut'd'to tw; che one of the Elia whe wore - 
te ſame withithe Epeiant 5 the other O Nefer. This remark. a 
teceſlary for the under ſtanding what follows, Anwar ala: 


he city Es was: not built. Dacier. oli 
H 4 0 Then, 
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820 Then, from my fury fled the trembling ſwains, 
And ours was all the plunder of the plains: 


0 The 
The 


Fifty white flocks, full fifty herds of ſwine, Th 
As many goats, as many lowing kinez - Wit 
And thrice the number of unrival'd ſteeds, The 


825 All teeming females, and of gen rous breeds, | 
Theſe, as my firſt eſſay of arme, I won; 
Old Nelews glory d. in his conqu ring fon.” 
Thus Elis forc d, her long arrears reſtor d, 

$30 The ſtate of Zyle was ſunk to laſt deſpair. 
When the proud Elians firſt commenc'd the war. 
For Neleus ſons Alcides rage had: lain: 
Of twelve bold brothers, I alone remain! 


Opprels'd, we arm'd;. and now, this conqueſt gain d, or 
835 My ſire three hundred choſen ſheep. obtain d. ＋ 
kat large reprifal he might juſtly chim. re 


- - For ptize defrauded, and inſulted fame, — 
When Ell Monarch at the publick ourſe oy 
Detain'd his chariot, and victorious horſe.) alls 


2 
- 
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5 The reſt the people. ſhar'd ; my {elf ſurvey d 


The juſt partition, and due victims payd yy 
Three days were paſt, when Elis roſe to war, 
With many a courſer, and with many a car; 
The ſons of Afar at their army's head - 


«(Young as they were) the vengeful quadrons led. 


High on a rock fair Tryoiſſa hands, | 

Our utmoſt frontier on the Pylian lands; 

Nor far the ſtreams of fam'd Anbaus flow] | 
The ſtream they paſs'd, and pitch'd their tents below. 


d Pallas, deſcending in the ſhades. of night, 


Alrms the Pyliane, and commands the fight... 


kill'd this King, and deliver'd his kingdom to Phylens, whom hi 
father Augias had baniſh'd, The prizes of theſe games of Al. 
were prizes of wealth, as golden tripods, . c. whereas the prizes 
of the Olympic games were only plain chaplets of leaves or 
branches: beſides, dis probable Mower knew nothing of theſt 
eaplers given at the games, nor of the triumphal crowns, nor 
the garlands wore at feaſts; if he had; he xc 
other have mention'd them, Exſfathins. LES 

v. 844. The ſons of Actor. Theſe are che fame whom Manner 
alls the wo Adolions, namely, Zutat and Creatus. Thryeeſſs in 
the lines following, is the fame town which he calls Thryon in 
the catalogue, The river Anzac is the fame, with Ag about 
half way between Pyloz and Thryoeſſa, call'd Minyas from the 
Minyans who liv'd on the banks of it. It appears from what the 


Poer ſays of the time of their march, that it is balf a day's march 


between Pylos and Thryoeſa. Bnuſtathins.. Strabe, lib. . 


Each 


i 
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Each burns for fame, and ſwells with martial pride; 
My {elf the foremoſt; but my fire-deny'd ;  - 
Fear d for my youth, expos'd to ſtern alarms; - 
855 And ſtopp'd my chariot, and ——_ arms. 
My fire deny'd-in- vain: on foot I'fled 
Amidft our chariots: for the Goddeſs b. 
Along fair Arenes delightful plain n, 
Soft Minyas rolls his waters to the main. 
8Co There, horſe and foot, the Pylian troops unite; -. 
And ſbeath'd in arms expect the dawning light. 
Thence, cer the ſin advanc'd his noonday flame, 
To great Alphaus ſacred ſource we came, 
There firſt to Fove our ſolemn rites were paid; 
865 An untam'd heifer pleas'd the blue-ey'd maid, _ * 
A bull Apbaus; and a bull vas ſlain \ 
To the blue Monarch of the wat'ry main. 
In arms we ſlept, beſide the winding flood, 
While round the town. the-ficrce.Epeians. food... 
870 goon as the ſup, with all-revcalig ray, * obs 
Flam'd in the front, of 'Heav'n,. and gave the day; 
Bright ſcenes of arms, and works of was Appen 
The nations meet; there Palos, Els here. * 


3 The fitft who fell, beneath my jav'lin de;; = 
Vs King Augias ſon, and _ of Audi: 2 


(She: 
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(She that all ſimple's healing virtues knewz l. 
And ev'ry herb that drinks: the morning dew.) + - 

I ſeiz'd his car, the, van of battel led; 

Th' Epeians ſaw, they trembled, and they. flad. | 

do The foe. diſpers d, their brayeſt warrior kill d, N wort oe 

Fierce as a whirlwind now I ſwept the fields | 
Full fifty captiye-chariots grac'd my train | 


Two chiefs from each fell breathleſs. to the plain, 
Then Ads ſons had dy'd,. but Neptune ſhrouds i 
3; The youthful heroes in a veil of clouds. |, 
Oer heapy ſhields, and o'er the proſtrate throng, 
Collecting ſpoils, and ſlaught ring all along, | - 

Thro' wide Bupraſian fields we forc'd the foes, 
Where o'er the vales th' Olenian rocks aroſe; © | j 
90 Till Pallas ſtop'd us where Aligum flows. © 31. 
Ey'n there, tho hindmoſt of their rear I ſlay, 

And the fame arm that led, concludes:the day; 
Then. back to. Hi triumphant take my way. Ml 
There to high Fove were publick: thanks aſſign d | 
05 As firſt.of Gods, to. Neſſor, of mankind. 


v. 894. There to high Jove were publick thanks aſſign'd , 
As firſt of Gods, to Neſtor, of mankind.) , | 
There is a reſemblance between this paſſage and one in the ſacred 
ſcripture, where: all the congregation .blefſed | the Lord God of their 1 
fathers, and bowed down a WAY ering. the. Lord, ns * 
the Kings 1 need 


4 t IA bd a 1 * _ 
| 1 
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Such then I was, impell'd by youthful blood 
So proy'd my valour for my countrey's good. 
Achilles with unactive fury glows, 
And gives to paſſion what to Greece he owes. 
900 How ſhall he grieve, when to th' cternal ſhade 
Her hoſts ſhall fink, nor his the pow'r to aid? 
2 — 
1, . touch'd at Pthia's port, 
905 And enter'd Pele hoſpitable court. 
A bull to Je he flew in facrifice, 
And pour d libations on the flaming thighs.  - 
Thy ſelf, Aahilles, and thy rev'rend fire | 
. Menatins, turn d the fragments on the fire. 
Social ve fit, and ſhare the genial rites. 
we then explain d the cauſe on which we came, 
Vrg ' d you to arms, and found you fierce for fame. 
Your ancient fathers gen rous precepts gave; 
915 Peleus {aid only this,. My ſon! be brave. 


_— 


| v. 915. Pelous fl any n.2 E e The er. 
—— 
tive, and young, might not have burthen'd his memory with 2 
long diſcourſe : „ . 


ſenatius thus; Tho great Achilles ſhine - 

In ſtrength ſuperior, and of race divine, | 

nnn, bel eg 

Let thy juſt counſels aid, and rule thy friend. 8 

bus ſpoke your father at Theſſalia's court; 

ords now forgot, tho now of vaſt iport. ; 

1! try the utmoſt that a friend can ſay, ; 

ch gentle farce the fiercelſt minds obeys, : 

me fav'ring God Achille? heart may mere 

bo! deaf to gary, he may yield to love. 

ſome dire oracle his beraſt alarm, N * 

eee eee. W 
| "ot | ; earrr 54 bot s * 


* 


one ſentence. 1 ſpeaks n 
ring more advanc'd in yerrs, und mature in judgment; and 
bee by the manner of the expreſſion, that be was fent with 
illes, not only as a companion but as a monitor, of which 
2 3 
0 vice to Achilles, than to follow his caprice, and pouſe a 
ntment, Exftathins. * 
. 922, Ah! try the utmoſt, &c.] It may not be ungrateful to 
reader to ſee at one view the aim and deſign of Neſtor's ſpeech. 
putting Patroclus in mind of his father's injunctions, he pro- 
es him to obey him by a like” zeal for his countrey : by the 
ion of the ſacrifice, he reprimande him for # breach of thoſe 
nts to which the Gods were witneſſes: by faying that 
| — — 2 — | 
* * ——— 
Non to Patrecies at the fame time, by giving him to under- 
98 * he may perſonate Achilles, Euſtathius. 
- =O heav'n with-hold his ſaving arm. ] by 
in Y 


E 


Fa 


947 Weak was his pace, but dauntleſs was his heart, WW 
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some beam of comfort yet on Greece may ſhine, Div! 

If thou but lead the Myrmidonian line:; Whe 
930 Clad in Achille? arms, if thou appear, ä A 
Proud Trey may tremble, and deſiſt from wary Thu 

' Preſfs'd by freſh forces her o'er-labour'd train Is th 
Shall ſeek their walls, and Greees reſpire again. Far f 
This touch d his gen'rous heart, and from the ten N. 

935 Along the ſhore with haſty ſtrides he went; Reſil 


Soon as he came, where, on the crowded ftrand, Or a 
The publick mart and courts of juſtice ſtand, 
Where the tall fleet of great Ulyſſes lies, 
94% There ſad he met the brave Evemor's ſon, 
Large painful drops from all his members run, 
An arrows head yet rooted in his wound, 
| The fable Hood in circles mark'd the ground, © 
As faintly reeling he confeſs'd the ſmart ; 


/ 
ſays this upon account of what Achilles himſelf ſpoke in the a 
book ; and it is very much to the purpoſe, for nothing a 
ſooner move Achilles, than to make him think. it was the get 
report in the army, that he ſhut himſelf up in his tent ſo 
other reaſon but to eſcape death, with — 
threaten'd him eue to him nne 
Dacier. 


- 
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Divine compaſſion touch d Namuelur breafty 
Who ſighing, tiuis his bleeting friend addreſt: ' 

Ah. hapleſs. leaders! of the Gretian hoſt? + ore. 
Thus muſt ye periſh on a barb'rous coaſt ?* o 
Is this your fate, to glut the dogs with gore? &f | * ö 
Far from your friends, and from your native ſhore! ' | 
Say, great Zuppplus: ſhall Greees"yet ſtand ? | 4 


Reſiſt ſhe yet the raging HeiFor's hand? 

Or are her heroes doom'd to die with ſname, 

And this the period of our wars and fame? 4 | | 
Eutypylus replies: no more (my friend) | | 

Greece is no more | this day her glories end. | 

Eyn to:the.ſhips victarious Ney purſucs, 1 1? 

Thoſe chiefs, that us d her utmoſt rage to meet, 

Lie pierc d with wounds, an in the Geet; 

But thou, Patrochus ! act a friendly part, 

Lead to my ſhips, and draw this deadly dart; 

With lukewarm water waſh the gore away, 

Vith healing balms the raging ſmart allay,.. ., 

Such as ſage Chiron, Sire of Pharmacy, 

Once taught Achilles, and Achilles thee, 
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Of two fanyd ſurgeons, Podalirine funds 


This hour ſurrounded by the Trojan hands; 
970 And great Machaon, wounded in his. tent. 
Now wants that ſuccour which ſo oſt he leut, be ch 


To him the chief. What then remniistto do? {i " 

TY! event of things the Gods alone can view. 

Charg d by - Achilles? great command 1 fly,” 
975 And bear with baſte the Eulen King's reply: - 

Bur thy diſtreſs this inſtant claims the: 

He ſaid, and in his arms upheld the: chief. 

refs her water tw hr, 


And hides 0f-0xet on the figon dip on - 4 
980 There eee, pe - 
* e ee 9779? 7 


R 
„ ® * 
9 


v. 968. of fant ges! The Potalirins is mentiat 
firſt for the ſake of the verſe, both here and in the earaloghe, A 
chaon ſeems to be the perſon of the greateſt character upan mai 
accounts: beſides, it is to him that Homer attributes the cure d 
Philoetes, whe was lame by having let an arrow dipt in he pil 
of the Hydra of Lerna fall upon his foot; a plain mark that Ms 
chaon was an abler phyfician than Chiron the centaure, who cout 
nat cure himſelf of ſuch a wound. Podalirius had. à ſon names 
Hypolochns, from whom the famous Hippecrates was deſcended. 

v. 976. But thy diſtreſi this inflant daims relig.] Enftathias 1 
marks, that Hime Fr a great advantage for the conduct of bi 


poem from this incident of the ſtay of Patrockes ; for while he n 
employ'd an the friendly task of taking care of Eampylus, be 


es an eye · witneſs of the attack upon the entrenchments, 20 
— the the neceſſity of uſing his utmoſt efforts to move Achilles. 


\ 


1 
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Then in his hands a bitter root he bruis'd; 
he wound he waſh'd, the ſtyptick juice infus'd. 
he cloſing fleſh that inſtant ceas'd to glow, 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The battel at the Grecian wal. 


" HE Greeks being" retitf d ito their e 
' Hector m—_— to force them; but it provi a 
* to paſs the ditch, Polydamas * to quit ti 
— 22 * attack - on 2 The Troß 
follow his cou ving divided t 
bodies of foot, begin the aſſault. But upon the Lene 
eagle with a ſerpent in his talons, which 2 on the | 
band of the Trojans, Polydamas endegvours to wi ith 
them again. This Hector oppoſes and continues the att 
5 _ oo» actions, Sarpedon makes tht 
eaph in the wall: Hector 4 e a of a 1 
ſize, forces open one of the gates, wpd enters at [eve he 
1 who ng 


i 


HILE thus the hero's pious cares attend 
The cure and ſafety of his woundet! 


Trjans and Greeks with claſhing ſhields engage. 


And mutual deaths are dealt with mutual rage. 


2, that wrath 1 
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5 Nor long the trench or lofty walls oppoſe; - 
With Gods averſe th' ill-fated works aroſe; 

Their pow'rs negle cted, and no victim ſlain, 
The walls were rais'd, the trenches ſunk.-in yain, And X 
Without the Gods, how ſhort a period ſtands 


10 The proudeſt monument of mortal hands! 


This ſtood, while Hector and Achilles rag d 


While ſacre j Troy the warring hoſts engag d; | ny 
But when her ſons were ſlain, her city buri'd, have be 


fotle) f 


And what ſurviv'd of Greece to Greece return'd ; ths me 
to give 


15 Then Neptune and Apgſ{o ſhook the ſhore, 42 
Then Ida's ſummits pour'd their wat'ry ſtore; 4 man, | 


: we are 
Rhifu lee Ap 
. 3 openin 
try, there ought to be ſome evident and neceffary incident at the — 
winding up of the cataſtrophe, and chat ſhould be founded ure den 
ſome viſible diſtreſs. This conduct has an admirable effect, nx | 
only as it gives an air of probability to the relation, by allowing 
deiſure to the wrath of Achilles to cool and die away by degrees Wh 
(who is every where deſcrib'd as a, perſon of a ubbern reſent- 
ment, and conſequently ought not to be eaſily reconcibd) but alb 
as it highly contributes to the honour of Achilles, which was 4 
be fully ſatisfy d before he could relent. | 
v. 9. Without the Gods, how. ſhort a period, &c.] Homer here 
teaches a truth conformable to ſacred ſcripture, and almoſt in the 
very words of the Pſalmiſt ; Unleſs the Lord build the honſe, thy 
lalour in vain that build it. 

v. 15. Then Neptune and Apollo, &,] This whole Epiſode 
of the deſſruction of the wall is ſpoken as a kind of prophe- 
cy, where Homer in 2 poetical enthuſaſin relates What was to 
happen in future ages. It has been conjeftur'd from hence that 
our author flouriſh'd not long after the T Nor; for bat te 
| n e See” ay 
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reſus roaring down the ſtony bills. 
E/epus, Granicus, with mingled force, 
And Xanthus foaming from his fruitful ſource; | 

| — And 


lived at 2 greater diſtance, there had been no occaſion, to have res * 
courſe to ſuch extraordinary means to deſtroy æ wall, which would 
have been loſt and worn away by time alone. Homer (ſays Ari- 
fotle) foreſaw the queſtion might be ask'd, how it came to paſs 
that no ruins remain'd of ſo greata work? and therefore contriv'd 
to give his fiction the neareſt reſemblance to truth. Inundations 
and earthquakes are ſufficient to aboliſh the ſtrongeſt. works of 
man, ſo as not to leave the leaſt remains where they ſtood.” But 
we are told this in a manner wonderfully noble and poetical: we 
ſee Apollo turning the courſe of the rivers againſt che wall, Jupiter 
opening the cataracts of heaven, and Neptune rending the founda- 
tions with his.trident: that is, the ſun exhales the vapours, which 
deſcend in rain from the air or ther; this rain cauſes an inun- - 


" dation, and that inundation overturns the wall. Thus the poetry 
- Is Homer, like magick, firſt raifes a ſtupendous object, and then 
a. immediately cauſes it ro vaniſh, 


What farther ſtrengthens the opinion, that Homer was particu- 
larly careful to avoid the objection which thoſe of his own age 
might raiſe againſt the probability of this fiction, is, chat the verſes 
which contain this account of the deſtruction of the wall ſeem to 
be added and interpolated after the firſt writing of the Iliad, by 
Homer himſelf, I believe the reader will incline to my opinion, 
if he conſiders the manner in which they are introduced, both. 
here, and in the ſeventh book, where firſt this wall is metition'd. 
There, deſcribing how it was made, he ends with this line, \ 
be ar of h exriorle x2 pyropoarts A. | 
hat WY After which (is- inſerted the debate of the Gods concerning the 


he WH method of its deſtruction, at the concluſion whereof imme- 
| * — 
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And gulphy Simob, rolling to the main 
Helmets, and ſhields, and god-like heroes ſlain: 
Theſe, turn d by Phabus from their wonted ways, 
Delug'd the rampire nine continual days? 

25 The weight of waters faps the yielding wall, 
And to the ſea the floating bulwarks fall. 
Inceſſant cataracts the thund'rer pours, 


And half the skies deſcend in ſluicy ſhow'rs. 


" Garely follows 2 verſe that ſeems exactly to connect with the 
8 | 
Aderiſe ff rite, . αν g Axle. | 
In hke manner in the preſent book, after the fourth verſe, 
rade tr: oxirur An R HU. v. 


8 — now the thirty fixth, ſeems originally to have fob 


Tx #9 Purlor, zanixite If e e, &c. 
And all the lines between (which break the courſe of the nam 
tion, and are introduc'd in a manner not. uſual in Homer) ſeem w 
have been added for the reaſon. aboveſaid. I do not inſiſt much 
this obſervation, but I doubt not ſeveral will agree to it up- 
on a review of the | 
v. 24. Nine continaal days.} Some of the ancients thought it 
incredible that a wall which was built in one day by the Greets 
- ſhould refit the joint efforts of three Deities nine days: to ſolve 
this difficulty, Crates the Malleſian was of opinion, that it ſhould 
be writ, Je Jup, ore dey. But there is no. qecafion to have 16 
courſe to ſo forc'd a ſolution ; ir being ſufficient to obſerve, that 
nothing but ſuch #n. extraordigary power could haye ſo Entirely 
ruin'd the wall, that not the leaſt remains of it ſhould apperr; 
but ſuch a one, as we have before ſaid Homer ſtood ini need of 


has. l ; 
9 The 
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The God of Ochan, marching flern before, _- 
With his huge trident wounds the trembling ſhore, 
Vaſt ſtones and piles from their foundation heaves, = 
And whelms the ſmoaky ruin in the waves. 

Now ſmooth'd with ſand, and levelPd by the floed, 
No fragment tells where once the wonder foods 

In their old bounds the rivers roll again, 
Shine 'twixt the hills, or wander o'er the plain. 
But this the Gods in later times perform ; 
As yet the bulwark ſtood, and brav d the ſtorms 


The ſtrokes yet eccho'd of — 
War thunder d at the gates, and blood diſtain'd the 


Smote by the arm of Fove, with dire diſmay, 
Cloſe by their hollow ſhips the Grecians lay ; 
Heftor's approach in ev'ry wind they hear, 

And He&or's fury ev'ry moment fear. 

He, like a whirlwind, toſs'd the ſcatt'ring throng, 
Mingled the troops, and drove the field along. 

So *midſt the dogs and hunter's. daring bands, 
Fierce of his might, a boar or lion ſtands ; 

Arm'd foes around a dreadful circle form, 

d And hiſſing javelins rain an iron ſtorm: . 

His pow'rs untam'd their bold aſſault defy, 

And where he turns, the rout diſperſe, or dic: | 
I 3 He 
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He foams, he glares, he bounds againſt them all, 
And if he falls, his courage makes him fall. ' 


55 With equal rage encompaſs'd Heefor glows; - 


Exhorts his armies, and the trenches ſhows. 
The panting ſteeds impatient fury breathez 


EC But ſuort and tremble at the gulph beneath; 


| Juſt on the brink, they neigh, and paw the ground, 
60 And the turf trembles, and the skies reſound. 
Eager they view'd the proſpect dark and deep, 
Vaſt was the leap; and headlong hung the ſteep; 
The bottom bare, (a formidable ſhow !) 
And briſtled thick with ſharpen'd ſtakes below. 
65 The foot alone this ſtrong defence could force, 
And try the paſs impervious to the horſe, 
This aw Polydamas; who, wiſely brave, 
Reſtrain'd great Hector, and this counſel gare. 
Oh thou! brave leader of our Trojan bands, 
70 And you, confed'rate chiefs from foreign lands! 
What entrance here can cumb'rous chariots find, 
"The ſtakes beneath, the Grecian walls behind? 
No paſs throꝰ thoſe, without a thouſand wounds, 
No ſpace for combat in yon” narrow bounds, 


75 Proud of the fayours mighty Fove has Thown, 2 


On certain dangers x we too raſhly r run: 


— * 
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If 'tis his will our haughty foes to tame, 

Oh may this inſtant end the Grecian name; 

Here, far from Argos, let their heroes fall, 

And one great day deſtroy, and bury all! 

But ſhould they turn, and here oppreſs our traing 

Wbat hopes, what methods of retreat remain ? 
d, WH Wedg'd in the trench, by our own troops confus d, 
In one promiſcuous carnage cruſh'd and bruis d. 
All Troy muſt periſh, if their arms prevail, 
Nor ſhall a Trojan live to tell the tale. | 
Hear then, ye warriors! and obey with ſpeed: - i 
Back from the trenches let your ſteeds be led ; 
Then all alighting, wedg'd in firm array, G 
Proceed on foot, and Hector lead the way. | 
So Greece ſhall ſtoop before our conqu'ring pow'r, 
And this (if Fove conſent) her fatal hour, = 
This counſel pleas'd, the God-like Hefor ſprung 

Swift from his ſeat ; his clanging armour rung. 
The chief's example follow'd by his train, 
Each quits his car, and iſſue on the plain. A 
By orders ftri& the charioteers enjoin d, 1 
Compell the courſers to their ranks behind. . 


* » I 4 . q : 7 The 


> 
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The forces part in five diſtinguiſh'd bands Nex 

100 And all obey. their ſey'ral chief's commands. But 

The beſt and braveſt in the firſt conſpire, P 

- Pant for the fight, and threat the fleet with fire: zo The 

Great Hector glories in the van of theſe, -, Alre 

Polydamas, and brave Cebriones, And 

IOF Before the next the graceful Paris ſhines, \ 

And bald Alcathaiis, and Agenor joins. Th 

The ſons of Priam with the third appear, 15 Aſo 

Deiphobas, and Helenus the ſerr; 4 : Hie 

In arms with theſe the mighty Aſuu fraod, Un 

110 Who drew from H,, bis noble blood. Th 

And whom Arias yellow courſers bore,” Ne 

| The courſers fed on Selle's winding ſhore, 20 Re 
Antengy's ſons the fourth battalion guide, 
And great Æneas, born on fount-full Ide. 

125 Divine Sarpedon the laſt band obey d, Me 

Whom Glaucus and Afteropens aid, = 

v. 99. The forces part in foe diftingaill'd bands.) The Trim — 
army is divided into fire parts, perhaps becauſe there were fe no 
gates in the wall, ſo chat an attack might be made upon every na 
gate at the ſame inſtant: By this means the Greeks de obli- uſ 
ged to diſunite, and farm themſelves into as many bodies, to guard thi 
five places at the ſame time. 

The Poer here breaks-the thread of his narration, and ſtops to re 
give us the names of the leaders of every battalion ; By this con- an 
duct he prepares us for an action entirely new, and different from th 
any other in the poem, Enftathins. _ u 
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Next him, the brave at their army's head, 
But he more brave than dll the haſts he led. 
Now with compacted ſhields, in cloſe array, 
20 The moving legions ſpeed their headlong way: 
Already in their hopes they fire the flect, _ | 
And ſee the Grecians gaſping at their feet. 
While ev'ry Dejan thus, and ev'ry aid, 
Th' advice of wiſe Palydamas obey'd ; 
25 Alus alone, confiding in his car, | 
His vaunted courſers urg'd to meet the war. 
Unhappy hero! and advis'd in vain! — -- 
Thoſe wheels returning ne er ſhall mark the plain 
No more thoſe courſers with triumphant joy 


1 


v. 125. Abus n Ir appears from hence 
that the three captains who commanded each were not 
ſubordinate one co che other, but tely, each be- 
ing impower d to order his own troop a8 he thought fir: For other- 


wiſe Aſixs had not been permitted to keep his chariot when the 
reſt were / on foot. One may obſerve from hence, that Homer does 


F 
nations, which he had given to his Grecians ; and he makes 
uſe too of this defect, to caſt the more variety over this part 
the deſcription, Darier. 
v. 127, — 2 Hemer oblerves  poetcal. juſtice in 


relation to 4 


— 
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| Fo Bn iT rh 
Fierce to the left be drives, where — 
The flying Grecians ſtrove their ſhips to gain; 
135 Swift thro' the wall their horſe and chariots paſl, 
The gates half-open'd to receive the laſt. 
Thither, exulting in his force, he flies; 
His following hoſt with clamours rend the skies: 
Jo plunge the Grecians headlong in the main, 
140 Such their proud hopes, but all their hopes were vain 
To guard the gates, two mighty chiefs attend, 
Who from the Lapiths warlike race deſcend; ' 
This Polypoetes, great Perithous' heir, 
And that Leoirews, like the God of war. 
145 As two tall oaks, before the wall they riſe; 
Their roots in earth, their heads amidſt the skies, 
Whoſe ſpreading arms with leafy honours crown'd, 


Forbid the tempeſt, and protect the ground; 
| F 1 
v. 143. This Polypœtes Aud that Leonteus, &c.] ,, Theſe be- 9 
toes are the originals of Pandarns and Bitias in Virgil, We ſee 
two gallant- officers exhorting their ſoldiers to act bravely ;. Py 4 
ing deſerted by them, they execute their own commands, and 1701 
maintain the paſs -againft the united force of the battalions of | 
An: Nor does the Poet tranſgreſ the bounds of probability in J 


«the tory : The Greeks from above hex off ſome of th, 4 FEST 
: with: ſtones, 1 LINES 56 
IN Enftathins, 

oe” 2 : 2 th. 
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High on the hills appears their ately form. 

50 And their deep roots for ever brave the ſtorm. =" 
So graceful theſe, and ſo the ſhock they ſtand. © | _ i 

Of raging Aſs, and his furious band. ved: ! 

; 


1 

i 

| 
25 

| | 

nt 

| 


Oreſtes, Asamas in front appear, | 
And OExomans and Tom cloſe the rear; 

Vn vain their clamours ſhake the ambient fields, 
In vain around them beat their hollow ſhields; 
The fearleſs brothers on the Greciaus call, 

To guard their navies, and defend the wall. 
Ev'n- when; they ſaw. Tres fable troops impend, 

60 And Greece tumultuous from her tow'rs deſcend, 
Forth from the portals ruſh'd th' intrepid pair, 
Oppos d their breaſts, and ſtood themſelves the war. 
So two wild boars ſpring furious from their den, 
Rouz d with the cries of dogs, and voice of men; 

165 On ev'ry ſide the crackling trees they tear, 

And root the' ſhrubs; and lay the foreſt bare; 
They gnaſh their tusks, with fire their eye-balls roll, 
Till ome wide ound lets out their mighty ſoul, 
Around their heads the whiſtling jav'lins ſung ; 
170 With ſounding ſtrokes their brazen targets rung: 
Fierce was the fight, while yet the Grecian pow'rs 15 
Maintain'd the walls and mann'd the lofty towrs: 
. 6 


To fave their fleet, the laſt efforts they try, 
And ſtones and darts in mingled tempeſts fly. 
I75 As when ſharp Boreas blows abroad, and brings 

The dreary winter on his frozen wings: 
Beneath the low-bung clouds the ſheets of ſnbw 
Deſcend, and whiten all the fields below. 
So faſt the darts on either army pour, 
180 So down the rampires rolls the xocky ſhow's ; 
Heavy, and thick, reſound the batter'd ſhields, 
And the deaf eccho rattles round the fields. 
With ſhame repuls'd, with grief and fury driv'a, 
The frantic Aus thus accuſes heav'n : 
185 In powers immortal who ſhall now believe? 
|  - Can thoſe too flatter, and can Fove deceive? 
What man could doubt but Js victorious pow'r 
Should humble Greece, .and this her fatal hour? 
But look how waſps from hollow crannies drive, 
190 To guard the entrance of their common hive, 


* 


v. 185. The ſpeech of Afius.] This ſpeech of Afins is very ex- 
travagant : He exclaims againſt Fayiter for a breach of 
not becauſe he had broken his word, but becauſe he had not ful- 
fll'd bis own vain imaginations. This condu@, tho* very blame- 
able in ſas, is very natural to perſons under a diſappointment, 
e e 1 4/244 


into a crime. Enftathins. 
Dark'ning 


— 
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Dark ning the rock, while with unweary'd wings 
They ftrike th' aflailants, and infix their tings; 

A race determin'd, that to death contend : 

80 fierce; thele Greeks their laſt retreats defend. · 
Repel an army, and defraud the fates? , | 
Nor mov'd great aus unalterable mind; 

To God- like Hect and his matchleſs might 
o Was ow'd the glory of the deſtin d fight. _ 
Like deeds of arms thro all the forts were try'd, 
And all the gates ſuſtain d an equal tide ; No 
Thro the long walls the fiony ſhow'rs were heard, 
The blaze of flames, the flaſh of arms appear d. 
The ſpirit of a God my breaſt inſpire, - 

To raiſe each act to life, and ſing with fire! 

While Greece unconquer'd kept alive the war, 

Secure of death, confiding in deſpair ; 
With unaſſiſting arms deplar'd the day. 

Ev'n yet the dauntleſs Lapithe maintain 

The dreadful paſs, and round them heap the flain, 
Firſt Damaſk, by eh fees Isel. 

fiere d thro his belmet's brazen yifor, fell; 


-206 HOMER". IL TAD. Boe xU 


215 The weapon drank: the mingled brains and gore, 


2 


The warrior finks, tremendous now no more! 
Next Ormenus and Pylon yield their breath: + 
Nor leſs Leonteus ftrows the field with death; 
Firſt tho the: belt Hippomachus he gor'd, - ! 


220 Then ſudden wav d his unreſiſted ſword;- - 


/ 


Antiphates,as thro? the ranks he broke, 
The faulchion ſtrook, and fate purſu'd the ſtroke ;. 
Tamenus, Oreſies, Menon, bled a 


And round him roſe a monument of dead. 


225 Mean: time the braveſt of the n 7 


Bold Hector and Polydamas purſue; 

Fierce with impatience on the works to fall; 

And wrap in rowling flames the fleet and wall. 
Theſe on the farther bank now - ſtood and gad, 


2:0 By heav'n alarm'd, by prodigies amaz'd+.' ;4 


4 


A fignal omen ſtopp'd the paſling hoſt; | | 
Sas bind an founding pinion ba he de, 
. ng Tee oo and, 


v. 233. Jores Br s funding Ness eg 21 has imica 
chis pete in the eleventh" ee. r.. 


: Utens vida 46) reeds als fled Wiknlh © | 
Feri aquila, implicnitque pedes, atque ungaibus baſit; 


. Bon XH HOME R's FDI AD. 207 


; His talong'erp G6; alive, and curling round, "IK 
He ſtung the bird; whoſe throat receirid the.wonad 


Mad with the ſmart, he droꝑs the fatal. prey, 
In airy circles wings his painful wax. 
Floats on the winds, and rends the heay'ns with cries: A 
o Amidſt the hoſt the fallen ſerpent lies: Pa 

They, pale with, terror, mark its ſpires unroll'd,. 

And Fove's portent with beating hearts behold. 

Then firſt Polydamas the filence broke, 
Long weigh'd.the ſignal, and to Hader ſpoke. 
5 How oft, my brother, thy reproach I bear, 
For words well meant, and ſentiments. ſincere? 


— 


Saxcins at ſerfens ſmnoſa volumina verſat, , 
Arraiſque horret ſquamis, & ſahilat orv | 
Arduus inſurgens ; illa Irre minus urget ob¹,ẽLbʒ 

Luftantem Yoſtro; ſmut thera verberat 1 


Which Macrobins compares with this of Haney, and gives the pre- 
ference to'the original, on account of Virgil's hay ing neglected io 
ſpecify the Omen. His pratermiſſis (quod ſiniſtra veniens vincentium 
Jrohibebat acceſſum, & accepto 4 ſerpents morſn pradam dolore dejecit 
fatoque Tripndio_ ſoliſtimo, cm cl amore dolorem teftante, pretervelat 
gue animam parabuls dabant, velut exanime in latinis verſihns corpus 
remanſit. Nat. I. 5, c. 14. But methinks this criticiſm might haye 
been ſpared,. had he conſider d that Virgil had no deſign, or occa- 
bon, ro make an Omen of it; but took it only as 4 natural image, 
e warriors ſtruggling with each other. 

v. 245. The ſpeech of Polydamas. l The ale of Nds bo 
Hector in this ſpeech is Amira He knew that the daring 
piric of an 0 ul not ſuffer him WEIS WOT 
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True to thoſe counſels which I judge the beſt, 
I tell the faithful dictates of my breaſt. 
; To ſpeak his thought is or'ry freeman's right, 
250 In peace and war, in eee 
And all 1 move, deferring to thy ſway, 
But tends to raiſe that power which I obey. 
— Then hear my words, ee 
Seek not, this day, the Grecian ſhips to gain; 
255 For ſure to warn us Fove his omen ſent, = 
And thus my mind explains its clear event. 
The victor eagle, whole ſinifter flight 
Retards our hoſt, and fills our hearts with fright,. 
Diſmiſs d his conqueſt in the middle skies, 
260 Allow'd to ſeize, but not poſſeſs the prize; 
_— IG. 
Tho theſe proud bulvrarks turable at aur feet, 
Toils unforeſten, and fiercer, are decreed ; 
More woes ſhall follow, and more heroes bleed. 


| tion of a retreat: He had already ſtorm'd the walls in imagin# 
tion, and conſequently the advice of Pahdamas was ſure to mer 
vd a bad reception. He therefore ſoftens every » and 
_ endeavours to flatter Hector into an afenc ; and tho? ie affure 
be gives à true interpretation of the prodigy, be ſeems wo be dl 
dent; bur that his per ſonated diſtruſt may not prejudice rhe in 
terpretatien, he concludes with a plain declaration of His opinion, 
and tells him that what he delivers is not conjefture, but 
and appails for the wrath of ep the augurs of che rm. Bl 


85 


FFB 


— 


FAA 


nene and. bids me thus a! bt 4 


o Thy will is partial, not thy reaſon wrong: 


The leading ſign, th' irvevocable nod, 
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For thus a skilfal' cer would. read the akies. 
To him then Hader with diſdain return d; 

(Fierce as he ſpoke, bis apes. 

Are theſe the faithful counſels of thy tongue ? 


Sure heav'n reſumes the little ſrnſe it let. | 
What. coward counſels would thy ada ? qe. 
Againſt the word, the will-reveafd of Fowe e ö; 


. | 


_ 


6267 The ſeek of mar. This ſpeoch of Hud iu alt 
of ſpirit ; His valour is greater than the «kill of Puhulanas, wid 
brag bb Dd eg There is ſomething very 


, ford the brave man draws, 
And ashs no & tus bis ammy's canſe. 


And if any thing can add to the beauty of it, it. is in being ſo 
well adapted to the character of him who A 
where deſeni d 4s a great lover of his country. - 

It may ſeem a che firſt view that Hector ales Pahdones with 
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Theſe ſhall I light? and guide my wav ring mind 
By wand' ring birds, that flit with ev'ry wind? 
Ye vagrants of the sky ! your wings extend. 
280 Or where the ſuns ariſe, or where deſcendꝰ 
To right, to left, unheeded take your way! $24 
While I the dictates of high heav'n obey; - + 
Without a ſign, his {word the brave man draws, 
And asks no omen but his countrey's cauſe. 
285 But why ſhould'& thou ſuſpect the war's ſucces? | 
None fears it more, as none promotes it leſs: | 
Tho! all our chiefs amid yonꝰ ſhips expire, 
Truſt thy own cowardice to ſcape their fire, .. 
Tioy and her ſons may find a gen'ral grave, 4 
290 But thou can't live, for thou can'ſt be a flave; 
Yet ſhould the fears that wary mind ſuggeſts - 
Spread their cold poiſon thro? our ſoldier's breaſts,. 
My jav'lin can revenge ſo baſe a part, ©4118 
And free the ſoul that quivers in thy heart. W 


v. 281. Ty right, 10 left, unheeded take your way.)  Enftathins has 
found out four meanings in theſe two lines, and tells us that the 
words may ſignify Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South. This is writ in 
the true ſpirit of a Critick, who can find out a myſtery in the 
plaineſt words, and is ever learnedly obſcure :' Fer my part, I can- 
not imaging how any thing can be more clearly expreſs'd ; I care 
not, ſays Hedor, whether the eagle flew-on the right towards the 
ſun· riſing, which was propitious, or on the left towards his ſec 


SSS FFF. 


Fari 


» 80 1] a 50+ & 


o And drifts, of duſt the clouded navy hide: 


In vain the mounds and maſſy beams defend, 


oThe crowded bulwarks blaze with waving arms. | 


* 
TY 
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; Furious be ſpoke, and, ruſhing. to the wil. 


Calls on his hoſt; his hoſt obey the call  __ 
With ardour follow, where their leader flies: 8 
Redoubling clamours thunder in the skies. 4 
Jeve breaths a whirlwind from, the hills of Ide; 


He fills the Greeks with terror and diſmay, _ 

And gives great Heddor the predeſtin'd day. | 
Strong in themſelyes, but ſtronger in his aid, | 
Cloſe to the works their rigid ſiege they laid. 


While theſe they undermine, and thoſe they rend i 
Upheave the piles that prop the folid wall; 
And heaps on heaps the ſmoaky ruins fall. 
Greece ou her ramparts ſtands the fierce alarms; 


Shield touching ſhield, a long-refulgent row: 
Whence hiſſing darts, inceſſant, rain below. 


was blown, upon their arm 32 room for this ion of _ 
a bow ape tur; Thin gre room. for 0 


Grove it in the face: of the Or,’ Eaffatbias. 


/ - 5 | 
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The bold Hiace fly from tow'? to tow'r, 
And rouze, with flame divine, the Greden pow'r. 
3.15 The gen'rous impulſe er ry c obeys; h 
Threats urge the fearful, and the valiant, praiſe. 
Fellows in arms! whoſe deeds are known. to Fame, 
And you whole ardour bopes an equal name! | 
Since not alike endu'd with force or art, 
320 Behold a day when each may act his part! | 
A day to fire the brave, and warm the cold, 
To gain new glories, or augment the old. 
Urge thoſe who ſtand, and thoſe who faint excite; 
Drown He#or's vaunts in loud exhorts of fight; Z 
325 Conqueſt, not ſafety, fill the thoughts of all; © © 
' Seek not your fleet, but fally from the wall; 
So Fove once more may drive their routed train, 
And Troy lie trembling in her walls again. 
Their ardour kindles all the Grecian pow'rs ; 
330 And now the ſtones deſcend in heavier thow'rs. 
As when high Jove his ſharp artillery forms, 
And opes his cloudy magazine of ſtorms; , 
In winter's bleak, uncorafortable reign, 
A ſnowy inundation hides the plain; 
e Hike tho winds, ee whe tt to der. 


* 
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And firſt the mountain tops are cover d oer. 

Then the green fields, and then the ſindy ſhore; 

Bent with the weight the nodding woods are ſeen, 
is O 4nd one bright waſte hides all the works of men: 

The circling ſeas alone abſorbing all, 

Drink the diſſolving fleeces as they full. 

So from each fide inereas id the ſtony rain. 

And the white ruin riſes o'er the plain. 

Thus God-like Necor and his troops contend 

To force the ramparts, and the gates to rend; 

Nor n could conquer, nor the Greeks would yield, 

Till great Sarpedon tow'r'd amid the field; | 

For mighty Fove inſpir'd with martial flame | 

o lis matchleſs ſon, and urg'd him on to tame. 

In arms he ſhines, conſpicuous from afar, _ 

And bears aloft his ample ſhield in airs . 

Within whoſe orb the thick bull-hides were roll d. 

Ne with lex ard band wah HAN? 


l. 


pedon with abundance of pomp : He forces him upon the obſarva- 
tion of the reader by the greatneſs of the deſcription, and raiſes 
our expectations of him, intending to make him perform many 
remarkable aQtions in che ſequel. of the poem, aed become wor- 
y to full by the hate! eee Eft athins, LS 4 

And 


2 a g 4 3 
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355 And while two pointed jav'lins arm his hands, 
/ Majeſtick moves along, and leads his Zycian bands. 
So preſs d with hunger, from the mountain's brow 
Deſcends a lion on the flocks below; x 
So ſtalks the lordly ſavage o'er the plain, 
360 In ſullen majeſty, and ſtern diſdain: 
In vain loud maſtives bay him from afar, , 
And ſhepherds gaul him with an iron war; 
Regardleſs, furious, he purſues his way; 
He foams, he roars, he rends the panting prey. 
365 Neſoly d alike, divine Sarpedon glows | 
With gen'rous rage that drives him on the foes 
He views the tow'rs, and meditates their fall, 
* To ſure deſtruction dooms th' aſpiring wall; 
Then caſting on his friend an ardent look, | 
370 Fir'd with the thirſt of glory, thus he ſpoke. 


| 10 8 Kings 
Why boaſt we, Glancus! our extended reign, the hoy 
Fs a 2 ; 1 . clves-£ 
Where Xanthus* ftreams enrich the Lycian plain, on this 
20% eb, Sie Lan bur rd dil 2261 Of IN nol 

be mor 


v. 357. So preſ#d "with banger, From the mountain's brow, De. WM” here 
Fendt a lion.) This compariſon very much reſembles that of the dratituc 
prophet Iſalab, ch. 31. v. 4. where God himſelf is compared to what h. 
lion: Lite as the lion, amd the young lien roaring en his prey, when 
multitude of ſhepherds is call forth againſt him, he will not be afraid 
of their voice, nor abaſe binyſeif for -rhe- noiſe of them : $0" Jhall tht 
Lord of hefts come down, that he may fight npon mount Sion. Datier, 
. 37 1. The ſpeech of Sarpedon e Glaugus.] In former times 


Kings 


— 
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Our num'rous herds that range the fruitful: field, -- 

And hills where vines their purple harveſt yield, 

r Our foaming bowls with purer nectar crown'd, 

Our feaſts enhanc'd with muſic's ſprightly ſound? 

Why on thoſe ſhores are we with joy ſuryey'd, 

Admir'd as heroes, and as Gods obey'd, 

Unleſs great acts ſuperior merit prove, All. 
And vindicate the bount'ous pow'rs above. - 
'Tis ours, the dignity they give, to grace; ' 
The firſt in valour, 2s the firſt in place. 

That when with wond'ring eyes our martial band 

Such, they may cry, deſerve the ſovireign ſtate; + 

Whom thoſe that envy, dare not imitate! -. - © ALI. 


Kings were look'd upon as the generals of armies, who to return 
the honours that were done them, were oblig'd to expoſe them- 
4ves-firſt in the battel, and be an example to their ſoldiers Up- 
on this Savpedon grounds his diſcourſe, which is full of 8 
Out d fobleneſs. We are, ſays he, honour'd like Gods ; arid what can 
be more unjuſt, than not to behave our ſelves like men? he ought 
to be ſuperior in virtue, who is ſuperior in dignity ; What ſtrength 
D. W's there, and what (greatneſs in that thought ? it includes juſtice, 
- the ratitude, and magnanimity ; juſtice, in that he ſcorns to enjoy 
what he does not merit; gratitude, becauſe he would endeavour to 
recompenſe his obligations to his ſubjects; and magnanimiry, in 
that he deſpiſes death, and thinks of nothing but glory. Enſta- 
uns, Dacier. | TY 5 


; . " 4 4 - 
» = * 
Kings ' 
CY 
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Could tour tate dlade the gloomy graves « 
Which claims no leſs the fearful than the brave, N 
For luſt of fame I ſhould not vainly dare 1 
390 In fighting fields, nor urge thy foul to waty 5 
But ſince, alas! ignoble age muſt come, = 
Diſeaſe, and death's inexorable doom; _ 
The life which others pay, let us beſtow, * 
And give to fame what we to nature owe; T} 
395 Brave tho we fall, and honour'd if we live, 
Or let us glory gain, of glory give! . oke 
He' faid; his words the liſt hing chief inſpire 
With equal warmth, and rouze the warrior's fire; An 
The Troops purſue their leaders with delight, Th 
* to the foe, and claim the promie'd fight. * 


| 

| it to the ſon of Frpiter, Ea, Dualer % 11 
| I ought. not to negle& putting the reader in mind, chat thi 
| of Sarpeden is excellently tranſlated by Sir Jahn Denhon 
. nnn ſpirits it is partly owing to bin 
6 

| 

| 
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Meneſtheus from on high the ſtorm beheld, 
Threat ning the fort, and black'ning in the field; 
Around the walls he gaz'd, to view from far 
What aid appear'd t' avert th' approaching war, 
dy And ſaw where Teucer with th' Ajaces ſtood, 
Of fight inſatiate, prodigal of blood, 
In vain he calls; the din of helms and ſhields 
Rings to the skies, and echoes thro? the fields, 
The brazen hinges fly, the walls reſound, . 
| [ground, 


0 Heav'n trembles, roar the mountains, thunders all the 
Then thus to Tho Hence with ſpeed, (he faid) 
And urge the bold Ajaces to our aid ; 
Their ſtrength, united, beſt may help to bear 
The bloody labours of the doubtful war: 
5 Hither the Zycian Princes bend their courſe, 
The beſt and braveſt of the hoſtile force, 
But if too fiercely, there, the foes contend, 
Let Telamon, at leaſt, our tow'rs defend, 
And Teycer haſte with his unerring bow, 
o To ſhare the danger, and repel the foe. 
Swift as the word, the Herald ſpeeds along 
The lofty ramparts, through the martial throng ; 
And finds the heroes bath'd in ſweat and gore, 
Oppos'd in combat on the duſty ſhore, 


Vor. III. K Ye 
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425 Ye valiant leaders of our warlike bands! * ,. 
Four aid (faid Thos) Peteus fon demands, Li 
Four ſtrength, united, beſt may help to bear Th 
The bloody labours of the doubtful war — pr. 
Thither the Tycian Princes bend their courſe, Th 


430 The beſt and braveſt of the hoſtile force. 
But if too fiercely, here, the foes contend, 
At leaſt, let Telamon thoſe tow'rs defend, 
And :Texcer haſte, with his unerring bow, 
To ſhare the danger, and repel the foe, 
435 Strait to the fort great Ajax turn'd his care, 
And thus beſpoke his brothers of the war. 
Now valiant Lycomede ! exert your might, 


And brave Oileus, prove your force in fight: — 
To you I truſt the fortune of the field, be n 
440 Till by this arm the foe ſhall be repelld; = 
That done, expect me to compleat the da). on 
Then, with his ſev'nfold ſhield, he ſtrode away. the 2 
With equal ſteps bold Teucer preſs d the ſhore, = 
Whoſe fatal bow the ſtrong Pandion bore. Fa 
| High Wl great 

| liv'd 

v. 444+ Whoſe fatal bow the frong Pandion bore.] It it remark- _ 
able thar Texcer, who is excellent for his skill in archery, dos WW "uh 
not carry his own bow, but has it born after him by Pandi: I be * 


thought it not improper to cake notice of this, by reaſon of its un- les ti 
uſualneſs. It may be ſuppos d that Tracer had chang'd his arms in 
. - : . 
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5 High on the walls appear'd the Lycian pow'rs, 


Like ſome black tempeſt gath'ring round the tow'rs; - 
The Greeks, oppreſs'd, their utmoſt force unite, 

Prepar'd to labour in th* unequal fight; — 
The war renews, mix'd ſhouts and groans ariſe; 


o Tumultuous clamour mounts, and thickens in the skies | 


Fierce Ajax firſt th advancing hoſt -invades, 
And ſends the brave Epicles to the ſhades ;- 

Sarpedon's friend; a-croſs the warrior's way, 
Rent from the walls a rocky fragment lay ; 


fla modern ages not the ſtrongeſt ſwain 


Could heave th? unwieldy burthen from the plain. 


this ight, and comply'd with the exigence of the battel, which 


was about che wall; he might judge that ſome ogher weapon might 
be more neceſſary upon this occaſion, and therefore committed his. 
bow to the care of Pandion. Enſtathins. | 

v. 454. A rocky fragment, 8c.) In this book both Ajax and 
Hector are deſcrib'd throwing ſtones of a prodigious ſne. But the 
Poet, who loves to give the preference to his conntreymen, relates 
the action much to the advantage of Ajax: 4jax, by his natural 
ſtrengrh, what Hector could not do without the aſſiſtance 
of Jupiter. Enſftathins. ' 

V. 455. In modern ages.] Thedifference which our author makes 
between the heroes of his poem, and the men of his age, is fo 
great, that ſome have made uſe of it as an argument that Homer 
liv'd many ages after the war of Troy: but this argument does not 
ſeem to be of any weight; for ſuppoſing Homer to have writ two 
hundred and fifty, or two hundred and ſixty years after the deſtruc- 
tion of Troy, this ſpace is long enough to make ſuch a change as 
he ſpeaks of; Peace, Luxury, or Effeminacy would do it in a much 
leſs time. Dacten. | | 
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He poiz d, and a it round; then toſs d on high, 
It flew with force, and labour'd up the sky; 
Full on the Lycian's helmet thund'ring down, 
460 The pond'rous ruin cruſh'd his batter d crown. 
As skilful divers from ſome airy ſteep, 
Headlong defcend, and ſhoot into the deep, 
So falls Epiclesz then in groans expires, 
And murm'ring to the ſhades the ſoul retires, 
465 While to the ramparts daring Glaucus drew, | 
From Tewcer's hand a winged arrow flew ; 
The bearded ſhaft the deſtin d paſſage found, 
And on his naked arm inflicts a wound, 
The chief, who fear'd ſome foe's inſulting boaſt 
470 Might ſtop the progreſs of his warlike hoſt, 
Conceal'd the wound, and leaping from his height, 
Retir'd reluctant from th unfiniſh'd fight. 
Divine Sarpedon, with regret, beheld 


Difabled Glaucus lowly quit the field; h 

475 His beating breaſt with gen'rous ardour glows, . 
He ſprings to fight, and flies upon the foes. ped 
Alem aon firſt was doom'd his force to feel; th 
Deep in his breaſt he plung'd the pointed ſteel; —— 
Then, from the yawning wound with fury tore able kt 


480 The ſpear, purſu'd by guſhing ſtreams of gore; 
Down 
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Down ſinks the warrior with a thundr ing ſound, 
His brazen armour rings againſt the ground. 
Swift to the battlement the victor flies, 1 8 

Tugs with full force, and ev'ry nerve applies; 

It ſhakes ;- the pond'rous ſtones disjointed yield; 

The rowling ruins ſmoak along the field. \ 

A mighty breach appears ; the walls lic bare;. 

And, like a deluge, ruſhes in the war. 
At once bold Texcer draws the twanging how. 
d And Ajax ſends his jav'lin at the foe; q 

Fix'd in his belt the feather'd weapon ſtood, 

And thro his buckler drove the trembling wool; 
But Fove was preſent in the dire debate, 
To ſhield his offspring, and avert his fate. 8 
F The Prince gave back, not meditating flight, 

But urging vengeance, and ſeverer fight; | 

Then rais'd with hope, and fir'd with glory's charms, | 
His fainting ſquadrons. to new fury warms. 

V. 483. Swift to the battlement the victor fties.] From what Far- 
ſeden here performs, we may gather. that this wall of the Greeks. 
was not higher than a tall man: from the great depth and breadth- 
of it, as it is deſcribed juſt before, one might have concluded that 
it had been much higher: bur it appears to be otherwiſe from this. 


paſſage; and conſequently the thickneſs of the wall was anſwery- 
able to the wideneſs of the ditch, Enfathins, 4 
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O where, ye Lycian ! is the ſtrength you boaſt * 
500 Your former fame, and ancient virtue loſt! 
' The breach lies open, but your chief in vain, 
Attempts alone the guarded pals to gain*; 
 Vaite, and ſoon that. hoſtile fleet ſhall fall; 
The force of pow'rful union. conquers all. 
FOF5. This Juſt rebuke inflam'd the Lycian crew, 
They join, they thicken, and th' affault renews, 
Unmov'd th” embody'd Greeks their fury dare, 
And fix'd ſupport the weight of all the war; 
Nor could the Greets repel the Lycian pow'rs, 
Flo Nor the bold Lycians force the Grecian tow'rs. 
As on the confines of adjoining grounds, 
Two ſtubborn ſwains. with blows diſpute their bounds; 
They tugg, they ſweat ; but neither gain, nor. yield, 
One foot, one inch, of the contended field : 
515 Thus obſtinate to death, they fight, they fall; 
Nor theſe can keep, nor thoſe can win the wall. 
ſeldom to be found in Homer's allufions ; it correſponds in every 
| pbint with the ſubje& it was intended to illuſtrate ; the meaſures 
of the two neighbours reprefent the ſpears of the combarants: the 
confines of the fields, ſhew that they engag'd hand to hand ; and 


dae wall which divides the armies, gives us a lively ide of the 
large ſtones. that. were fix'd to determine the. bounds of adjoining 


Their 
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Their manly breaſts are pierc'd with many a wound; 
| Loud ſtrokes are heard, and rattling arms reſound, © 
The copious: ſlaugliter covers all the ſhore,” 

$20 And the high ramparts drop with human pore. 

As when two ſcales are charg d with doubtful loads, 
From {ide to fide the trembling balance nods, * 
(While ſome laborious matron, juſt and poor, 

With nice exactneſs weighs her woolly ſtore) 
25 Till pois'd aloft, the reſting beam ſuſpends 
Each equal weight; nor this, nor that, deſcends. 
So ſtood the war, till Hector's matchleſs might 
With fates prevailing, turn'd the ſcale of fight. 
Fierce as a whirlwind up the walls he flies, 
ds; o And fires his hoſt with loud repeated crigs.. 


8 | | 
v. 521. As when. two ſcales, &c.] This compariſon is excellent 
on account of its juſtneſs ;, for there is nothing better repreſents an. 
exact equality than a balance: but Homer was particularly exact, | 
in having neither deſcrib'd a woman of wealth and condition, for * 
ſuch a one is never very exact, not valuing a ſmall inequality; nor 
| a ſlave, for ſuch a one is ever regardleſs of a maſter's intereſt; but 
he ſpeaks of a poor woman that gains her livelibood by her la- 
fa): WH bour, who is at the ſime time juſt and honeſt ; for ſhe will neicher- + + 
nd defraud others, nor be defrauded herſelf. She therefore takes care. 


* that the ſcales be exactly of the ſame weight. 

, whe It was an ancient. tradition, (and is countenanced by the author 

"and of Homer's life aſcribed to Herodotus) that the Poet drew this come" 

* the i the ſon of a woman 
a OTC, to ex- 

TY very rare in poverty) gives her 2. 
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Advance, ye Trojans ! lend your valiant hands, 
Haſte to the fleet, and toſs the blaz ing brands! 
They hear, they run, and gath'ring at his call, 


5. 

8 Raiſe ſcaling engines, and aſcend the wall: , 8 
535 Around the works a wood of glitt'ring ſpears x 
Shoots up, and all the riſing hoſt appears. p 


A pond'rous ſtone bold Hector heav'd to throw, 
Pointed above, and rough and groſs below : 
Not two ſtrong men th' enormous weight could raiſe, 
F ao Such men as live in theſe degen'rate days. 
Yet this, as eaſy as a ſwain. could bear 
The ſnowy fleece, he toſs d, and ſhook in air: 
For Jove upheld, and lighten'd of its load 
Th' unweildy rock, the labour of a God. 
545 Thus arm'd, before the folded gates he came, 
Of maſly ſubſtance and ſtupendous frame; 
With iron bars and brazen hinges ſtrong, 
On lofty beams of ſolid timber hung. 
* Then thund' ring thro? the planks, with forceful ſway, 
F50 brives the ſharp rock; the ſolid beams give way, 
The folds are ſhatter'd; from the crackling door 


Leap the reſounding bars, the flying hinges roar. * 


New 


Book XII. HOME R's ILTAD. 27 
Now ruſhing in, the furious chief appears, 
Gloomy as night! and ſhakes two ſhining ſpears: 

F5 A dreadful gleam from his bright armour came, 

And from his eye- balls flaſh'd the living flame. 

He moves a God, reſiſtleſs in his courſe, 

And ſeems a match for more than mortal force. 

Then pouring after thro' the gaping ſpace, 

o A tyde of Trojans flows, and fills the place; 

The Greeks behold, they tremble, and they fly; 

The ſhore is heap'd with death, and tumult reads the sky, 
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